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2 INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

fellowship of suffering, of a very high order, if we are to realise 
in its fulness the possession of His glorious likeness in the day 
of the manifestation of the sons of God. 

I venture to rely on the co-operation of friends who have 
expressed a desire that such a series should be published, in 
promoting their circulation. They will appear on the first 
of each month, price 2d. each, and they may be obtained, 
in packets of. one dozen, direct from the publisher, at Is, Sd. 
the dozen, or will be forwarded for Is, lOd, post free. 

150, Albany Street, Regent's Park 
October, 1861. 
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No. I. 

THE 

DECEASE ACCOMPLISHED AT JERUSALEM. 



" For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord's death till he comeV 1 Coe. xi, 26. 

" Death the gate of life" — earth's outer, heaven's inner 
gate, is the key of all Christian teaching. Let a man master 
that thought in the school of Christ, and he has solved the prohlem 
of life, and forecast eternity. This is the grand result of the 
life and the death of the Lord. That which shows it forth most 
fully, which exhibits its complete symbols, is a ^^ showing forth 
of His death till Se corned And that is the true showing forth 
of His life — ^that life to which death was no calamity, not even 
an accident, but a beneficent development ; the shedding of a 
fleshly vesture, the revelation of a glorious man. " Te do 

SHOW FOETH THE LoED'S DEATH TILL He COME." What calm 

triumph, what assured hope is here. Wh&t transformation had 
passed in the belief of the apostolic band, since two of them 
trod sadly and wisarily the path to Emmaus, discoursing 
tearfully of the decease which the Lord had accomplished at 
3 



4 THE DECEASE 

Jerusalem, and of the hope they had buried in His tomb. Since 
that day, the risen Lord had liyed with them awhile; and 
angels from heaven had announced His entrance into the worid 
of glory which His death had opened, and prophesied His return 
to fulfil the promise which His resurrection had uttered to 
the world. And then the thought entered into the disciples' 
hearts, " He who was dead and is alive, is truly the living Lord." 
His death was the condition of the unfolding of His life as the 
second Adam. He lives now : it was but a death life once. 
Earth's life is but a gestation for all of us. That sorrowful 
shame-oppressed life was but His share, His lordly share, of 
the groaning and travailing of all things here ; through death, 
even the death of the cross. He was bom out of it to glory — 
through death we have to be new-born. Dimly the disciples saw 
it once, when they rained their tears on the new-made tomb. 
Paul with the rest had attained to a clearer vision ; and as they 
gathered around the emblem which renewed the anguish of the 
saddest night of earth's sad history, they knew that they were 
showing forth a death which was the fountain of strong and 
glorious life to them, and to the redeemed through eternity. 

The Lord's Supper is here spoken of, not as an ordinance for 
the private satisfaction and edification of the Christian, but as 
a solemn witness to himself and to the world : or rather, let me 
say, his private edification lies ha his reception of this witness^ 
in the discovery of all that it impHes, aad the making it known 
to men. It is not to imrse the s^uie of privilege, ta realieie 
that you belong to a class which has opportunities, advantages, 
^d hopes which other classes cannot share ; but to receive the 
vital influence of a deed whidi was done, a sacrifice which wa& 
offered, a decease trhich was accompHshed, for the great human 
world, of which you tae to ofi^, hf the odebration of this 
di-dinance, perpetual tokens to mankinds You show forth ike 
Jbord'^B A^th, and youJ? own delation to it. "J am not my wm 
4 



ACCOMPLISHED AT JERUSALEM. 5 

hut houg\t with a price, and hound therefore to glorify God, hotk 
with my hody and my spirit, which are His. * I am crucified with 
Christ, nevertheless Hive, yet not I, hut Christ liveth in me, ofuf 
the life which Hive in the flesh I live hy the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me* " 

I. Let us consider tke significance of the fact tliat the chief 
ordinance of Christianity, is the showing forth of a death — the 
death of the Lord Jesus — which therefore must lie very near 
the root of the relation which He sustains to the world. 

And this appears to dispose of the idea which occupies a very 
prominent place in the theology of some Unitarian schools, that 
the life of the Lord Jesus, as the purest witness to Ghod's truth 
and the realities of things, the most perfect pattern of holy 
living ever set before men, is the great feature of His work, 
the great source of His power : that His death was the great 
seal of His life's witness, a noble martyr's death — no more ; to 
be remembered with sacred sorrow, to be commemorated with 
tender regret, but by no means to be put in comparison wii^ 
His life as Q-od's great witness to mankind. I believe that ihe 
question at issue between the two schools can only be settled 
on this ground. We may quote texts to each other for ever, 
without much impression on either side. The real question is, 
does the death or the life of ike Lord, His sacrifice, or His 
example, contain the fuller measure of Divine teaching to the 
world. " As ofien as ye eat this hread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show i^ Lord^s death till Me eome,** seems to me to throw a 
very solemn light on this matter. The Eoman Church keeps 
the festivals of the Annunciation and the Nativity. I am not 
here questioning the wisdom and beauty of the hallowed as- 
sociations which the church universal has gathered around these 
and kindred seasons. I venture here no opinion as to whether 
our weakness needs such helps, or whether our stren^h. casi. 
5 



6 TH£ DECEASE 

dispense with them. The life of Christ is full of light to us. 
Every fact shines like a planet in the darkness of the moral 
firmament of our world. Each word of truth, deed of charity, 
miracle of mercy, season of sufiering and consolation, is lumi- 
nous. The light flows down from them and bathes with its 
soft lustre the track of man's spiritual progress through all 
the ages of time. We may honour the Christian fasts and 
festivals, while we dread and guard against the tendency of all 
elaborately organized churches to honour on a day what should 
be the light of all days, and to gather into an isolated celebra- 
tion what should leaven our whole lives with joy and hope. 
But mark you — the church commemorates every sad or joyful 
event in the life of the Lord Jesus as a man among men ; but 
the Lord Christ Himself, in the one commemorative feast which 
he ordained, bade commemorate His death. His vdsdom 
fixed on the death as the central feature, to which, as it were, 
the life was satellite. If to His eye the facts and experiences 
of His life were as planets to earth's firmament, His death is 
its sun. It is strange and startling. The sunlight of earth's 
moral firmament a death! But we are bound to believe it, 
unless we can believe that He came to give not sunlight but 
darkness to mankind. If His death be the darkest fact in Sis 
history, a martyr's death — the extinction of a light which might 
have illumined, a fire which might have cherished and quickened 
the world, leaving to it only a memory, then the commemora- 
tion of it is the darkest thing in otir history. But if we regard 
that death, not from the low standing ground and with the 
limited horizon which a child of earth can command, but from 
that point of view which the Saviour commanded, when He 
said, " And I, if I be lifted v>p, will draw all men unto 7»d," that 
death will be, not for what the sufierer endured, but for what 
the sufierer did by it, the very brightest and most glorious 
thing in the history of this universe, to remain the brightest 
6 



ACCOMPLISHED AT JEEUSALEM. 7 

thing in universal history, through eternity. Then a flood of 
sunlight, such sunlight as gladdens the angels and the new Jeru- 
salem on high, falls on earth's night, from this sole commemo- 
rative ordinance of the Saviour — " This do in remembrance of 
me." I seek to press home this conviction upon you, that our 
Lord in fixing on His death, as the theme of commemoration, 
did fix on that which He knew to be of deepest significance, and 
fullest of promise to mankind. 

The image of the manger, the swaddling bands, and all the 
humble apparatus of the nativity, might as well have been the 
eymbok selected — or the pillow on the ship's hard boards, 
ruffled by the insolent breeze and wet with the spray of the 
storm— or the coat that blind old Bartimaeus cast aside when 
he came rushing to receive his eye-sight at the touch of the 
Lord — or the image of the stone that strong hands rent away 
from the closed sepulchre of Lazarus, when a voice, which 
pierced even the ear of death, and rang out its imperial sum- 
mons in Hades, rose on the ear of the awe-struck listeners, 
and he that was dead came forth. But on none of these did 
our Lord fix the thought of His followers in the deepest hour of 
commimion with them — His deepest hour of communion with 
man — ^but on the decease that He should accomplish at Jeru- 
salem. " Luminous as ia my life, my death is the true sunlight 
of the world." And to this agree all the Scriptures. They 
seem to me to miss all the deepest words and thoughts of 
Scripture, who cannot see that all things look on to and fiow 
out of the death of the Lord Jesus. The deepest passages of the 
Old Testament concern themselves with it. His reign is spoken 
of as a reign which was to spring out of His death. Isaiah, in 
the fifty-third chapter, dwells wholly on this burden. Indeed, 
the testimonies of the Old Testament are thus summed up by 
an inspired writer (1 Pet. i, 10, 11) : — " Of which salvation 
tike prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who ^r<x- 
7 



S THE DECEASIS 

phesied of the grace that should come unto you : Searching 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ, and the glory that should follow." Nay, the Lord Him- 
self thus condenses them (Luke xxiv, 25-27) : — " Then He said 
unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken ; Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into His glory ? And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scrip- 
tures the things concerning Himself." 

It is evident too, from His own words, that He looked forward 
to His death as something far other than a martyrdom ; the 
simple sealing of the testimony He had borne for God with 
His blood. To Him it was evidently the condition of His living 
relation with universal humanity — of the full efflux of His 
power ; it was the lifting of a veil which had hidden Him ; the 
bursting of a dam through which some emanation of His vital 
force had filtered, but which hindered the breaking forth of the 
full flood of quickening power which was in Him, on the world. 
Mark x, 37-40; John xii, 19-88; liv, 1-7, 19-21, 25-31; 
xvi, 5-16, may be read profitably in this connection. Nor was 
the thought the Lord's alone, all heaven was charged with it. 
Moses and Elias, in their glorious forms on the mount of 
transfiguration, *' spake of the decease which He should accom- 
plish at Jerusalem." I thus maintain, from our Lord's whole 
teaching, that death to Him was more vital than life, that He 
knew His dying to be more effectual than His living to the 
8alvati(m of the world ; and that in ordaining that His foUowers 
should ^ow forth His death. He was directing their thoughts 
and affections to that which was the hidd^i germ of His and 
their glory. Paul knew it as the Master knew it, he had learnt 
it from Him : — " I protest hy your rejoicing which I have in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daihf.^* *' That I may know Him, 
8 



ACCOMPLISHED AT JERUSALEM. 

the power of His resurrection, the fellowship of Mis sufperings, 
being made conformable unto Sis deaih^ " Ye are dead, and 
your life is hid toith Christ in Ood,'^ 

Haring established this fact, let us— 

II. Inquire into its eignificanoe with regard to our Lord 
Himself, and His relation to mankind. 

1. Can we see how His death and all to which it led is more 
vital, and more full of vital influence for man, than His life ? 
I say His death, and all to which it led. It is not regarded 
here, and cannot be treated in this connection, in its isolation, 
as so much suffering, but it is connected with His present and 
His future ; in showing forth His death, it is not only the 
departed, but the reigning and coming Saviour whom we com- 
memorate ; for in eating the bread and drinking the cup, ye do 
show the Lord*8 death till He come. I think that in order to 
get deeper into the truth of this, we must dwell more fiiUy on 
a fact which I have already glaaced at, that the risen Saviour 
is the true man Christ Jesus ; just as the true life of the dis- 
ciple of the Saviour is the buried life, the life ^* hid with Christ 
in Gj-od." I say the true man Christ Jesus, is the risen man 
— the mjin who has destroyed death, and brought life and 
immortality to light by His GospeL The flesh of the Lord 
Jesus, the body made in the likeness of sinful flesh, was the 
'' veil " of the man. A veil essential to His dose personal 
communion with the flesh-veiled spirit whom we knew as 
" man," but a vdl still, to "be laid aside when the full Gt)d-man- 
hood should shine forth, not to man only, but to the whole 
universe of Gtod. The form painted wiUi such tender touch in 
the flfty-third of Isaiah, is not the essential form of the God- 
man, but the form of the suffering God-man — suffering through 
contact with a state which is not eternal in the universe, which 
he came to assert to be temporary, and to put finally away. Man 
9 



10 THE DECEASE 

is not essentially a sinful sufferer. The essential man is in 
G-od's image. The Som" op man was sinless. God made man 
upriglit like himself. The likeness of man, the sinner, which 
the Lord Christ assumed, was not essential to the God-manhood. 
It was essential only to the work of redemption which He came 
to achieve. The completing of that work, when he had once 
established the connection between Himself and sinful man, 
had laid hold on man by becoming bone of our bone, and flesh 
of our flesh for a while, demanded the putting off of the vest- 
ment which was woeful and tear-stained, not through His sin, 
but through ours whose burden He bore, and demanded further 
the putting on the form of a glorified man, and wearing it king- 
like on His throne before His Father and aU worlds. That, I 
again insist, is man's true image. The original man was sinless. 
The ideal man, tbat is the man who is God's idea of man em- 
bodied, is sinless and glorious. His dying was the mighty 
assertion of this. His life in death, beyond death, was the 
apocalypse of man. And through life He longed for that apoca- 
lypse. He watched and yearned for the day when He should 
show manhood, not sinless only, but glorious in its purity before 
man and God ; when the fleshly vesture or mask of man, which 
in His brethren the devil had smirched and flawed, should be 
put off, and the new man, the Lord from Heaven, should be 
seen in all His celestial brightness and beauty, in aU His 
Divine might and majesty, as the first fruits of the reedemed 
world. Eesurrection is the destiny of man. Till risen he can 
never be complete. To rise again he must die. And the Lord 
died, knowing that death was part of resurrection, and that it 
was essentially glorious to those on the other side of the veil, 
though to those on this side it could not but seem sorrowful 
and dread. How could it be otherwise, when the gate, still 
closed, hid from every human eye the ineffable brightness of 
the world of glory that was beyond ? Those who in the infancy 
10 



ACCOMPLISHED AT HSRUSALEM. 11 

of the world saw the earth for the first time, settling into the 
barrenness and drearihood of winter, must have made their moan 
over it as did the disciples over the dead body of their Lord. 
But we look at it from the side of the spring sunlight and 
verdure, and to us winter is beautiful, for it bears the promise 
of the new year. " That be far from thee. Lord," said short- 
sighted man when he heard the tread of approaching death. 
" Why seek ye the living among the dead," said the watching 
angels ; " He is not here, but risen." " He was dead, but He is 
alive again, He liveth for evermore." The Lord then bids us 
commemorate His death, because to Him it is a feature of His 
resurrection ; as He would have us die to rise with Him in 
eternal glory. Hence the triumphant tone of the Apostle 
(1 Cor. IV, 12, 23.) " Ye do show the Lord's death till He 
come" to proclaim the resurrection of the world. 

2. He will have us show forth His death because it is the 
essential condition of the accomplishment of His purpose for 
man ; because, in a word, that grave was the womb and not the 
tomb of our eternal life. " He died for our sin ; He was delivered 
for our offences, and was raised again for our justification." 
(Compare Eom. xiv, 8, 9 ; vi, 1-5 ; 1 Thess. v, 9-11.) I am not 
proposing here to enter into any theological discussion as to the 
necessity of the death of Christ to make atonement for the sins 
of the world.* I only here insist on the fact of the necessity 
that He should die for man, "the just for the unjust, to bring 
us to God," and that His death is our life. (Rom. v, 
6-11.) I believe that there is that in the relation of the death 
of the Lord Jesus to our life which is unfathomable. Parallel to 
the mystery of sin is the mystery of redemption. The mystery 

* In a pamphlet on * The Divine Fatherhood in Relation to the Atone- 
ment' (Ward and Co.), I have dwelt on this point fully. 

11 
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of life is parallel to both. We can know mueli about life, but 
the thing itself we cannot touch, it is hid with God. Essential 
as was the life of the Lord as God's witness to man, the death 
was yet more essential as the basis of God's work for man. 
He died that He might lay a foundation broad enough and 
strong enough to uphold the structure of the redeemed world. 
And His death did lay it ; and it is glorious through eternity 
as the foundation on which the new creation rests. The Cross 
lies at the basis of it. " "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain," 
will be the song of the redeemed through eternity. It is deeply 
important that we should see how, in the heavenly world, the 
cross, the symbol of the death, is the symbol of power. (Eev. 
V, 6-12 ; vii, 9-17.) " In the midst of the throne a Lamb as it 
had been slain. ^^ I say, in all earnestness, that to regard the 
life of the Lord, that is, what we call His life. His sorrowful, 
shame-oppressed pilgrimage here — as His great work, to which 
His death was simply a martyr's seal, is " to trample under foot 
the Son of God, to count the blood of the covenant with which 
He was sanctified an unholy thing, and do despite to the 
spirit of grace." 

Thus we see that what we call His life was but a death after 
all, while His death was His life ; His birth into the world 
which the God-man fills with His gl<»y, and rules with His 
hand. 

And now we see, too, how His death was the death of Death. 
"Through death He destroyed him that had the power of 
d.eath, that is, the devil, and delivered them who, through fear 
of death, were aU their life-time subject to bondage." Death 
exultod as he levelled hifl shaft at that Divine victim ; the 
d^vil and all the hosts of heU were behind Him to watch it 
speed. Fool ! it sprang back from the breast of the Lord of 
life, and sheathed itself in his own heart. Man, long the victim 
of Death, has since been the master, and has sported with his 
12 



ACCOMPLISHED AT JEBUSALEM. 13 

terrors from tliat hour. Commemorate His death, for it is the 
death of Death you are celebrating — through Christ, 

*^ Death is the only thing in death that dies." 

It is the feast of emancipation — the emancipation of a death- 
tormented world. All this the Saviour saw with the inner eye, 
which was bright and clear as he drew near the cloud of the last 
agony, and pierced through it to the glory that was beyond — 
when he gathered the weeping, trembling band around him, and 
breaking the bread, and passing the cup, said to them : " This do 
in remembrance of me.'' Take it, ye who would master death's 
terrors, who would face him with the port of a king whom he 
has to crown for immortality. '^ For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he 
come." The Lord's death till He come ! that is the Lord's life, 
your life, the death of Death, and hell's destruction, till He 
cotne to announce that it is complete. 

Lastly. The Lord will hare us so commemorate His 
death, as to link it on to His life in glory and His second 
coming, " in the day of the manifestation of the Sons of God." 
It seems to bid us look back, but like all that is of G-od, it truly 
bids us look on ; onward, onward, upward, upward, to where 
the eye faints before the splendour which is around the throne 
of God and the Lamb. Neyer let us dare to sever the link of 
oounection which He has thus established. He has passed up 
that He may reappear. '^ K I go away to prepare a place for 
jouy I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where 
I am there ye may be also." The human interests bind him 
BO tightly stm, that they draw Him earthwards from the realms 
of glory, and will once more plant His divine footsteps on our 
eftrth. (Acts i, 11) : The angels said, " Ye men of Galilee, 
"why stand ye gazing up into heoyen ? this same Jesus^ which 
13 
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is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen Him go into heaven." For us He is gone, for 
us He abides enshrined in the splendour which human eyes 
have prevailed to look upon, and for us He will one day bring 
that splendour with Him, and light up for ever the darkness 
of our world. The glorious man must have a glorious world 
to live in. The sin which marred G-od's image in man veiled 
all the beauty, and dimmed aU the brightness of the worlds. 
The Lord has undertaken to make them glorious once more, 
with a glory which shall eclipse their pristine lustre, as the 
crown which he wears as Redeemer outshines the many crowns 
which bind His brows. It is the great enterprise of redemption, 
and this gives to it universal relations, and a universal result, 
I hardly know what these words may mean, but something un- 
utterably glorious, I am full well assured. (Col. i, 19, 20.) 
" Fop it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell ; 
And having made peace through the blood of his cross, by 
him to reconcile all things imto himself; by him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven." (Romans 
viii, 19-21). " For the earnest expectation of the creature 
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the 
creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason 
of him who hath subjected the same in hope ; Because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God." 

That hope of the imiverse Christ is fulfilling ; to fulfil it He 
died. The work rests on his death. The latent splendour 
which is veiled under the gross material masks of earth, will 
break out into the brightness of the final glory, when the Lord 
" shall come the second time without sin unto salvation." Show 
forth then His death, the crown and completion of his life, the 
germ of the life which is eternal to man and to His world. 
(1 Thess. iv, 16-18.) " For the Lord himself shall descend from 
14 
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heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of G-od : and the dead in Christ shall rise first : 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort 
one another with these words." And be content, 

If now we fight the battle, 

For then we wear the crown 
Of pure and everlasting 

And passionless renown : 
O land that know'st no sorrow ! 

O state that know'st no strife ! 
O princely bowers ! land of flowers ! 

O realm and home of life ! 
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" They that sow in tears shall rea/p in joy. Se that goeth forth 
tmd weejpeth^ hearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves tcith him.^* Ps. cxxvi, 5, 6. 

"Teaepul sowing, joyful reaping," is the law of aU 
labour. Every workman, as far as the fruit of his labour 
stretches, is saved by hope. Seed time is ever the season of 
anxious toil ; harvest home the jubilee of joy. 

It is, perhaps, the grandest argument for the being of a 
God, or rather the widest rent through this crust of sense by 
which we can look out on the fact, that all things are made 
and live in hope. The present is ever giving birth to the 
future by the sacrifice of itself. And if God were not the 
pledge of the glory and grandeur of that future — and when 
I say God I mean God in Christ, for then I know what I am 
talking about — a heavy, deadly pall would rest on all things 
here, the life of the world would in that case be but a despe- 
rate Btruggie with death. But tell us th^ death is life, new 
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life, more glorious life — and a great light shines out and dissi- 
pates the gloom. Joyfully we suffer and struggle, and see all 
things suffer and struggle, for " they that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again rejoicing, bringing his sheaves 
with him.*' (Ps. cxxvi, 5, 6.) Eob us of our faith in God, 
and what is that future, where is it ? It is, because He is ; if 
He is not, it is not — all is death. A deep, suppressed under- 
tone of aspiration runs through the whole of nature. Every 
act and manifestation of her life has a deeper relation to the 
future than to the present. Indeed, nature means a " becoming" 
— that which is about to be. Not for itself whoDy does the bee 
suck the honey of the flowers. Not for itself, surely, does the 
plant bury its seeds beneath the soil, and die. Not for itself 
does the mother bird tend its callow nurselings, and watch 
and toil with a single-hearted devotion that touches the hardest, 
that they may have shelter and food. Not for themselves do 
the generous brutes which God has made the satellites of man 
clothe themselves with strength and swiftness, and die to guard 
their master's treasure or his child. Our sympathies with the 
animal creation rise in warmth and intensity just as it grows 
more unselfish and devoted, sinks the present in the future, 
and lives, though it knows it not, in hope. They have been no 
shallow thinkers who have founded on such facts the doctrine 
of the immortality of brutes, though we cannot fully assent 
to their conclusion, inasmuch as in brutes no true personality 
appears. Still the aspect of creation would be a sad and bitter 
one, blotted as it is by tears and stained vdth sweat of both 
brain and heart, if we were not able to discern that one great 
thought runs through the whole of it, utters itself in higher 
and yet higher speech as the orders of being become more 
capable of expressing it, until at length in man that thought 
imfolds itself^ and finds its foil, eternal expression in the tearful 
IS 
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sowing, the joyful reaping, of the incarnate Son of God. 
But we have a right to ask whether this universal " groaning of 
creation," which thus found speech and uttered itself to God, 
is the moaning of the agony of the hopeless, or the sohbing of a 
child on a father's bosom, prelude of fruitful reconciliation 
and fulness of joy. God*s answer is, '' They that sow in tears shall 
reap in joy. He that goeth forth andweepeth, bearing precious 
seed, shall doubtless come again rejoicing ^ bringing his sheaves 
with him.'^ 

I. — I must first endeavour to bring out the significance of 
the emblem here employed. The Scriptures compel us to believe 
that the relation between spiritual labour and husbandry is 
peculiarly close and real. ** Behold a sower went forth to sow.'* 
*' And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should 
cast seed into the ground : dnd should sleep, and rise night 
and dug, and the seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth 
not how, For the earth hringeth forth fruit of herself; first 
the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. But 
when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the 
sickle, because the harvest is come.** (Mark iv, 26-9.) Hus- 
bandry is the oldest, simplest, and most heaven-ordained labour 
of man. Arts and sciences fall under the head of inventions — 
they exercise the proud intellect, and need a heavy discipline of 
suffering before they take their place, humbly, as the servants 
of the regenerate will. But husbandry works quite otherwise ; 
it keeps man in his place as a servant, and exercises patience, 
obedience, and faith. These are the points in which it seems 
to me that husbamdry is suggestive of the spiritual workman. 
I shall dwell upon them for a moment before I proceed. 

1. It is a work of homely, wholesome, patient labour. A 
man can only get from the soil in the proportion in which he 
puts into it. And he must not only put in seed, butwork, which 
19 
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costs much more. " In the sweat oftJiy hrow shalt thou eat hread^ 
There is no work that I know which is so earnest and constant, 
the conditions of which are so fixed that the workman has but 
to submit to them at once. Work by fits and starts in this 
field is worthless. They are not the white-handed and womanish 
men who wield the flail or drive the ploughshare, nor may 
they be dilettanti workmen who till the spiritual seed- field of 
G-od. In both fields the work must be honest and earnest — 
patient, siaewy toil, in search of the treasure which has been 
hidden in the bosom of the mother earth, both of nature and of 
man, by the Lord.] 

2. Submission, — Godhas made a law — "In the sweat ofthyhrow 
thou shalt eat hread,^* The toil of the husbandman is the first 
act of submission, the first confession of man that the devil 
lied to him when he said " Ye can hecome as gods " by sin. The 
earth will not yield him one grain in obedience to his will ; it 
yields only in answer to his work. And work implies condi- 
tions — laws, obedience to a master, subjection to the Lord. 
God makes man work in submission to His laws for. his daily 
sustenance. Through husbandry He brought the rebel at 
Qnce benignly in contact with the serene, inflexible law which 
he thought to overthrow. It is law, God's law, which holds 
out man's daily bread to him. He must bow, do homage, 
accept the investiture, before it will put even a firagment into 
his hands. Dimly, blindly, he may make his submission to the 
God whom he had defied, and take thus his first step in spi- 
ritual education ; still it is a step, and God seeks to lead man, 
the labourer, on through the ascending stages of culture, until 
he seeks, consciously and lovingly, not submission to all the 
will only, but fellowship with the Spirit, of the Lord. 

3. Faith, — All husbandry is of faith. The seed is trusted to 
the bosom of Nature. It must be left there, buried out of 
sight, till by agencies which he cannot control, whose secret his 
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cunning science cannot master, it springs, and returns to the 
light of day. He must cast the care of it on Him who bears 
the burden of Nature, gives security for all her deposits, and is 
the trustee of her every hope. It is bread, too, which the 
husbandman buries — ^his children's bread — but he buries it out 
of sight, beyond recovery, in deep trust in what we call the 
laws of Nature, but which we know to be the hand of God. He 
and his, in scant years, may endure agonies of hunger, but his 
seed-corn he dares not consume ; on that hangs his whole 
future, in that lies all his hope, and that, in a strange external 
image of deeper things, he lays up with God. Here is faith of 
the heartiest and manliest kind. " Se casts * his bread upon 
the waters, ^^ for he believes " he shall Jind it after many daysP 
Storms may beat on it, frosts may chill it, floods may drench 
it, winds may blight it, but it hardly ruffles the surface of his 
confidence — " he knows that he shall come again rejoicing, brings 
ing his sheaves vnth him^ These hints may help you to 
understand why the sacred writers dwell so fondly upon hus- 
bandry, as the fullest emblem of spiritual work. But " tearful 
sowoTG." This belongs surely to a new region ; the key to 
this must be in the conditions of the spiritual world. Yes ; 
but even this has wondrous adumbrations in nature. The 
anxious care and sorrow of the husbandman are in his sowing. 
The winter, the storm, the blight, are before him. Eeaping 
seals his increase. The perils are behind him ; care is over ; he 
breaks out into singing, the most joyous song of the universe, 
the song of the harvest home. I now proceed to dwell on 
the law of spiritual labour, in the double aspect which is thus 
presented to us — the tearful sowing, the joyful reaping after 
many days. 

II. The tearful sounng. 

Is there a needs must be for this, and out of what conditions 
does it spring ? 
21 
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1. Let US consider the nature of the seed which we sow — 
"precious seed^^ — and see if any light is cast thence upon the 
law of spiritual toil. "Precious seed*' we sow — seed which 
has cost us much — has cost Christ much; how precious, is 
knovm only to ourselves and Qod. I am speaking of every 
one and to every one who has imdertaken a work of ministry 
to a human body, mind, or soul, in its hours of need. Christ, 
the captain of our labour, came to till the seed-field and to 
cast His ovm life into its bosom, and its fruit is life everlasting 
in all the children of God. " Through death he conquered him 
that had the power, of deaths that is, the devil, and delivered them 
who, through Jear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bon- 
dage, " " And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.** 
Even the husbandman casts in his subsistence — the bread of the 
body. Not otherwise is it with us, the disciples of the Lord 
Jesus. The seed we sow in human hearts is just the life- 
bread of our own souls. Living seeds alone can germinate. 
If we are to sow anywhere for God we must sow that which is 
living in us, and nothing lives in us but what has cost toil and 
pain. Husks — that is, doctrinal forms, if the life is gone out of 
them, terms, memories, repetitions— He and rot on the souls on 
which we cast them, happy if they do not rot the souls. Be- 
cause of the fearful proportion of husk and chaff in our public 
preachings, there is so much rottenness in the Church and so 
much scorn in the world. Words which are spirit and life 
the^ only can give who have courage to live from the depths of 
their nature — and they are not the many, alas ! yet. That which 
has been passed through the crucible of our own experience, 
refined by the fires and nourished by the stuff of our own spirits 
— truths which we have borne with us through floods and 
flames, and would grapple to us but the more closely were we 
about to plunge into some unknown abyss — "precious seed** 
— Tre draw it out of the storehouse weeping. It is the mute 
^2 
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memorial of many a battle, many a spasm of agony of wliicli 
Christ only knoweth, many a desolate hour when death, had he 
come to us, would have seemed like a beautiful angel, sent to 
unloose the overstrained spirit from its load. Do you want 
power in preaching, in teaching, in comforting ? — ^be willing to 
suffer more. The teachers who wield the mightiest power have 
won it there. " For I think thai God hath set forth us ifie 
apostles la^ty as it were appointed to death : for we are made a 
spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men. We are 
fools for Chris fs sake, hut ye are wise in Christ; we are weak, 
hut ye are strong ; ye are honorable, hut we a/re despised. Even 
unto this present hour we hoth hunger, and thirst, and are naked, 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling-place ; and 
labour, working with our own hands : being reviled, we bless ; 
being persecuted, we suffer it : being defamed, we intreat : 
we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring 
of all things unto this day^ (1 Cor. iv, 9 — 13.) Doubtless. 
Why ? " Blessed he Ood even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the Ood of all comfort ; 
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we m^y he able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort where- 
toith we ourselves are comforted by God.^* (2 Cor. i, 3, 4.) 
Talk goes but a little way; words which are from the life^ 
which a man has lived in some deep hours, go home. God 
gave not stars, constellations, the jewels of the sky, when 
He would help His children ; he gave His Son out of His 
heart, the word of His life ; and He gave toil, tears, life-blood, 
to sow effectually the seed-.field of the world. "We sow in teard, 
because of the preciousness of the seed we are sowing. Every 
grain of it a trophy, and the memorial of a pain. 

2. The conditions of the field which we cultivate. 

Every soul is a veiled sanctuary, a shrine impenetrable, to 
every other soul. No will of ours can lift the curtain, or break 
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the silence, or search the hidden depths. A soul is not like 
the submissive clods which the husbandman crushes. If we 
would work on souls — ^would sow the seed of principles, 
strengthen resolutions, and develop the higher life, just in 
proportion to our earnestness and intensity will the solemn 
and sad impression steal over us, that there is the sacredness 
of a personal will between us and the element we would work 
in; that our most striving efforts may spend themselves 
against it, like rain-drops on the rock of the wilderness, utterly, 
hopelessly in vain. What teacher would not like to have the 
seed-field exposed and submissive before him like the fields of 
nature, that his will might have way, and accomplish with swift 
certainty its benignant work. But God will humble our will, 
and make us more dependent than even the husbandman on his 
co-working. How often, just in the midst of our most resolute 
efforts, and on the eve, as we hope, of some large success, are we 
made to feel, in bitterness and sadness of heart, that there is a 
shrine there which we may not enter, a depth there which we 
may not reach, a soul there which we have not force to con- 
quer and may not avail to save ; and we weep as we work. 
Paith's visions come chiefly through the mist of tears. 

3. The seed we sow in human hearts — ^like seed sown on 
the waters — vanishes from sight and touch ; precious as it was, 
it is gone from us, our effort can help it no more. We have 
committed it to One who can watch it, but " wTiose ways are 
not 08 our ways, whose thottghts are not as our thoughts ^ Our 
sowing is but the prelude to long watching and waiting, tearful 
vigils, strenuous efforts, wrestling prayers to Him who can 
reach it and seems to withhold His hand. Tell me, ye 
mothers who have wrestled for a blessing on the seed sown in 
your children's hearts, ye teachers who have striven with God 
for a blessing on your class, ye pastors who have been inter- 
cessors for your flocks, is it not like the pangs of the travailing, 
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the tears and the groans of one that bringeth forth a child to 
God, until we " remember no more the anguish for joy that a 
man is bom unto the world." 

4. The devil always besets the best works with the 
selectest difficulties and dangers, and makes — ^thus far his power 
reaches — speaking truth and doing good a harder and sadder 
thing than the labours of Hercules or the fabled lifting of a* 
world. He beats the soil so hard by the constant passing up and 
down of worldly thoughts and habits, that it becomes almost 
impossible to break it, and, while the seed lies there, " then 
eometh the devil and catcheth away that which was sown on the 
hearty "He makes those whom we are most purely desirous to 
bless, turn on us in bitterness as our most malignant foes. He 
exposes the tender shoot which has rooted and is growing there 
to the most searching trials, and surrounds the objects of our 
culture with scenes and influences which choke the word we have 
planted in their souls. You may have borne witness against 
blasphemy, anger, drunkenness, to your children, and you dread 
that the first thing which they will hear when they leave you 
will be an oath, while wrangling and drunkenness will be the 
chief experience in their homes. A preacher may have im- 
pressed on some young soul the vanity of earth, the value of 
heavenly things, and we know that on the morrow the world 
will offer its choicest baits to that soul to tempt it to let 
go its hold on Christ and heaven. That tender nursling 
of faith will have to endure a fire of temptation in which 
disciplined and hardened manhood could hardly guard its 
crown. The seed is sown in tears ; we go forth weeping to 
cast our bread upon the waters; blessed be God we know 
that we shall find it again, though it may be after many 
days. 

5. The most precious culture is that which we bestow 
on the seed-field of our own spirits, and every seed that 
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18 planted must be wet with tears ere it germinates 
there. 

You see the great ones of the world, the truly great, the 
great in this region of life ; the furrows seam the brow which 
was once smooth and broad; a veil dims the light which 
once flashed so gaily from the eye ; a sad, yet serene, sense 
of the painfulness of life, which looks out so touchingly 
from all richly cultured and nobly fruitful spirits, tells the tale 
of the kind of seed-sowing which has been accomplished there. 
" If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross cmd follow me^ None of us have fathomed the depth 
of that mystery ; but some have looked into it, and found it 
strangely attract them as they gazed. The laurels gained in 
those dreadful conflicts -with the devil, where as our own selves 
he haunts us, as the right hand or the right eye he tempts us ; 
when, like Abraham, we have to lay down the most precious 
jewel of our being ; like Christ, to lay down life that we may 
take it again at the hand of G-od, are never worn before men. 
Christ keeps them, they are the trophies which adorn His 
temple, and they shall one day bind our brows, when 
He takes us, as He passed Himself, from the stress and 
agony of the conflict to the glory of the crown. " Cast 
thy bread upon the waters, thou shalt find it after many 
daysP 

III. The law ordains a tearful sowing. Let us lift our eyes 
now, and see how surely it ordains a joyful reaping on high. 
This compensation rests on the fact — 

1. That every word and work that comes forth from us, 
bom of the inward life, has not only our life but God's 
life in it ; a portion of the life which is eternal is in it ; it 
cannot, it shall not die. Cast on the waters, lost to our 
warm interest and straining sight, it is as near to Hitn as 
ever, as dear. Life has wonderful tenacity; the com buried 
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with the mummies of Egypt 3000 years ago brings forth fruit 
still. The years, the ages, these are not God's measures. 
The word, .the work, lives before Him, and is eternal. It 
seemed quite lost to you, lying storm-tost on the rock of 
some cold, hard nature, or buried in some sensual heart. No, 
brother ; not lost, not lost. No ! We shall meet them again — 
these words which we have spoken, these deeds which we have 
done, these struggles which we have borne, these victories which 
we have silently achieved — we shall see them again, not marred 
and tear-stained as we knew them here, but transfigured, 
glorious. We shall dwell at length with these children of our 
travailing spirits ; they shall attend us lovingly in the great 
circle of our orbit, and rain soft moonlit lustre upon our lives, as 
we circle around the central Sun of being, in the placid celestial 
deeps, for ever and ever. 

2. God establishes this law of tearful sowing just that He 
may lead us to this fruitful and victorious union with 
Himself. 

He limits the power of our will, not that He may crush us 
under a sense of our helplessness, but that He may enlarge us by 
ranging His almighty will on our side. He throws this element 
of doubt and darkness into our labour that He may rouse our 
faith to lay hold on His strength and conquer. The very con- 
ditions of the tearful sowing assure the joyful reaping, while 
He lives to fulfil His promise, for to this end were they ordained 
by Him. Listen to this: " It is not expedient for me doubtless to 
glory, I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord, I 
knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the 
body, I cannot tell ; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell : 
God knoweth ;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. And 
I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body^ I 
cannot tell : God knoweth ;) how that he was caught up into 
paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawfid f<yt 
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a man to utter. Of such an one will I glory ; yet of myself will 
I not glory t but in mine infirmities. For though I would desire 
to glory i I shall not be a fool ; for I will say the truth : but now 
I forbear, lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth 
me to be, or that he heareth of me. And lest I should be exalted 
above measure, through the abundance of the revelations, there 
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing 
I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And 
he said unto me. My grace is sufficient for thee : for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake : for 
when I am weak, then I am strong. I am become a fool in 
glorying; ye^have compelled me: for I ought to hqve been com' 
mended of you: for innothing am I behind the very chief est apostles 
though I be nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were 
wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and 
mighty deeds.*' (2 Cor. xii, 1 — 12.) 

3. We are not isolated in this work. "We belong to an 
advancing army, we fight in a field of victory, we serve a 
Master who must push His triumphs until He has fulfilled the 
largest purpose of His love. We may not be able to trace the 
track of our particular effort, but the track of the whole band 
of workmen, army of soldiers, is clear, illustrious, and leads up 
to glory. Let our little effort perish; if Christ wins the sceptre 
of the world, He realises our success. All the great ones have 
lived before their ages, and wrought on in the backwoods of 
.time, silent and alone. How many men understood Paul, 
Augustine, Alfred, Dante, Milton, in their day ? " It takes the 
world two hundred years to find out its heroes," says Carlyle. 
But when did the world ever fail to press up to the ground they 
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won? Not more surely will the whole tide of civilisation over- 
flow the ground where yon stout backwoodsman's axe is ringing 
through the silent forest, than will the whole world be one day 
up to and beyond the landmarks of truth which some brave 
pioneer is setting up now in sorrow, and it may be in shame. 
Christ's disciples are called to be the pioneers, and to work 
and fight — ^where some who seem to be leaders like least to 
fight — in the van. It is said that the Douglas took the heart of 
his great captain, Bruce, enclosed in a silver case, to the wars 
against the infidels. 'Whenever the battle went hard against the 
soldiers of the Cross he would unclasp it £pom his neck, and 
fling it far on before them into the midst of the enemies' war. 
" Pass on, great heart, into the midst of the battle, as oft thou 
hast done. The Douglas will follow thee or die." One loves to 
see a man daring, as it were, to cast on hig heart in advance of 
him. " There is the line of progress ! Pass on, great thought, 
warm with the life-blood of a beating heart, pass on ! Man 
will follow thee, pass up to thee, or die." No ! none ever died 
in that battle ; far on as they may project their spirits, they 
shall live to pass onward and onward yet. They shall see the 
ground which they strove to occupy pressed by the feet of 
Christ's conquering legions, while the eye of their spirit, in 
quest of fipesh conflicts and triumphs, glances onward and up- 
ward still. Here or there they shall see and celebrate the vic- 
tory. They shall not lose, but hang up in triumph the weapons 
with which they ended the war. Let us know that every spi- 
ritual seed cast iato the human soil is the conquering of a 
fresh portion of the devil's empire for G-od. By sowing there 
we plant His standard, and He never loses what He once has 
won. Then, let no conflict, sorrow, anguish of spirit, which 
the sowing may cost us, shake our faith that " they that sow in 
tears shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth and weejpeth, hear- 
29 



14 T£^£FUL S0WEB3^ 

ing precious seed, shall dotibiless come again rejoicing, bringing 
his sheaves with him.*^ 

4i. We thus realise the full communion with the Saviour ; 
and that is the highest joy of a spirit — " the jog tchich the 
world giveth not and taketh not away^ Again, I say, granted 
that our seeds seem to perish, that our hopes seem to be frus- 
trated, " sowing," we are fellow-workmen with Christ, and may 
enter into His joy. Nothing can rob us of the great prize— * a 
likeness to, an eternal dwelling with. Him. If we work for 
Him, His victory is our victory ; and when He shall see of the 
travail of His soul and be satisfied, we, too, be our life-work 
where it may, shall rejoice, " with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory y There is a sorrowful picture of the Lord's soli- 
tary work: — " Who is this that comethfrom Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah ? this that is glorious in his apparel, tra- 
velling in the greatness of his strength ? I that speak in righte- 
ousness, mighty to save. Wherefore art thou red in thine 
apparel, and thy garments like him that treadeth in the winefat ? 
I have trodden the winepress alone ; and of the people there was 
none with me : for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample 
them in my fury ; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my 
garments, and I will stain all my raiment. For the day of 
vengeance is in mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is come. 
And Hooked, and there was none to help ; and I wondered that 
there was none to uphold : therefore mine own arm brought sal- 
vation unto me; and my fury, it upheld me^ (Is. liiii, 1 — 5.) 
Not thus, blessed be Christ, work we. Our work, small and 
poor as it may seem, is in the full presence of the Lord and the 
angels, is sustained by all the sympathies and prospered by 
all the forces of the celestial world. 

I have spoken, in this discourse, o/* teachers and to teachers. 
I have endeavoured to lay bare the law of your activity and 
the secret of your success. Every one who has leamt any- 
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thing from God is bound to be a teacher of that to his fellows. 
" Freely ye have received, freely yive,^* The law is absolute in 
every region. No thing, no being, grows otherwise than by 
imparting. Sun, stars, flowers, are all under this law, and 
work out by ministry their Maker's will. But see that you 
teach that which God has taught you. Confer not with flesh 
and blood, but with the Lord, and impart the wisdom and 
strength which you gain from vital intercourse with Him as 
your own precious gift to mankind. Let it be your own 
bread of life, the bread of your daily pilgrimage, the strength 
which sustains you through your conflicts, the source whence 
spring your victories. Speak, because necessity is laid on you 
to speak, because "woe is unto you if you speak not" what 
the Lord hath spoken unto you. " Here stand I," said Luther. 
" I can do no other, God help me." Think what conflict 
and anguish that man had passed through before he could 
say " This one thing I do ; I can do no other, so help me, 
God." And think how his heart exults to find that, in doing 
this one thing which he was pressed in spirit to do, he was 
doing the very greatest thing, the chief thing which the world 
was needing, that he was planting seeds which have borne 
fruits of life to generations of the noblest races and ages of 
men. 

Pray that, as teachers, God may shut you up to speak the 
word which He has put into your lips. And would you have 
power with hearts, don't be afraid to suffer. Think you that 
we preachers have not to learn by suffering how to reach your 
hearts? A teacher who knows not the "temple of sorrow" 
may amuse, attract, but can never edify men. Think you that 
it is no source of sadness to us preachers that we are chiefly 
sharers of your sorrows ; that if we are brought near to you 
it is chiefly because sickness, sorrow, and death are in your 
homes ? But don't be afraid to sympathise, much as it may 
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exhaust for the moment ; it is God's great means of enlarging 
and strengthening souls. Throw your hearts open to His dis- 
cipline, and if you suffer ^^ glory in it.^^ Learn to "count 
them happy which endure." For the fruit of endurance is 
power to fulfil your ministry to the world. It may be that 
these words may reach the hands of some who are moaning 
over the feebleness of their efforts and the slightness of their 
success. There are few earnest and faithful teachers who have 
not again and again to utter this plaint, " "Who hath believed 
our report, and to whom has the arm of the Lord been re- 
vealed ?" Perhaps you are pleading importunately with God 
that He would give you more zeal, more power with souls, more 
fruits. Are you ready for His answer ? You are praying for 
enlargement of power and success. What if the first step to 
that be enlargement of soul ? What if His answer be the 
enlarging you ? You know the answer of Christ to the mother 
of Zebedee's children. (Matt, xx, 20 — 28.) I say, what if God's 
answer to your prayer be the enlarging you ? What if He 
leads you through deeper waters, till you cry, " Deep calleth 
unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts, and all thy 
waves and billows are gone over me"? What if He strains 
every fibre and nerve with pain? and then, when He 
has taught you to know Him more richly in adversities, 
sends you back to work with a depth, a force, a sympathy, 
you have never known before — are you ready ? Can you take 
with you into those floods and fires an imwavering assurance 
that if you suffer with Christ you shall reign with Him, that 
if you die with Him you shall live ; and that " he who goeth 
forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come 
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him,'' if not 
here, in eternity ? 
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" Come thou with us, and we mil do thee good.'^^ 

Ntjmb. X, 29. 

I BELiETE that thiB expresses the essential spirit of the 
Jewish dispensation. It is the essential spirit of all G-od's 
dispensations. His chief word to man, every when ahd every 
where, is " Come." " Ye will not come unto me that ye may 
have life " is God's last sorrowful complaint over that Jewish 
people, and over every finally impenitent and outcast soul. 
But who can read the Bible honestly and not feel that every 
page is charged with invitation ? The words of its last chap- 
ter, the words which sum up the whole tenor of the book with 
emphatic yet tender and pathetic appeal, " Jsid the Spirit and 
the hride say. Come, And let him that heareth say. Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely, ^^ (Revelations xxii, 17), — ^these 
words express that yearning desire and love of God, which 
gives its broad character to the whole Bible, from the first 
chapter of Genesis to the last words of the A.^Ck^ssScj^^^^'ss^ 
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2 COME THOU WITH US, 

bear their witness to every heart, not closed already against 
conviction, that the Q-od of the Bible, as He testifies of Him- 
self, IS Love. It was not until all the resources of moral 
attraction and constraint had been exhausted, that the Saviour 
wept over doomed Jerusalem, and poured forth that most 
pathetic of aU lamentations, " Oh that thou hadst known, at 
least in this thy day, the things that malce for thy peace, hut 
now they are hid from thine eyesP " O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that hillest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not ! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For 
I say unto you. Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the JLordP (Matt, xxiii, 
37—39.) 

I have said that I believe that this passage expresses the 
essential spirit of Judaism. This may seem a strange notion 
to those who have been in the habit of regarding the Jewish 
dispensation as a dispensation of special and precious privi- 
leges, in whose blessings the Gentile nations were not per- 
mitted to share. I believe that the history of the Jewish 
dispensation is often regarded as a strong ground of attack by 
the opposers of revealed truth ; and as many, not among the 
working classes only, are misled by it, it is worth our while to 
examine the point calmly, and judge for ourselves what the 
objection is worth. 

There are those in the Church who believe that Q-od's 
express aim in Judaism was to keep the Jewish people as 
separate from the world as possible ; to keep them, like Noah, 
in an ark, while He plagued and punished the world at His 
will. But I maintain, on the contrary, that Judaism was 
always genial and benignant to the stranger who would adopt 
its belief and accept its blessings. Prom the evil which was 
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ill the world God was minded to keep the Jewish people free 
at any cost. From idolatry and its attendant pollutions He 
sought to deliver them, inasmuch as idolatry in the long run 
inevitably leads to national decline and death. To the stranger, 
the foreign person or nation, who would dishonour its beliefs 
and trample on its blessings, Judaism was stem as Fate and 
pitiless as Death, The nations which had filled up the measure 
of their iniquity, whose only influence must be corrupting, 
were ruthlessly exterminated. A terrible lesson taught the 
Jews the price of pagan sensuality and crime. There is an 
era in which much blood is shed in the history of the education 
of every people, and on a great scale in the history of th^ 
education of the worl<J. Wot that God wills it, but that 
man wiU have it. Passion breaks loose, sensuality riots at will, 
and it is mostly only by the spectacle of the woe and ruin it 
works, that it is taught how mad it is, and is disposed to sub- 
mit itself to the restraining hand of God, So there was no 
weak pity for nations which had become so corrupt as to be- 
come inevitably corruptive, just as there is no weak pity in 
society for abandoned criminals now. How utterly, hopelessly, 
awfully profligate the Canaanitish nations were, is narrated in 
the 18th Chapter of the Book of Leviticus : the last verses 
must be quoted, as in this lies the justiflcation of the awful 
doom of which the Jews were the executioners. ^^ Defile not 
ye yourselves in any of these things : fir in all these the nations 
are defiled which least out hefire you : and the land is defiled : 
therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof tifon it, and the land 
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. Ye shall therefore Jceep my 
statutes and my judgments ^a/ndshalt not commit any of these abomi- 
nations ; neither any of your oion nation, nor any stranger that 
sojourneth among you : (for all these abominations have the 
men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is 
defiled;) that the land spue not you out also, when ye defiU it, 
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as it spued out the nations that were hejbre ycm, JE'or whosoever 
shall commit any of these abominations , even the souls that com- 
mit them shall he cut off from among their people. Therefore 
ffhall ye Iceep mine ordinance, that ye commit not any one of 
these abominable customs, which were committed before you, and 
that ye defile not yourselves therein: lam the Lord your God,^^ 
(Leviticus xviii, 24 — 30.) I say, the Jews were simply God's 
executioners here, and the same doom, they are plainly warned, 
awaited them if they suffered themselves to be tempted into 
the same sins. The nations of whose pollutions the very land 
was weary, were swept off as the stubble before the flame. But 
this was the accident and not the essential character of the 
dispensation. The law here in England is merciful, though it 
has often to deal out terrible judgment on flagrant sins. And 
I am piersuaded that the more carefully the spirit of the dis- 
pensation is studied, the more plainly will it appear that it is 
expressed in our text. Prom Moses to Zechariah, it is a cry 
to the nations,* not to rot in their own corruption, " Come 
WITH Tjs AND WE WILL DO TOTJ GOOD." How bcnignantly in 
the closing verses of the 8th Chapter of the Book of Joshua, the 
** strangers which were conversant among them'* are included 
in the benediction. How earnestly Daniel and his coadjutors 
sought to diffuse the blessings of Judaism among the nations 
which had enslaved them, and to make the Oriental despots 
sharers of the knowledge of the living Gk)d, which by revelation 
they had gained. HbW emphatically the Prophets take up and 
eieho the invitation with growing clearness and earnestness 
through the ages, until it breaks out into full utterance in the 
great Successor of Moses, the great IHilfiller of the Law, the 
Son of David, the King in Zion, " And I, if I be lifted up, will 
iraw all men ufCto m&.'* Judaism in all lages was a witness for 
Grod to the nations, and a means of drawing all that would be 
dfa\vli unto Himself. - * 
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I. And this leads me to lay down this general principle — 

God's privileges, the gifts which He bestows, and the ad- 
vantages which He confers on some, are never intended to be 
exclusive. They are never meant to dishearten men and to 
drive them to despair, but always to be the means of drawing 
men to Himself. 

This is not at all a favorite view of the Church and its 
privileges with some — and some, too, who undertake very 
loudly to speak for Q-od, and to interpret His mind to the world 
in pur day. Their favorite notion is, not that the Church is 
composed of all who will obey the drawing of God, but of 
those on whom God has, in the' exercise of His sovereign will, 
set a mark,'and whom He so draws as to compel them to come. 
The Church, on this supposition, consists, of course, of a strictly 
privileged class, in whose privileges the outside world may 
never hope to share. The man who is unmarked, whom the 
sovereign election has passed by, may look in, just as a beggar 
might peep wistfully into a banquet hall which is open only to 
kings. "WTioso can believe that this is a true account of the 
ways of God, of the God who is Love, let him believe it. I 
thank God that I find it impossible. God calls all. He calls 
you. The banquet is spread for all, it is spread for you. The 
door is open to aU, it is open to you. The message is pressed 
on all, it is pressed on you. The servants lay hold on all, they 
lay hold on you, and compel you by the soft compulsioi^ of 
love to come in. 

It is a condition of high privilege — of great, eminent, 
glorious joy and hope. A Christian, if he believed it, would 
not change his position and hopes, even in rags, sickness, and 
outward misery, with the archangel before the throve. For 
which of the angels has been called a brother of Christ, and an 
heir of everlasting glory. 

But if any man say " these privileges and hopes are miaft^ 
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because I am happy enougli to belong to a sealed number, a 
number to wbieh poor sinners are not called, who are not privi- 
leged like me," he wrongs God, he wrongs God's great Love, 
in his thoughts. If, further, he says this, as the Pharisees did, 
by his spirit and manner as he moves about among his fellow- 
men, he dishonours God's name, he drags, as far as he can do 
it, BKs glory, the glory of His redeeming love to the world, in 
the dust. If God gives to one man advantages which He 
denies to another, it is that the first may be His minister to 
bring that other to share in His joy. I believe this to be uni- 
versally true of the privileges and advantages which God 
confers on nations and on men. He means them to be minis- 
tries. He means brother to minister to brother ; and ministry, 
like mercy, is " twice blessed ; it blesseth him that gives and 
him that takes." It lies at the root of all the higher develop- 
ments of society ; it is God's ordinance for the completing of 
His work of benediction in the world. 

Unless a Church or a Christian be attracting men, ever 
saying to them by look, voice, manner, hand, " Come with us 
and we wiU do thee good," it is simply doing what the Jews 
did, causing the name of God to be blasphemed. Nothing so 
makes men to blaspheme as to be told that God has placed this 
man id a position, and has caUed him with a calling, which that 
man cannot hope to share. And this is what the doctrine 
which is preached in many popular pulpits comes to. It is of 
no use to try to take off the edge of the diflSculty by saying, 
" True, there is this effectual calling of some, and this leaving 
of others uncalled to perish, but no man can read the names in 
the book of God's decrees, so no man can say he is wrongfully 
dealt with in comparison with another, inasmuch as no man 
can be sure, or even has the right to think, that his name is 
not there." The principle of action is the one thing in question 
here with all honest minds ; and when they are told that this 
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is the principle of God's action, and read in God's book, "Abe 

NOT MT WATS EQUAL, SAITH THE LOBD ?" thej BBJ plainly, 

either there must be a more righteous and loving explanation 
of God's ways, or that sentence, with every word which dwells 
on His love " to man, yea, to the rebellious also," must be blotted 
out of His book. " I would that not thou only, but also all 
that hear me, were not almost but altogether such as I am, 
except these bonds," said a God-inspired man. The God who 
inspired him says the same by him to us — ^to every individual 
member of the lost human race. I now proceed to dwell on 
the invitation. It should be the spoken, the silent utterance 
of every Christian man, of every Christian household, of every 
Christian Church. That it should be so was manifestly God's 
purpose in separating men from the corrupting mass around 
them, and bringing them near unto Himself. They were to be 
educators, purifiers, ministers to the world around them, to 
bring them, by the soft bands of loving, human agency, into 
fellowship with their God, their " God and Father reconciled in 
Christ Jesus." 

II. The invitation which, in the name of the Christian com- 
munity of which I am the minister, I urge on you, " Come 

WITH TJS AND WE WILL DO TOU GOOD." 

I endeavour to present it under four forms : 

1. Come with us to the House of God. 

2. Come with ua to the Word of Truth. 

3. Come with us to the living Saviour. 

4. Come with us to the Home of the Great Family in 
Heaven. 

1. Come with us to the House of God. 

I believe that God never gave to man a more blessed boon 
than the day of rest. But like all God's other gifts, just in 
proportion to its preciousness is it despised and profaned by 
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those to whom its ministries are most important, and its bene* 
diction most large and complete. I am not here thinking of 
attempting to place it on the ground of legal obligation. I am 
not trying to prove to Sabbath-breakers that they are sinners 
against a law in neglecting to honour Q-od's day. How few, 
eyen i^ these days, understand that " we are not under the law 
but under grace." It i^ not a law of the Sabbath which you 
are breaking, but something which it is yet more terrible to 
sin against, God's loving and gracious counsel, in creating for 
you a day of rest, and guarding it, as man cannot guard it by 
the most elaborate positive laws. How much almost fatal 
mischief has been done by the extent to which this day of rest 
haa been treated as a legal obligation, and men have been 
charged as transgressors of a legal commandment, instead of 
as despisers of a gracious boon ! Still, as of old, the law but 
developes sin. We want a Q-ospel of the Sabbath sadly — a 
Gospel which shall secure its honour, by revealing it as the 
good gift of God. It is on this ground alone that I urge the 
subject on you in this place. I want you to feel how good the 
ordinance is, and to love it for its goodness, and to love the 
Lord who gave it, and who guards it, as man could never guard 
it, by His Spirit in the Church. 

In Genesis ii, 1 — 3, we find these words, " Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finishedy mid all the host of 
them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which 
he had made ; and he rested on the seventh day from all his 
work which he had made. And God blessed the seventh 
day, and sanctified it : because that in it he had rested from 
all his work which God created and made" From what 
did God rest ? From activity ? Surely not ; but simply from 
creation ; from what, under humaja conditions, is conceived of as 
the toil of production. His activity and energy, continued during 
the seventh day to sustain and to quicken the universe which He 
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had made. " Mt Tathee woeketh hitheeto, and I also 
WOEK," was the answer of the Saviour to the charge that 
He had done something on the seventh day not expressly 
counted among the lawful, because necessary, Sabbath works. 
God rested ; but His rest was the sustaining of the Creation, 
the upholding of the order, beauty, and fruitfulness of the 
world. The sun, at His bidding, that morning, came forth 
with his wonted splendour, the earth flushed with joy, to meet 
the eye of her bridegroom, and spread all her glorious beauty 
forth to respond to his passionate gaze. That was God's Sabr 
bath day's work. And man is to rest in his measure like God, 
— a rest of joyful, holy activity ; the activity of that which is 
highest and most God-like in him ; not the rest of a brute, 
sleeping lazily before a fire. How many of you spend your 
idle, joyless Sundays just like a dog before a hearth. You lie 
as long as you can, get up as late as you can, loll, lounge, 
smoke, drink, gossip till it is time to lie down again, spending 
the most lazy, useless, lifeless, cheerless day of all the seven, 
and then wake up next morning jaded and weary, in heart at 
any rate, and begin the dreary round of joyless work. That is 
not a man's rest ; it is a brute's. Man is a spirit, and man's 
spirit rests only in communing with God, and doing the 
Father's mission. The rest which man wants is a pure breath 
of the air of that heavenly region, which is the native home of 
his spirit, that he may brace himself for his daily toil by inter- 
course with Him who has ordained the task, in loving fatherly 
wisdom, and whose approval is never wanting when the work has 
been faithfully done. The man who has lifted his soul up from the 
earth by such contemplations on the first day of the week, will 
find himself strong to resist the temptation to grovel during the 
rest. He will go to his work, hard as it may be^ uncongenial 
as it may be to his tastes and habits of thought, with ^ higher 
view of it, what it is, what it means, what it secures. He sees, 
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taking a wide view, how good it is ; he knows who ordained it, 
who can help him against the deadly temptations which beset 
it, and who can crown it, be it humble as it may, with blessed 
fruits, which shall enrich eternity. 

A Q-od-fearing man, who gathers his household around him 
for prayer, and goes up with them to the house of God to 
worship and get fresh strength for the work of life, belongs at 
once to a higher class. Life means more to him and to his. 
"Work means more, and produces more. Higher faculties are 
in play within him, higher joys and ends are within his reach. 
His children breathe a better atmosphere ; they are nursed to 
a more vigorous and manly stature of body, mind, and spirit ; 
they are prepared to honour their parents — and it is man's 
highest honour, the honour which well-trained children reflect 
on the home that reared them — in this life, serving their own 
generation nobly according to the will of God, and then to 
rejoin those who have gone on before them in the heavenly 
mansions on high, " Corns mth us to the house of God,^^ 
Learn with us wherein the true rest of a man's spirit consists, 
what it is which lightens life's burdens, soothes its sorrows, 
sanctifies its discipline, and crowns its labours. " Come with 
us, and we will do you goodP 

2. Come with us to the word of truth. 

As with the Lord's day, so with the Bible, there is a certain 
prejudice against it in the minds of many who have never 
studied its pages, or attempted to estimate fairly the work it 
has done for the world. Probably the Church has contributed 
to strengthen the prejudice, by the extent to which she has 
endeavoured to establish its authority, instead of revealing its 
blessings to mankind. Again, we have forgotten that we are 
not under the law, but under grace. God's word it is : the 
organ of communication of His absolute unchanging truth to 
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maiLkiiid. But we have failed to exhibit in its fulness the fact 
that these are Grod's " good words'* to man. *' Good news." The 
term is often on our lips ; but we are sadly too prone to 
develop their authority rather than their goodness ; to demon- 
strate their heavenly origin, rather thim leave that to speak, by 
the truth and goodness of the words, for itself. But it were 
well worth the while of a thoughtful working «^man, who has 
had infused into his mind certain prejudices about the Book, 
to consider how^much of the beliefe which are dearest to him 
about himself, his fellow man, about truth, righteousness, and 
charity, about life, immortality, and Grod, are the gifts of Q-od 
through the Bible — at least, in the clear, definite, and practical 
form in which we hold them — to the world. But there are 
some practical tests to which it is better to appeal. 

I will suppose that sickness has entered your home. There 
is a fair young child, the darling of your heart, the little thing 
whose voice always welcomed you home at night, whose prattle 
never failed to cheer you as she sat on yoiur knee by your fire- 
side at tea. Death has marked her. Day after day you come 
home, and miss the familiar welcome ; you steal up to the bed- 
side, and watch with an agony, whose measure none can guess at, 
the swift progress of the destroyer. At length the moment of 
the last struggle comes. One choking gasp — perhaps the word 
" Father," " Mother," seemed to form on her lips, and it is 
over. She lies there, fair as a plucked lily, and as perishing ; 
soon you have to bury her out of your sight. Tell me, will it 
hurt you then to open your Bible and read there that the 
glorious King of Heaven, the King who reigns in the world • 
into which your darling has passed, said once when a man 
upon earth, ^^ Suffer little children to come tmto me, and forhid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of ReavenP "Would it be 
a dark thought, that He who took them in His arms and blessed 
them, has there gathered your little lamb in His arms.^ and 
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folded her in His bosom, with a tenderness which casts even 
yours into the shade ! 

Or, let lis say you have fallen into trouble. You are out 
of work, or disabled by illness ; food, firing, clothing are all too 
scanty, and there seems to be worse in store. All around you 
is dark, and the prospect darker still ; will it hurt or help you 
to open your Bible, and read out the words of a man whose 
case was still darker, and, to a human eye, more hopeless than 
yours. "Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of tliy water- 
spouts : all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. Yet 
the Lord will command his loving-kindness in the daytime, and 
in the night his song shall he with me, and my prayer tmto the 
God of my life. I will say unto God my roclc, Why hast thou 
forgotten me ? why go I mourning because of the oppression of 
the enemy ? As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach 
m^; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? Why 
art thou cast down, O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted 
within me ? hope thou in God : for I shall yet praise him, who 
is the health of my countenance, and my GodP (Psalm xlii, 
7 — 11.) Or these words of the great Apostle on the meaning 
and end of the discipline we endure. " Jbr consider him that 
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto 
blood, striving c^avnst sin. And ye have forgotten the exhorta- 
tion which speaketh tmto you as tmto children. My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re- 
buked of him : For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, cmd 
I scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endv/re chastening, 
Qvd dealeth with you as with sons ; for what son is he whom the 
father chasteneth not ? But if ye be without chastisement^ 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
Furthermore we have had fathers ofourfhesh which corrected us, 
and we gave them reverence : shall we not much rather be in 
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subjection unto the Father of spirits^ cmd live ? JEbr they 
verily for a few da/ys chastened us after their own pleasure ; hut 
he for our profit, that we might he partakers of his holiness. 
Now no chastening for the present seemeth to he joyous, hut 
grievoiis : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceahle fruit 
of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby^ (He- 
brews xii, 3—11.) 

Or it may be that the dear companion of your pilgrimage, 
the sharer of all your joys and sorrows through long and faith- 
ful years, lies dead at length ; and you must write " There I 
buried Eachel" in your way-book of life, and go sadly, tear- 
fully, through the rest of your journey alone. I think that if 
she died in faith, in the faith and hope of the Grospel, in sure 
and certain hope of a joyful resurrection, these words will 
come home to your spirit with a strange grandeur and power, 
as you stand by her new-made grave. " But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the frstfruits of them that slept. 
For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive. But every man in his own order : Christ the 
firstfruits; afterwa/rd they that are Christ^ s at his coming. 
. * . Now this I say, brethren, that flesh tmd blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit 
ineorruption. Behold, I show you a mystery : we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all he cha/nged. In a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shaU he raised incorruptible, and we shall he 
changed. For this corruptible must put on ineorruption, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
shall have put on ineorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, (ken shall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written. Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is 
thy stim ? O grave, wliere is thy victory ?- The sting of death 
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is 9m; and the Strength of sin is the law. But^\thanks he to 
Ghd, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Therefore, my heloved hrethren, he ye stedfast, tmmoveahle, 
always ahounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vtsin in the LordP (1 Cor. 
XV, 20 — 23, 50 — 58.) Or when you yourself grow old and 
weary, and see the form of the angel of death advancing, 
it may be feel the point of his steely dart, will it depress 
and distress you to read out, " The Lord is my sliepherd ; I 
shall not want JETe maketh me to lie down in green pastures : 
he leadeth me heside the still waters. Se restoreth my 
soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name^s sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadoio of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me ; 
thy rod and thy staff' they comfort me. Thou preparest a tahle 
hefore me in the presence of mine enemies ; thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ; and I will dwell 
in the home of the Lord for ever " (Ps. xxiii.) — or will it 
move you to cry to Him who is waiting to redeem your spirit 
unto Himself, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end he like theirs.^* There is no condition, there are 
no circumstances, for which blessed words are not to be foimd 
in that Book ; words such as no mere man could speak to you. 
" Come with us to the word of truth." Learn with us to 
make it the man of your counsel, the way-book of your pil- 
grimage. " Come with its, a"n^d we will do toxj good." 

3. Come with us to the living Saviour. 

"We do not say, " Come with us to our church fellowship, to 

swell our numbers." " Come with us to our Saviour," is our 

invitation ; He will make known to you, and lead you to do 

His will. But come. "We want you to get at the root of all 
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your suffering and wretchedness ; all that makes the sadness 
of life and the bitterness of pain — a bad heart. Yes ! Every 
honest-minded man will say, the test of it all is there. If I 
had but a better heart I should have a better life, a better 
hope, a better end. It is just that which Christ can give, and 
Christ alone. That is what He means when He calls Himself 
a Saviour. One who can cure the disease of sin, renew the 
heart, reform the nature, kindle within the spirit the love of 
Grod, of truth, of purity, and inspire the hope of heavenly 
glory. This is to save a man. And for this the Lord came, 
wrestled, suffered, died ; that He might have the right and the 
power to preach regeneration to man. " This man, because Se 
continueth ever, hath cm v/nchangedble priesthood ; wherefore J3.e 
is able to save, even to the uttermost, all that come unto Ood hy 
Bim, seeing Se ever liveth to make intercession for them." 
He has now the right and the power to say to the worst sinner 
upon earth, " Son, thy sins be forgiven thee : go in peace." 

He is waiting to say it to you. There are thousands around 
you to whom He has said it, who, believing " that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins," can look up with 
loving confidence in the face of Q-od. He has lifted their bur- 
dens, He has dissipated their dread. He has filled them with 
the hope which maketh not ashamed, " the peace which passeth 
all understanding, and the joy which is unspeakable and full of 
glory." And they, rejoicing in this salvation, say to you^ 
echoing His word — Come. Come with us to the living Saviour ; 
come and listen to His message of mercy; come, stand before 
the cross on Calvary, look onHim, whom you, too, have pierced 
and mourn, and hear for yourself the blessed words, " Thy faith 
hath saved thee, go in peace." 

4. Come with us to the Father's home on high. 
The life struggle will soon be ended. It will soon seem but a 
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slight matter to you how you struggled through. It is said of 
Paul's companions, " Some on boards, some on broken pieces of 
the ship . . . they all escaped safe to land." It is a picture of 
the life-course of how many noble and faithful ones. Life 
seems to them but one long battle with the fierce waves, 
breasting them, struggling with them; often choked, often 
whelmed, but borne on by a mighty sustaining hand to the 
eternal shores. Oh ! the rapture of the moments when the 
feet shall press it, and first feel the touch of that blissful shore. 
The peril, the darkness, the battle, the anguish, behind us for 
ever ; before us the gleaming gate of Paradise, the innumer- 
able company of angels,'the general assembly and church of the 
first -bom, the dear ones v^rho have gone on before us, and who 
are already walking in white before the throne of G-od and of 
the Lamb. Come with us to Him who is ** The Way." No 
man cometh unto the Father, or to His love, but by Him. 
Come with us to the Cross — ^no Cross, no Crown. Come with 
us to the battle — no battle, no victory. Come with us to the 
school of discipline — no suffering, no glory. " Come with us 
and we will do you good" — good, the measure of which will 
only be known in that day when you shall hear the sentence 
from the most sacred lips, " Come ye blessed of my Pather, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from before the founda- 
tion of the world." 
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" The joy of tliy Salvation,^' — Psalm li, 12. 

Theee is an old-fashioned ring about the word Salvation 
which brings it into high disfavour with that school of theology 
which rejoices in the denomination of " New." They find a 
fall and rich meaning in the word, when used in a state of 
society such as that in which the apostles preached the Gospel 
— a society rotting in vice and misery, degraded by the foulest 
lusts and disfigured by the grossest wrongs that human imagi- 
nation can conceive or human life display ; a society whose 
very atmosphere was contamination — ^to live in which was to 
live in a lazar house of moral plague ; from which, therefore, 
all who had even the faintest desire to live purely must fly, 
like Lot from Sodom, gathering up their garments round them, 
lest they should carry with them some elements of the con- 
tagion to the purer homes in which they sought to dwell. 
Yes, they needed salvation in the apostolic ages, as much as a 
plague-stricken man needs to be borne out into an untainted 
atmosphere, or a drowning man, in his last choking struggle 
with the waves, needs to be grasped by a strong band and 
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lifted out of the jaws of death. But, then, this new school 
tells us, things have quite changed now. This is a Christian 
country, and men, it is said, " do not need to be made Chris- 
tians, they are born Christians. What they need is the 
teaching of the truth, and the aid of the Spirit to help them 
to realise the gift which is freely bestowed on them by the 
grace of Christ. They need a Father's care and love, the wise 
discipline of His providence, the vigilant ministrations of His 
Church — the Father's counsels, the pastor's care; but not 
salvation — except in a very limited sense — for salvation is 
already theirs." I am far from feeling that there is no truth 
in this — that men bom in a Christian land, and heirs, of 
necessity, of the moral enlightenment and development of the 
nation which has been for ages leavened with the truth of 
Christianity, stand related to Grod no otherwise than the 
heathen, who know not even His name, and are heirs of prin- 
ciples and practices on which the broad seal of the devil is 
plain. I believe that men born in a Christian land sustain, 
by virtue of the measure of Christian light which they cannot 
but receive, a very high and solemn relation to God, and are 
amenable to a more awful tribunal than the heathen who know 
Him not ; but I believe that salvation, the salvation which is 
in Christ Jesus, is for them too " the one thing needful ;" 
that no man can be bom into it, that every man must seek 
and find it by repentance and faith, that with every one of us 
the question has to be practically settled — shall our privilege, 
our light, " our power to live," be a savour of life unto life, or 
of death unto death ? — ^and that the settlement of that ques- 
tion affirmatively in every individual soul is " Salvation." 
There is many a man dying spiritually of the careless belief 
that he is saved, and need concern himself about the matter 
no more. " What more would you have me do ?" said a woman 
to a city missionary. " I was baptized and confirmed, I have 
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had my children baptized and confirmed. What more?" What 
more ? Simply " seek salvation ;" for the apostle, who preached 
salvation to the heathen, would say of such a one, did he look 
upon her, " I perceive that thou also art in the gall of bitterness 
and in the bond of iniquity^'* Hebe, as elsewhebe ik thb 

WOELD, MAN BY NATTJBE IS ON HIS WAY TO THE LOWEST AND 

NOT TO THE HIGHEST. The awakening to the consciousness 
of this, it may be slowly and from an early age, as with 
Timothy ; it may be suddenly, with a sharp convulsion, as with 
the Philippian jailer — the crying out for deliverance from this, 
the acceptance of the way of escape from this, opened by the 
Gospel, is the seeking and finding the salvation of God. I 
dwell on the last word. It is God's salvation. It is no 
dreamy following of the upward instincts and aspirations of 
the nature ; no trying to be just, pure, and good, and 
then, if we fail, and become selfish, sensual, and devilish, for- 
getting the failure and trying again, always trying, always 
hoping, with a vague belief that though sin always gets the 
better of us, there is some good thing in us which, after all, 
cannot be lost. 

Neither, again, is it a vague reliance on God's goodness and 
mercy, a feeling that He is a Father, and cannot, therefore, 
doom His children to despair and death. These dreams and 
hopes are the salvations which men provide for themselves — 
but they are not, nor are they like, God's salvation. 

God's salvation rests upon the knowledge of God Himself, 
as He has revealed Himself — His name — His word — His pro- 
mises — His work ; whereby, not by our own dreams or hopes, 
but by His declaration, " We have strong consolation who have 
fled for refuge to the hope set before us in the Oospeiy Re- 
member, it is one thing to feel that He is a father, and must? 
be full of love to His children ; it is another thing to hear 
Him say, '* I am a Father ; I love as no human father can love^ 
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and I give a gift, I do a work, by which the whole love of my 
heart is declared.*' " For God so loved the world, that He guve 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believjsth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not His Son into 
the world to condemn the world ; but that the world through him 
might be saved, ^^ (John iii, 16, 17.) 

The man rejoices in God's salvation, as far as the belief in 
the fatherly love of God is essential to it, who knows from God's 
own lips that God loves as a Father, and receives the tokens 
of a Father's love fresh from God's own heart. It is one thing to 
trust vaguely to God's goodness for pardon (and vague must 
be every conception bom from man's own brain about things 
infinite and eternal) ; it is another thing to hear Him say> 
" Come, now, a/nd let us reason together ; though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ;^^ and to follow His 
guiding finger till we behold " the Lamb of God who taketh 
away the sins of the world,^* The man who rejoices in God's 
salvation, so far as sense of forgiveness is an element in it, 
is the man who has learnt before the cross, contemplating that 
awful " agony and bloody sweat, that cross and passion," the 
terrible earnestness of God's purpose, of God's desire, to 
forgive the sins of the world. It is one thing to have our 
hopes and instincts looking on towards immortality, to feel 
within us the stirring of powers for which this earth offers us 
no theatre and time no sphere, to see that the life of this 
world is not only a dark mystery, but is a foul stain on the 
character af God, unless the present discords are elements of 
a concord which shall be complete in celestial regions — these 
present sorrows elements of joys which shall ripen and bear fruit 
in life eternal ; it is another thing to see " life and immortality ' 
brought to light by the Gospel,*^ to stand by the unsealed 
tomb of Lazarus and hear such awful words as these :— "i" 
a^ the resurrection^ mid the life: he that believeth in me, 
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though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and 
helieveth in me shall never die. Believest thou this ? She saith 
unto him, Yea, Lord< I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son 
of Ghd, which should come into the world. And when she had 
so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, 
saying. The Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon €m 
she heard that, she a/rose quickly, and came unto him. Now 
Jesfus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where 
Martha met him. The Jews then which were with her in the 
house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up 
hastily and went out, followed her, saying. She goeth unto the 
grave to weep there. Then when Mary was come where Jesus 
was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto hims 
Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died* When 
Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which 
came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and 
said. Where have ye laid him ? They said unto him. Lord, come 
and see, Jesus wept, OThen said the Jews, Behold how he loved 
him ! And some of them said. Could not this man, which opened 
the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not 
have died? Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to 
the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it, Jesus said, 
Take ye away the stone, Martha, the sister of him that was 
dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh : for he hath 
been dead four days. Jestis saith unto her. Said I not unto thee, 
that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 
2^en they took away the stone from the place where the dead was 
laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said. Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me 
always : but because of the people which sftand by I said it, that 
they may believe that thou hast sent me. And when he thus had 
spoken, he cried with a hud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he 
thai was dead eameforth^ bound hand and foot with gravechthes : 
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and his face was hound about with a napkin, Jesus saith unto 
them, Loose him, and let him go^ ( Jolm xi, 25 — 4)4.) "Xc^ not 
yov/r heart he' troubled : ye believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father* s house are many mansions : if it were not so, I would 
have told you, I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where lam, there ye mmf be also. And whither 
I go ye know, and the way ye know, Thomas saith unto him, 
Lord, we know not whither thou goest ; and how can we know the 
way /"' (John xiv, 1 — 5.) " Qo to my brethren, and say tmto 
them, I ascend tmto vny Father, and yov/r Father ; and to my 
God, and yov/r GodP (John xx, 17.) 

The man who has received these truths from God, these gifts 
of God, and knows why and " whom he has believed," is the 
man in whom the joys of God's salvation abound. He has 
God'^s salvation ; his ground is the everlasting rock, the Word 
of God. His fortress is the Almighty Name ; his assurance is 
the unalterable purpose, the irrevocable promise, of the Father 
— sealed — made "yea and amen,'* if the gift of the God-man 
can make it — in Christ Jesus. There is a ground external to 
our own notions, dreams, and aspirations, on which we plant 
our feet, and find our own dreams and hopes realised, because 
we can see them rooted in the Will — the Word of God. Thy 
salvation, my Lord and my God ! Thy work for me ! Thy gift 
to me — not my work ! " Lord, I believe ; help thou mine un- 
belief'^ This is briefly the nature of God's salvation. Now 
what are its joys ? 

The joys of God's salvation. 

1. The joy of a sufficient and final answer to the self-up- 
braidings of a guilty soul. I place this first, because the sense 
of guilt, the dread of doom, must be disposed of, before there 
can be any freedom, any upright, manly activity, any pure and 

ro 





THE JOYS OF SALVATION. 7 

lasting joy. The sense of guilt — till a man has found refuge in 
Christ — acts on the spiritual and mental frame like a dose of 
narcotic poison. It is the devil's poison, with which he para- 
lyses, that he may ensnare, the soul. He is the accuser — a 
victorious accuser, until he is answered by Christ. The man 
who wakes up to comprehend the breadth and the depth of 
God's law, " searching the thoughts and intents of the hearf^ — 
who knows that sooner or later " righteotumess must he laid to 
the line, and judgment to the plummet*^ — stands self-condemned. 
All refuges of lies have vanished, the naked realities appear, 
and his sin clouds over utterly the heaven of God's love. 
The sense of guilt torments him ; sin seems to have poisoned 
all the vital springs. " O miserable man that I am, who shall 
deliver me from the hodg of this death .^'* The same cry rises 
to heaven from the teeming myriads who fill earth's darkness 
with their wailing. Nominal Christians may make light of it, 
but this question of the purging of guilt is the fundamental 
question of all the religions of heathendom — of all simple, un- 
tutored souls. ** Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and 
how myself before the high God ? shall I come before him with 
burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleased with thousands of rams, or toith ten thousands of rivers 
of oil ? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 
of my body for the sin of my soul ? JELe hath shewed thee, O 
man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, a/nd to walk humbly with {hy 
Ood f " (Micah vi, 6 — 8.) And till the question is solved it 
is the great moral paralysis. The man who knows he is a bank- 
rupt is mostly reckless in his expenditure. The man who knows 
he is doomed, like the inhabitant of a plague-stricken city, 
grows wild and wanton in very despair, and tries at any rate 
to deaden the dread by frantic and delirious joy. Thus the 
devil comes to hold, among all heathen nations, his saturnalia 
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of sin. And to this questioning there is but one joyful an- 
swer : '* I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord, So then 
with the mind I mi/self serve the law of God; hut with the flesh 
the law of sin. There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus^ who walk not after the fleshy hut 
cfter the Spirit, For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For 
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, 
Gi>d sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh : that the righteousness of the law 
might he fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, hut after 
the Spirit, , . . Who shall lag anything to the charge of God's 
elect ? It is God that justifleth. Who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall trihulation, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword ? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day 
long ; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved 
us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall he ahle 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord:' (Bom. vii, 25 ; viii, 1--4, 33--39.) The burden faUs 
off; the darkness is chased by dawn. " Eureka !" " I have found 
it !" is the cry. The poison la expelled ; the glow of health 
returns ; the blood courses freely in the arteries, and tingles in 
every vein; the dead man is alive again — ^^ alive unto God 
through Jestis Christ our Lord,*^ Sin still strives, but cannot 
reign ; for the moment it regains the mastery, " hut if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous^* Christians who are overtaken by sin sometimes 
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have very dreadful views of the doom to which they expose 
themselves, as though theirs was the unpardonable sin. It 
was to believers John said, ^^ Brethren, ifo^y man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father ^ 

These doubts and dreads are of the devil, if they keep you 
from flying to Christ and pleading His name for forgiveness. 
They are of Satan's band of robbers, and spoil you — tried, 
tempted, weak, doubting Christian— of the joys of His salva- 
tion. " For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
hy the death of his Son, much more, heing reconciled, we shall he 
saved hy his life. And not only so, hut we also joy in Ood 
through owr Lord Jesus Christ, hy whom we have now received 
the atonement^ (Eom. v, 10, 11.) 

2. The joy of a portion which satisfies the heart's largest 
conceptions and desires. 

A great thinker has said, *^ Give a man half a universe, and he 
will at once quarrel with the holder of the other half. What 
he needs is God's infinite universe all to himself." I do not 
think God's infinite universe would do. I think David com- 
prehended it better when he said, " My soul pwnteth for God, 
for the living GodP There is that in man which the know- 
ledge of the living God only can satisfy, which, having God, 
has all things in Him. 

The soul soon loses its interest in bounded and visible trea- 
sures. " They may be good, beautiful," it says, " but they are 
not my God." If God be mine, mine to know, to commune 
with, to dwell with eternally, then am I richer than Croesus or 
Solomon, though I sit with Job on his dunghill, or lie with 
Lazarus, dog-licked, on the steps of the rich man's sumptuous 
door. "We know what it is to love the creature — ^to feel that 
the love and communion of some fond, fair idol would make 
the bliss of earth, the bliss of eternity. He has the joys of 
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God's salvation who has done with idols — who loves only that 
which has eternal beauty and fairness in the creature, and finds 
that he has the very substance of all that may be loved in the 
Lord. The commerce between the believing soul and Christ 
is the ravishing sweetness of the present — the hope of un- 
clouded vision, of unbounded communion, is the glorious trea- 
sure of the future. The cares, losses, heartaches of the present 
sink to nothing when weighed against His love. There were 
those — there are still — whocan"yZory i« tribulations also: 'know- 
ing that tribulation worheth patience ; and patience, experience ; 
and experience, hope : and hope maJceth not ashamed ; because 
the love of Ood is shed abroad in our hearts by the JLoly Ghost 
which is given unto w*.'* (B»om. v, 3 — 6.) 

3. The joy of an answer to all the difiiculties and perplexities 
which beset the spirit and the intellect in their progress. 

I do not say that the believer, in full communion with Christ 
and with the joys of His salvation, is freed from the mental and 
the moral cares which beset the path of a soul's progress. That 
joy — ^the joy of knowing that doubt, darkness, and the anguish 
of mental and moral conflict, are done with for ever — we shall 
realise when we can take up the song, " For I am now ready to 
be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished my cou/rse, I have kept the 
faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day : and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his 
appearing^ (2 Tim, iv, 6 — 8.) We must win our creed by 
mental conflict, we must win our crown by moral conflict ; but 
the joy of G-od's salvation is tasted by those who feel that the 
great central truths, at any rate, are sure. " I know whom 
I have believed" I have found the centre ; to explore the 
circumference may be matter of danger, difficulty, suffering, 
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but hope lights the way, the sorrow can never darken into 
despair. Who that has braced his understanding for the work 
for which God inspired it, to search into the deep things of 
God's nature, His works, His ways, has not again and again, 
as he found himself beaten in the quest, broken out into 
thanksgiving, " Well, one thing is clear to me, let what will be 
dark, — * I know that my Redeemer liveth,^ I have an ark to 
return to when weary with wandering, a rock on which, when 
pressed by doubts and dreads, I can rest." Thank God in 
Christ, you whose spirit can rest while the intellect explores. 
You are not like a swimmer swimming for your life in a wild, 
wide sea, whose every stroke is agony, as he peers through the 
darkness and sees no hope of succour. A boat and a sure pilot 
attend you in your strivings, to receive you, when exhausted, to 
rest. It is an awful thing when a man has to wrestle with the 
intellect for every truth which is dear to his conscience. The 
mind's battles lose all their bitterness when the soul has found 
rest in Jesus. We know then we have the heart of truth ; 
the body we shall find here or in eternity. I might say much as 
to the high advantage of the man whose inquiry into the 
works or ways of God is helped, is lit, by a soul at peace with 
Him, at one with Him. There is hope- of his knowing all 
things that it is good to know, who has already the mind of 
Christ. 

4. The joy of having the Key to all the mysterious ways of 
Providence in the world. 

God writes the records of His Providential government in 
ciphers. We know the cipher ; it is a blank to others. To 
those who know God it is plain and clear. They live in the 
Pather's house ; to them all its arrangements and orders are 
no secret ; they are familiar with all the modes of its life. To 
the soul well grounded in the conviction ^' He doeth all things 
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wcZZ," there is no mystery. This or that thing may be diffi- 
cult to understand ; but to him who believes, the mystery, at 
any rate, is dissipated — ^the ftill understanding will come in 
time. How deadly is the difficulty to those who have not 
found the key in the love of God in Christ, let these passages 
show : — " OOhen Job cmswered and said, Even to-day is vrnj com- 
'plaint hitter : mp stroke is heavier than my groaning* Oh that 
I knew where I might find him ! that I might come even to his 
seat I I would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth 
with arguments. I would know the words which he would answer 
me, and understand what he would say unto me. Will he plead 
against me with his great power ? No ; but he would put 
strength in me. There the righteous might dispute with him; 
so should I be delivered for ever from my judge. Behold, I go 
forward, but he is not there ; and backward, but I can/not per- 
ceive him : on the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot 
behold him : he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot 
see him.'** (Job xxiii, 1 — 9.) ^^But oh that God would speak, 
and open his lips against thee ; and that he would show thee the 
secrets qfunsdom, that they are double to that which is f Know 
therefore that God exacteth of thee less than thine iniquity de- 
serveth. Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou 
find out the Almighty u/nto perfection ? It is as high as heaven ; 
what canst thou do ? deeper them hell ; what canst thou know ? 
The measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than 
the sea. If he be cut off, a/nd shut up, or gather together, then 
who can hinder him?** (Job xi, 6 — 10.) ^^ The writing of 
Sezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, a/nd was re- 
covered of his sickness t I said in the cutting off of my days, I 
shall go to the gates of the grave : I am deprived of the residue 
of my years. I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the lord, 
in the land of the living : I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world. Mine age is departed^ and is removed 
76 



THE JOYS OF SALVATION. 13 

from me as a shepherd' 9 tent : I have cut off like a weaver my 
life : he mil cut me off with pining sickness : from day even 
to night wilt thou make an end of me. I reckoned till morning, 
that J as a lion, so will he break all my hones: from day 
even to night wilt thou make an end of me. Like a crane or 
a swallow, so did I chatter : I did mourn as a dove : mine 
eyes fail with looking upward : O Lord, I am oppressed; un^ 
dertake for me. What shall I say? he hath hoth spoken unto 
me, and himself hath done it : I shall go softly all my years 
in the bitterness of my soul. O Lord, hy these things men 
live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit : so vnlt thou 
recover me, and make me to live. Behold, for peace I had great 
bitterness : but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from 
the pit of corruption : for thou hast cast all my sins behind 
thy back. For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not 
celebrate thee : they that go down into the pit cannot hope for 
thy truth. The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as 1 do 
this day : the father to the children shall make known thy 
truth,^^ (Is. xxxviii, 9 — 19.) "But we know ^^that all things 
must work together for good to them that love God,'^ And 
we believe that God forsafceth not the world in all its agonies 
and perils, for which the Lord Jesus died. " He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not, with him also, freely give us all things? " ^^JOhen let not 
your heart be troubled,*^ saith the Saviour. We can even take 
these sorrows, and make them into joys. " We glory in tribu- 
lation also ; for the trial of our faith being much more precums 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, shall 
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ,^' 

6. The joy of victory over death. 

Hades — the unseen world — was to the ancients a land of 
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gloom and cold. They dreaded to speak of it, to think of it, 
and the dread of it is on man's natural heart. It is an awful 
thing to look upon the face of the dead. "Where is the spirit which 
a moment since shone out of those eyes and spoke by those 
lips ; whither has it borne its powers, its strength, its weak- 
ness, its sins, its destinies ? And then we understand that we 
have one foot in the grave, that we, too, are of two worlds. 
The most dread moment of our experience is before us — every 
one of us. We may have mastered many agonies ; we have 
yet to wrestle with the agony of death. .There is a great 
shock, a great pain, a great horror to the natural mind, before 
us in the future, gay as we are now, glad, thoughtless, filling 
the sunshiny air with songs. That great, black terror has to 
be faced, and faced alone. Tender hands have sheltered 
you through all your early conflicts ; a brave and tender 
heart has always, it may be, been ready to fling itself be- 
tween you and the shocks of fate. But there the dearest must 
leave you ; alone you must then face your destiny. Ah ! what 
joy, what rapture in the assurance, that for you, as the dear 
forms of earth grow dim, a grander, more beautiful, more glo- 
rious form will come shining through the gloom. Already He 
has sent His strong, cheering words to herald His advent: 
" Tea, though I walk theotjgh the valley op the sha- 
dow OP death, I WILL PEAB NO EVIL ; FOB THOU AET WITH 
ME ; THY EOD AND THY STATE, THEY COMPOET ME." 

" O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks he to Qvd, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ Therefore, my beloved brethren, he ye sted- 
fast, tmmoveahle, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord^^ 
(1 Cor. XV, 55 — 58.) The joy of a victory over death. For 
us death is slain, the grave is buried. 
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" Oh ! if my Lord would come and meet, 

My soul should stretch her wings in haste ; 
Fly fearless through death's iron gate, 
Nor feel the terrors as she passed." 

^^ Absent from the hody, present with the Lord^ 

6. The joy of living union with God, with Christ, with all 
living and blessed beings, eternally. 

What is that world ? What its speech, its habit, the forms 
of its life ? We know not. The veil hangs over all these. 
" Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall he : but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is. And every man 
that hath this hope in him pur\fieth himself, even as he is pure,'* 
(1 John iii, 2, 3.) " We know;** for He is there— the God- 
man glorified ; and the God-manhood glorified, through trial, 
suflTering, and death, is the key to the life of eternity. " This 
we KNOW," for we see Jesus. We can wait to know more till 
we see him unveiled in heaven. We know that for those who 
are saved with His salvation God has laid up that " which eye 
hath not seen, and ear hath not heard, and heart of man hath not 
conceived.'* To them He prepares to unfold eternally all 
the treasures of His wisdom and His love. Fair and grand 
are the things which here we are permitted to look upon and 
to connect with our Father's hand. The splendour that floods 
the world when the midsummer sun is reigning in the zenith, 
the serene and tender beauty which glows in the air when 
the young moon lifts her cresset above the woods — but I know 
that these are but the earthly images of the heavenly things 
which abide before the Saviour, and which the eye purged of 
its films by death alone is able to behold. Wonder not that 
there have been some so ravished by the thought of what it is to 
be in the Saviour's presence, that they have cast loose the 
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bonds which chained them earthwards, and stood attent, eager 
to catch the heavenly summons, " cmd depart and he with Christ, 
which is far hetter^ 

These are the joys of His salvation, and now they are freely 
offered to you by the Gospel — " jffb / every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters /" And now go home and sell them if 
you can, if you dare, for the fumes of the wine-cup, the kisses 
of a harlot, the pleasures of the world, or its dirty gains. 
David was mad to indulge his passions, and sold the joys of 
salvation for the embrace of an adultress, and the devil gave 
him as a makeweight the dishonour of his name,*the discord and 
desolation of his house, and the murdered corpse of his 
friend. You know what these joys of the world are worth 
to you. There is truth in the old fable ; the monks believed 
that the devil might always be known by the smell of brim- 
stone he left behind him. And you know how these pleasures 
taste when they are over — what heartache, misery, agony of 
soul, a course of this world's pleasures leaves to its votaries as 
the aftertaste. Now resolve to have done with it, and done 
with it for ever. Take in your hand now the riches that add 
no sorrow, the joy that leaves no aftertaste of pain ; and let 
the ^^joy of the Lord he your strength''^ — strength for duty, 
strength for making known to others the joys of salvation God 
has given you as your portion. If you want to kill them, keep 
them to yourself, brood over them selfishly, think with sleek 
satisfaction, " I am safe, at any rate, how many soever Satan 
may sweep into the pit." That state of mind will kill the joy 
at the heart. If you wish to keep, communicate ; if you wish 
to be joyful, utter your joys abroad. " Then,^^ says David, " will 
I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall he converted 
unto theey The joy of Thy salvation is a joy which makes me 
long to infect others. It is not my salvation, it is God's sal- 
vation, and claims — and I will glory in making known the 
claim — the whole human world. 
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" He gave . . . pastors and teachers, for tTie perfecting oj 
the saints for the work of the ministrg"* — ^Eph. iv, 11, 12. 

Lp we rightly understand them, a flood of bright light is 
shed on the nature of the ministry and of Church membership 
by these words. A saint is to be a " minister." The office of 
the pastor and teacher is to perfect him for his work. A 
"minister" is not a "preacher," but a "helper;" one whose 
life is to be a ministry to the world ; even as " the Son of Man 
came not to he ministered unto hut to minister, and to give Sis 
Ufe as a ra/nsomfor mxmy,^'^ 

And now let me address to you who are Church members a 
few frank words. For generations past the saint has been in 
the habit of thinking of himself as a person to be ministered 

* I am of course aware that the exact relation of the clauses in these verset 
is much disputed. There is difficulty in settling the relation of the clauses in 
which i(£ is used with that in which icpoQ is used. I believe that I hatet 
given the real connection ^ and the objection that it necessitates a too wide 
rendering of th^ word liaKovia, seems to me to beg a question upon which 
there is very much to be said. 
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unto ; one who had a minister whose business it was to look 
after him, to visit him, to comfort him, to cheer his sick bed, 
and to open to his dying eye the vision of the mansions of the 
blest on high. The saint has long been in the habit of con- 
sidering that he had a clear right to a certain amount of this 
ministry from his pastor and teacher, and that if he failed to 
get it he was a very ill-used man indeed. 

My concern here is not with the duties of the pastor and 
teacher — the measure in which it may be possible for him, 
having due consideration for study,, meditation, prayer, com- 
munion with the highest minds in literature, and with the 
poorest and most ignorant minds in the world around him, to 
fulfil what may be expected of him by the members of his 
congregation, the " saints " of the church. But for them it is 
deeply important that they should understand that were the 
yeil at this moment lifted, were ministers and church mem- 
bers summoned to stand before the tribunal of their Lord, the 
question to each one would be, not " When did your minister 
last see you, to cheer, to comfort, to guide you in the way P" 
but, " "When did you last minister ; when did that sick, suffer- 
ing, ignorant one, within a stone's throw of your own door^ 
last see you, and learn through you what Christ can do for a 
sin-sick, suffering human soul ? " "We preachers are not your 
substitutes in the conscription of the great army of spiritual 
labour. We are your fellow-conscripts, the leaders of your 
labour, if you will; but our one grand mission is to perfect 
you, that is arm, equip, and inspire you for the work. Let me — 

I. Present to you a contrast, which is often very painfully 
present to my mind — two picturea on which I pray you to 
look. 

The Christians — ^tbe true members of all ehyrebes — are, 
as a class, distinguished by the possession of privileges 
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and powers of quite awful extent and height in comparison 
with the world outside. If you believe your profession, there 
is something utterly humbling in the sense of what you have 
in possession and prospect, which myriads of your fellow 
countrymen have not, though bom like you under the broad 
shadow of the flag of an empire which accepts the G-ospel as 
the basis of its constitution ; bom in your very parish, under 
the care of Christian pastors, and within sound of the church 
bells which rang sweet chimes to your infancy. 

You are a priest and king in the ranks of the celestial 
hierarchy. You, here on earth, as you move about struggling 
with a load of cares, oppressed by a burden of weaknesses 
and sins, are the objects of a distinguishing love and tender- 
ness, to the Great Father, to the Lord Christ in glory, which 
places you, here on earth, as God's sons, in the foremost rank 
of spiritual being, and will clothe you there with a glory, and 
crown you with a splendour, such as no highest archangel can 
challenge through eternity. Through life, in every sorrow, in 
each scene of darkness and dread, you are upborne by the 
assurance that that suffering, that anguish, are the work of 
the absolute wisdom, the absolute love, taking counsel for 
your eternal welfare. You are able, strong in this faith, not 
only not to whine in suffering like a beaten slave, but to 
rejoice, to burst out into a song of praise : " I glory in tribu^ 
lationa also: knowing that tribulation worheth patience; a/nd 
paiience, experience: and eaperienee, hope: and hope maJceth 
not ashamed; "because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.^' (Eom. v,^ 
3 — 6.) " For our light affliction^ which is but for a moment, 
worJceth for us a far mote ewceedmg and eternal weight of 
glory ; while we look not at the things which are seen,, but at th^ 
things which jtre not seen: for the things iphich are seen are 
iemporal; but the things which aare not seen are eternal*** 
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(2 Cor. iv, 17, 18.) God and G-od's great universe, of which 
neither man nor devil can rob you, are your portion. " All 
things are yours ; whether Pauly or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
worldy or life, or death, or things present, or things to come ; all 
are yours; and ye are Chrisfs; and Christ is God^s. (1 Cor. 
iii, 21 — 23.) While for you the very veil of sense is parted, 
the very gates of the tomb are cloven ; glory streams through 
&om the heaven beyond which Christ has won for you, and 
bathes with its splendour what the sad world, has in all ages 
spoken of with bated breath, as the valley of the shadow of 
death. Tour life becomes richer as it approaches the bourne 
which closes its mortal term ; and when you die it will be as a 
conqueror, not taking his rest, but passing up to his throne. 
" I have fought a good fight, I have finished rmj course, I have 
hert ilie faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day : and not to me only, hut unto all them also that love 
Ms appearing,^* (2 Tim. iv, 7, 8.) 

And now there are myriads, not ofily bom in the same 
Christian land, but within the circuit of a mile from your own 
home, whose life is the dark contrast to all this. Pressed like 
you, more heavily than you, by the burdens both of sorrows 
and sins, with not one faintest gleam of light to irradiate the 
gloom, not one dimmest ray of hope to enable them bravely to 
endure. To them it is all bitterness and wrong. Tell them 
of God's love and wisdom, and they will laugh you to scorn. 
" Why am I, honest and industrious, starving ; and that villain 
there, who is living on the fruit of my industry, whom I know 
to be a cheat and a liar, rolls about in his carrriage, eats off 
gold plate, and has the world, cap in hand, at his feet P Go 
to — it's all wrong together. It's a bad world, and it has a 
bad ruler. I must bear, while I can bear, to see my wife and 
children starving, mind and body; and then there is a short 
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way out of it all. Tour immortality is a fiction of the priests." 
The more that man suffers the more mad he becomes against 
man — against God. He blasphemes fiercely the name which 
to you represents infinite solace and joy. As death draws 
near it is a black, foul shadow. • His flesh shudders and loathes, 
while his weary heart longs for it. One sharper pang, one 
sterner struggle, one choking gasp for breath, it is all over— »- 
he has passed out into the everlasting night. 

And who maketh thee to differ ? So far as man can see, 
whence this awful disparity ? A disparity of experience, 
condition, destiny, under which, if we fairly realize it, the 
brain reels, the heart shudders. Into the secrets of the Divine 
counsel we may not look. " The things which are revealed are 
for lis and our children,^* and they are the clues to the things 
which are behind ; just as the eye, the lines of the mouth, the 
form of the brow, are clues to what you can never get at 
directly, the nature of a soul. And what can we see of the 
origin of this difference ? Much that partakes largely of the 
nature of privilege, and constitutes you a spiritually privileged 
class, in comparison with the great mass of your fellow men. 
In a broad way we all feel that it is of immense advantage to 
us, from the spiritual point of view, that we were bom in 
Christian England, and not in Shanghai, Tartary, or Dahomey. 
Further, that our lot was cast in infancy and youth in a Pro- 
testant country, and not in Spain or Italy, where the tricks 
and vices of a priesthood have covered Christianity itself 
with scorn. But in England itself ! How many of you, whom 
I am addressing, by no choice of your own, were cradled and 
nursed in the very bosom of the Church — ^a tender Christian 
nurture was yours. Tour first act of memory was to shrine 
the Divine name, " My Heavenly Father," in numbers, which 
to your child's ear, at any rate, were melodious, and which will 
have a strange melody of their own (is it the tone of the 
85 



6 gob's ouabbians op the poob. 

mother's voice whicli clings to them ?) to your ear, when they 
linger in the last chamber of consciousness in death. Your 
very first lessons implanted a reverence for the Divine name, a 
belief in the essential Fatherhood, a deep conviction that this 
book is His word, which, little %s yon may be conscious of it, 
has borne you up triumphantly in many a scene of intellectual 
conflict about God, and His word, which has vexed your man- 
hood, and has enabled you to mtirmur one of the deepest and 
largest prayers which ever broke from human lips, " Lord, I 
helieve, help thou mine tmhelief,^* You had rooted in your 
young nature that which has given you an overmastering 
advantage in all the spiritual conflicts which have issued in 
your renouncing the devH and his works, and avouching the 
Lord to be your God before the world. Be the scenes and 
circumstances of your early nurture what they may, there is 
not one of you who cannot trace a strange link of providential 
circumstances, in the ordering of which you can claim no part, 
in the influences which brought you to God. You look back, 
and see how all around you was wondrously leading and draw- 
ing you ; you see with awe, how much you would have broken 
loose from, how much would have risen up to condemn you at 
the last great day, if you had denied the Lord your heart. 
And now, your poor brothers ! How is it with them ? The 
devil seems to have, been as busy about their life from the first, 
as God has been about yours. The guardians, let us say 
rather the tyrants and destroyers of their young lives, were 
the devil's acknowledged servants — men and women who said 
deliberately to God, " Depart from us, we desire not the know^ 
ledge of thy ways.** The first muisic which rang in their infant 
ears, was the oaths, the blasphemies, the obscenities, of those 
dens of vice, crime, and ignorance, in which myriads of myriads 
of young immortals are bom into God's world. The vision 
of life opened on them through the squalor, and foulness, and 
86 



QOD's guardians of the POOft. 7 

filth, which vitiate the perceptions of the pure and the beauti- 
ful at their verj springs. In a word, all around them in their 
young lives, makes it as hard for them to believe, as jour 
Christian homes make it easy for you to believe, that a Eatherly 
hand is ruling the world. Tkey grow up with a rooted an- 
tipathy to every association connected with Gospel, saint, or 
Church. They easily persuade themselves that it is all a huge 
conspiracy of the rich to manage and rule the poor. And 
while you would have to do violence to what is most deeply 
rooted in your being, to snap the tenderest bonds which bind 
your spirit, to trample on your parents' graves, if you forsake 
the Saviour, how many of your fellow men, chiefly, but not 
exclusively, the poorest, have to flght hard against all their 
most deeply rooted prepossessions, to fly in the face of all the 
influ^ices of home and society, to forsake father, mother, 
sister, work, and bread, if they would even try to believe the 
Gospel. I am painting pictures of real life. There are those 
who will read these words, whose early life and culture I. have 
described faithfully on the one hand ; there are few of them 
who, in ten minutes, could not discover scenes where they 
would find every pictujre true which I have painted on the 
other. It is a dread, dread mystery. Human wisdom can 
never fully fathom it, here, at any rate. It is a mystery, under 
the burden of which human wisdom staggers, and not seldom 
drops, crushed down to black despair. 

II. I know that, the analogues of this are in nature and 
society. I know that it is but the spiritual aspect of the problem, 
the terms of which meet us everywhere. I know that there is 
9 depth which none of us can£Eithom in the nature of the order 
which Gk)d has established in every province of the natural 
and human worids. You find the prophecy of this mystery in 
the constitution of the creation ; you find the very type of it 
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in that which is the key to the creation, the organization of 
the body of man. God's ways are equal in the creation, but 
it is not in virtue of any average equality of endowment and 
enjoyment. It is on a deeper scheme than this. There are 
the sunlit mountains, the golden plains, the foul marshes, in 
creation. The creatures are not all goodly to look upon, bright 
with the hues which have been caught from the morning's 
splendour or evening's glow, musical with songs which might 
be the refrain of the melodies that stream on the upper air 
from angelic voices. There are beautiful and base things, fair 
and foul things, things goodly to look upon, and things loath- 
some, which make the very flesh creep — creatures bom to 
bask in the sunlight, creatures born to batten on corruption, to 
whom sunlight is torment, and the bright air of heaven is 
death. The human world but presents to us the problem 
in a higher and more difficult form. The princess, whose 
dainty foot never touches the damp ground; the shoeless 
beggar, who plashes all day on the wet stones, and huddles up 
in his wet rags under the arches of the bridge, or your ware- 
house entries at nigljt ; the educated savant, to whose eye all 
the countless glories of creation are familiar, whose converse 
with his intellectual peers is on themes into which an angel 
might desire to look ; and the letterless city Arab, whose books 
are the city stones, with no sermons in them, whose haunts 
are the kennels and sewers, whose only litanies are curses, 
whose converse, such as might move the very devils to shame. 
I say the problem meets us everywhere. But its diflSculty 
becomes greatly enhanced when we study it in man. Man's 
consciousness complicates it terribly. Man can reflect, and 
ask himself about the justice of all this ; he can envy, hate, 
revenge. "Well might the deep hearted thinker, who had been 
directed by the smirking Epicurean to the starry heavens as a 
refuge from the thought of the horrors around him here, say, 
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as the idea crossed him, " They may be all like this," " It*s a 
sair, sair sight." But no ; " begone unbelief." It is a good 
sight, could we see it all. Dark as it all is, we shall say, " He 
hath done all things well ;" when we see the results of this 
richly varied culture, this action and reaction of class on class, 
condition on condition, privilege on privation, in the sunlight of 
the higher world. But the question assumes its most intense 
form when we look at it in the spiritual aspect which I have 
endeavoured to present to you. It must be so. The spiritual 
is the head of the natural ; and the one thought which runs 
through the whole world of natural and human existence, 
must display its complete form in the spiritual condition and 
relations of mankind. As the head explains the organization 
of the body, the Church in its functions, rielations, and duties, 
explains the whole method of Grod in the constitution and 
government of the world. It is but a part that we can see, 
and that through a glass darkly ; but it is the most essential 
part ; the rest will explain itself in time. Nature, the world, 
and society, are full of what we may call privileged classes ; 
and I say there would be no key to the problem, all would be 
black as the Egyptian darkness, if we could not see. 

III. That the privileged are privileged not to have, hold, and 
enjoy, but to serve, minister, and diffuse themselves in blessings 
around. 

'^Nothing liveth to itself ^^ in nature, ^^ nothing dieth to 
itself y The most lustrous, the most beautiful things, have 
this eminent honour, that they live to gladden and lighten 
the rest. The breach of this order has been the source of the 
whole bitterness of that suffiering which is the monochord of 
the life of this world. The privileged — ^the eminent in endow- 
ment, position, and power — living to themselves, have never 
failed to be the curse and canker of the community which 
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they were set to bless as sunlight ; and have never failed in 
the end to be struck down to the dust by the righteous ven- 
geance of that community, and compelled to expiate the wrong 
by such miseries as the history of earth hath no records of 
beside. The horrible passages of history are the records of 
the hours when the privileged classes, of whose self-seeking 
the age was weary, have been struck down by the outcast 
masses, and lefb writhing and bleeding in the dust. And is 
it in the world's histories alone think you that such passages 
occur P The horror of horrors of history, is the siege and 
capture of Jerusalem, the hour when the Church — the Church 
of the living Orod, the Chiirch set to be the light of the world, 
and His missionary to the ends of the earth, — could be endured 
no more, for sin and self-seeking, even by its patient and 
merciful Lord, and was abandoned at last to a doom the tale 
of which will cause men's cheeks to bum and ears to tingle to 
the very end of time. And this was no accident, God willed 
it so (see Deut. xxviii, 47 — 61). The history of the sup- 
pression of the Knights Templar at the end of the thirteenth 
century, repeats, on a small scale, the same dread lessons. On 
none does God inflict a retribution so awful as on those who, 
having been set by Him in the high places of privilege, have 
failed to make them high places of duty, beacons of guidance, 
sources of illumination and benediction to the world. The 
Church exists for man, for humanity at large ; because man is 
comprehended in the large love of Christ, and in the coimsels 
of redemption which, from eternity, looked on and embraced 
mankind. ^' God to loved the world that He gave His only 
"begotten Son,^' *^ JEbr God sent not His Son to condemn the 
world f hut that the world throvgh Si/m might he saved ^ 

Let the Church live to impart, let the saint understand his 
vocation to minister, and we begin to have a glimpse of the 
order which God is seeking to establish amid the discords, 
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complications, and confusions of society. Let tlie Church 
member consider that his great duty on earth is to care for his 
own spiritual edification and comfort, and to strain on his 
thoughts to eternity, caring but casually for the mass of 
festering misery and corruption around him here, and there is 
no solution to the problem. Jf that be Gh)d's idea of the 
Church, there is no vindication of God's ways. One hears 
sometimes with a touch of righteous impatience, not to say 
scorn, Christian people talking to each oth^ of ''enjoying 
tiieir privileges," " enjoying a ministry," " enjoying the ordi- 
nances," and the like. It is well, if the joy break out into 
duty ; and in a world like this that is not altogether joyful 
work. 

" The Son of Qt)d in doing good, 

Was fain to look to heaven, and sigh ; 
Nor can the heirs of sinful blood 
Seek joy unmixed in Charity." 

I kno^ir not why we should ask so much for enjoyment in duty 
in a world which had nothing but a cross for the Lord. 
Value the ministry that stirs you to work ; that presses right 
home upon the spirit the duties, the high responsibilities, 
which its high vocation entails; that makes you understand 
that you are a limb of the body of Christ, an organ thrilling 
ever virith the expression of His tender pity. His yearning com- 
passion, for the lost, sin-sick, heart-weary world. Take that 
burden fully on you. I do not know that it will add much to 
your enjoyments; but I know it will add rich elements of 
blessedness to your being, and will lift you to a loftier level — ^a 
nearer presence of the Saviour, a larger kingdom, a brighter 
glory, through eternity. But unless every member of the 
Church, which His body, His organ and instrument in the 
world, stirs himself to minister ; and is seeking in all ordinances 
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and influences which the sons of this world share not, not en- 
joyment only or chiefly, but strength and stimulus to go out 
among them, and to lay hold on them in Christ's name, and 
bring them in to be sharers of his blessedness and hope, then 
is the order .of God's government confounded utterly, the light 
of Grod's great love is dimmed, the outcasts are left to scoff 
and blaspheme over the wrongs of life, which ministry— and, 
like mercy, ministry remember, is twice blessed, " it blesseth 
him that gives and him that takes" — was set by G-od to cure. 
Here is a deeper remedy for human errors than is usually 
recognised. It is not suffering which men dread ; it is not 
hard work and hard fare. It is suffering unsoothed by sympa- 
thy, it is toil uncheered by hope. Grive a man sympathy and 
hope, and you will not find him moaning over what he endures. 
And sympathy and hope is what Christ sends you to supply. 

There is an alley, say with twenty houses, crammed in every 
room with poor. There is vice, blasphepay, sickness, misery 
enough there to make an angel's heart ache — ^nay, it was heart- 
ache over such scenes that brought the Lord from His throne to 
die. Let a Christian man or woman go^ into that, thoroughly 
resolved to minister to it, to instruct its-ignorance, sympathise 
with and soothe its suffering, teach it industry, cleanliness, and 
frugality, and fiU its heart with the sense that God cares for 
it, cares with an earnestness for which words have no measures 
whether it lives or dies — a care whose only measure is the life 
and death agony of his Son — and then the bitterness will pass at 
once out of its suffering, the sense of- wrong, the agony of 
spirit which blasphemes in its pangs, the dumb despair which 
paralyses the motion of the spirit, is gone from it : the lot may 
be hard still, penury enough, sickness enough, ignorance 
enough, but there has already commenced a purging of the 
moral atmosphere, the poorest and most wretched then begin 
to believe it possible that this may be, after all, a sunlit and 
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heaven-ruled world. Q-od's answer to the agonising cry of the 
world's guilt and pain is the ministry of Christlike spirits. 
Make this abundant, and the dark problem, the darkest of all 
dark problems, begins to develop a solution, and Christ's body, 
the Church, becomes what He was, the great justifier of the 
ways of God to man. 

Ministry, this willingness and power to impart, to irradiate, 
light, joy, blessing, on aU. around them, was the grand secret of 
the marvellous successes of the Church of the Apostolic age. 
There were wretched ones enough there in Jewish society. The 
old brotherhood of the Jewish people was a mere tradition^ — 
the thing was broken up for ever. The poor writhed in the 
dust under the rich Pharisee's tyranny. " Thou wast altogether 
horn m sins,*^ the only benediction they ever listened to. 
" Ood, I thank thee that lam not as other men are^"* the only 
liturgy they ever heard. There were bruised hearts and broken 
spirits there moaning over the insoluble problem, and asking 
" Is there real gladness for any spirit in any world ?" But 
when they saw the brotherhood of the Church, they rejoiced 
exceedingly. They felt the glow of the Christian's joy, atid 
they glorified God ; they felt that He had visited his world. 
The darkness which had hidden His ways from their poverty 
and penury was scattered, a flood of sunlight streamed over it 
all. " Let us have brotherhood ; let my heart beat against thy 
heart, my brother! in its pain and fever, and we can bear 
and hope together, and believe in the loving kindness of 
the Lord." And so the record was written. " Then they 
that gladly received his word were haptized : and the same 
da/y there were added imto them, about three thotisand souls. 
And they continued stedfastly in the apostles^ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. And 
fea/r came upon every soul : and many wonders and signs were 
done by the apostles. And all that believed were together, and had 
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all things common ; a/nd sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them to all men, as every man had need. And they, con- 
tinuing daily with one accord m the temple, and hreakmg bread 
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and single- 
ness of heart, praising God, and having favour vnth all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should 
be saved. . • . . And vnth great power gave the apostles mtness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus : and great grace was upon 
them, all. Neither was there any among them that lacked : for as 
many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought 
the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them doum 
at the apostles^ feet : cmd distribution was made unto every man 
€tccording as he had need. And Joses, who by the apostles was 
sy/mamed Barnabas {which is, being interpreted. The son of 
consolation), a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, having land, 
sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles* feet. 
.... And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and won- 
ders wrought among the people ; (and they were all with one accord 
in Solomon* s porch. And of the rest dwrst no man join himself to 
them : but the people m^ignifled them. And believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and toomen)** 
(Acts, ii, 41 — 47 ; iy, 33—37 ; v, 12 — 14.) I am not speaking 
of the charity of the Church in its modem sense, but of its love. 
You may tithe your income twice over in giving, and be before 
God and man a niggard still. Mere givers are abundant ; some 
love the pomp of giving, some the flattering unction which it 
lays to their hearts. But " the liberal eye," " the open hand;" 
these mean something different. Why are these dwelt upon 
60 earnestly in the Scriptiure P '^ Thou shalt open thy hand wide 
to thy poor brother, thy stranger, and thy needy in the land" This 
is the strain of the Divine exhortations. Why P but because 
the spirit which would open the hand to the utmost, yea beyond 
the utmost, is the one full witnesa for God's charity in the 
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world. This is the only charity which chimes in with His. 
Let this flow freely through the choked channels of the social 
frame, and stir its languid pulses, and the problem is solved. 
" Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord G-od, Almighty ; 
just and true are all thy ways, O thou King of Saints," will be 
the joyful testimony of mankind. I have often thought that, 
next to the apostolic, the purest and most Christ-like Church 
ever gathered in one spot was that Ohurch of the exiled 
Independents, over which JohnEobinson was pastor, at Leyden ; 
a Church which God honoured as no Church before or since 
has been honoured, by committing to its hand the effective 
colonization of the New "World. In the year 1621, when the 
colony had survived the terrible privations and sufferings of 
their first winter, Robinson sent Mr. Cushman to bear this 
charge to them. I think it ought to be written in red letters 
in all our Church books ; it is the rubric of the Independent 
Churches. 

" And now, brethren, I pray you remember yourselves, and 
know that you are not in a retired, monastical course, but have 
given your names and promises one to another, and covenanted 
here to cleave together in the service of God and the Xing. 
What, then, must you do ? May you live as retired hermits, 
and look over nobody ? Nay, you must seek still the wealth of 
one another, and inquire, as David, How liveth such a man? 
How is he clad? How is he fed? He is my brother, my 
associate. We ventured our lives together here, aud had a 
hard brunt of it, and we are in league together. Is his labour 
harder than mine ? Surely I will ease him. Hath he no bed 
to lie on ? Why, I have two ; I'll lend him one. Hath he no 
apparel ? Why, I have two suits ; I'll give him one of them. 
Eats he coarse fare, bread, and water, and I have better ? 
Why, surely, we will part stakes. He is as good a man as I, 
and we are bound each to other, so that his wants must be my 
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wants, his sorrows my sorrows, his sickness my sickness, and 
his welfare my welfare ; for I am as he is. And such a sweet 
sympathy were excellent, comfortable, yea, heavenly, and, is 
the maker and conserver of churches and commonwealths, and 
where this is wanting ruin comes on quickly." 

We are far enough from this in these days ; and, practically, 
the Church is far below this ideal of its life in any age. Even 
those to whom Mr. Cushman spoke lived out but poorly the 
spirit of his noble words. But let us keep the idea before us, 
let us adopt it as our aim ; let us understand that Grod has 
committed the poor to us ; Christ has bequeathed them by His 
Testament to our charge. Others may excuse themselves from 
any constant and persevering ministry to their needs, on the 
ground of their ingratitude, their thrifblessness, their follies, 
their sins ; but we dare not hold ourselves excused. Christ did 
not, does not, hold Himself excused from ministry to us on 
these grounds ; He perseveres, and hopes through them all ; 
and through aU we are bound to hope and persevere. Our work 
is to radiate the spirit of His ministry, and thus take up and 
solve the problem which the world lays down in despair. Re- 
member that mere benefactions are the very smallest elements 
of the ministry which is committed to us. He who can bring 
most brotherly love to bear on the condition of the needy and 
the relations of the classes, is best fulfilling his high ministry 
as " Christ's guardian of the poor." 
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*^ And now I am become two hands" — Geitesis xxxii, 10. 

The words of the world's great ones have always a fulness of 
meaning which they themselves but imperfectly understand. 
Jacob was uttering the praises of a glad heart over his enlarging 
substance. Did he know, then, how his possessions stretched 
into two worlds ? " Two bands " his eye saw before him, and 
his heart swelled with an honest pride and bounded with an 
honest joy as he gazed on them. Did the inner eye sweep 
round a wider horizon, and discern the two bands which were 
severed only by the Jordan of death ? "We cannot tell. He 
was a man of singular thoughtfulness, of a meditative, not to 
say melancholy temperament ; a man who, while Esau lived in 
the present, and felt keenly that present pottage to a starving 
man was better than any amount of prospective spiritual good, 
had prescience of the future ; could serve long years for a dear 
companion, and wrestle the long night through for a word of 
blessing from God. He was a man who believed in things not 
seen as yet, and lived for them — a true patriarch pilgrim, a 
man whose salvation was hope. How far he saw we can none 
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of US measure ; how much deep gratitude for the past, and deep 
hope for the future, the eternal future, was breathed out in the 
words " With my stiiff* I passed over this Jordan, hut now I am 
become two hands" none of us can tell. "We are fond of 
saying that the patriarchs saw but little light beyond the 
limits of the visible world, that their hope of immortality was 
feeble, their vision of eternity dim. That it was not in broad 
sunlight there can be no question. " Life and immortality 
were hrotiyht to light hy the Gospel ^ But that there were 
moments when the unseen realities seemed lit with a gleam of 
heaven^s own sunlight, when they came forth out of the mists 
and became supematurally clear, is I think as plain. Eamiliar 
these things could not be, but real they were ; perhaps those 
men had an awful sense of their realness which our familiarity 
destroys. But, be that as it may, Jacob had, I believe, very 
solemn realizing thoughts about what might be behind the veil, 
through which his pilgrim fathers had passed on their way to 
possess the promise with which earth seemed but to mock them, 
on high. That world could be no shadowy world to his spirit 
which had received such pilgrims to its bosom — ^into which the 
men who had the promises, but had touched nothing of their 
gift, passed as into the " better country, that is a heavenly," as 
the real home of their souls. I think that belief in immor- 
tality was not dim, that the hold on it was not feeble, in such 
men as these. " ^y faith Abraham, when he was called to go 
out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed ; and he went out, not Jcnowi/ng whither he went. By 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange coun- 
try, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with 
him of the same promise, For he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is Ood." ..." By faith 
Moses, when he was horn, was hid three months of his parents, 
because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid 
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of the hing'*9 commandment. By faith Moses, when he was come 
to if ears, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's dati^hter ; 
choosmg rather to suffer affliction with the people of Ood, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt : for he had 
respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook 
Egypt, notfearvng the wrath of the Jdng : for he endured, as see- 
ing Him who is invisible" (Heb. xi, 8 — 10 ; 23 — 27.) Enoch, 
Noah, Abraham, Eebekah, where were they ? These all died 
in faith ; evidently on the threshold, not at the end of their 
glorious career. And had not the angels of G-od ascended and 
descended on his faithful head that night when he first went 
forth from his father's house a pilgrim, when he, the man who 
had the birthright, began to tread his forefathers' round of exile, 
hunger, and pain P And had not the angel hosts met him at 
Mahanaim, and welcomed him back to the land from which, 
angel-led, he had gone forth ; and did not one, the angel, the 
angel of the covenant, meet him at Peniel, one in whom the 
powers of the world to come were revealed to his sight and 
touch ; did he not wrestle the night long with that angel for a be- 
nediction, which left him a broken cripple for this life, a prince 
of God through eternity ? Feeble vision of the invisible ! dim 
knowledge of immortality ! Perhaps these men had so little 
to say about it, because they had never dared, as we have, to 
question it ; they cared to demonstrate it, or prate about it, as 
little as we about the vital air, the kindling sunlight, the provi- 
dence of a father's wisdom, the tenderness of a mother's love. 

But Jacob was to have a deeper and more vivid apprehen- 
sion of it before long. His Bachel was with him there — the 
mother of one of the bands he led. Eich in possessions, rich 
in children, rich in love — ^love which the years had purified and 
consecrated, love in the strength of which he had been able for 
long years to toil and wait — he recrossed the Jordan ; but he 
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was to become riclier soon; '^ Now I am become tioo hands** 
was soon to have a deeper and holier meaning — the man who 
had grown into two bands as the pilgrim of earth, was soon to 
enlarge the sphere of his possession, and head the two band^ 
in the two worlds. " And Jacob called the name of the place 
where God spake with him, Beth-el. And they jov/meyed from 
Beth-el; a/nd there was but a little way to corns to JEphrath; and 
Bachel travailed, and she had hard labour. And it came to pass, 
when she was in hard labour, that the midmfe said unto her^ JB^ar 
not ; thou shalt have this son also. And it came to pass, as her 
soul was in departing, {for she died) that she called his name 
Ben-oni : but his father called him Benjamin. And Bachel 
died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Beth-lehem. 
And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave; that is the pillar ofBacheVs 
grave unto this day** (Gen. xxxv, 15 — 20.) . . . . How the me- 
mory clung to him let his dying words declare. " And as for me, 
when I came from Fada/n, Bachel died by me in the land of Canaan 
in the way, when yet there was but a little way to corns unto 
Ephrath : and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath ; the same 
is Beth-lehem** (Gen. xlviii, 7.) The pilgrim patriarchs for 
generations had no possession in the land of promise but a 
grave ; they laid their dead there, and consecrated it for their 
children, the living spirits they sent on before them, to take 
possession of their true home-land and to await them there. 
Our sepulchres consecrate earth for us ; that is the one holiest 
spot of earth in the estimation of all peoples — the field where 
they have laid their dead. Our living consecrate heaven for 
us, it is the one homelike spot in the universe for us — the place 
where they are gathering, gathering fast. " In the father** 
house are many mansions ** — they are making a home there to 
welcome us. 

" There our best friends our kindred dwell ; 

There God our Saviour reigns." 
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^' With fmf staff I passed over this Jordan, now I am become 
two hands. ^^ 

I. The contrast here presented between the early loneliness 
and poverty of life and its growing riches, is universal. 

There is no creature born into this world more feeble, helpless, 
possessionless, than the human infant; more absolutely, ab- 
jectly dependent upon the loving care and ministry of others. 
There is no being in this great universe, no, not the chiefs of 
the angelic hosts, so rich, as the man who bears up the trea- 
sures of a well-spent godly life through death into the man- 
sions of eternity. Once the weakest, poorest creature in the 
universe, and then the richest and the strongest — and the link 
between them a godly life. Godliness makes man's life, like 
God's thought, a progress, gathering riches and lustre as it 
travels ; ungodliness makes it like the life of perishing nature, a 
circuit ; it emerges from the darkness, seems to grow rich apd 
strong for the moment, but sinks down again into beggary, 
misery, and everlasting night. The righteous hath hope in his 
death, to him it is the gate of an endless progress and expan- 
sion ; the wicked hath sorrow and dread, for to him it is the 
way back into Chaos, and the blackness of darkness for ever. 

But what is life but a constant gathering of riches P The 
child is rich in the love and ministry which he has a right to 
claim, but poor in independent power, independent possessions, 
independent friends* The work of life is to win them, to lay the 
hand on the things that are needful for the nurture and culture 
of the being, and to lay the touch of the heart on the persons 
whose love and conimunion it demands by those sure instincts 
which never fail. Compare the man and the woman of forty 
with their childhood. They have made themselves a name and a 
place in life ; they are centres of attraction to troops of friends ; 
they have little ones perhaps growing up in their homes who pay 
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to them that reverent obedience whieli they pay to their Father 
G-od. They have furnished their minds with stores of know- 
ledge, the universe has opened up its secrets, the past is 
peopled with heroic shapes, the future with visions which the 
eye of faith alone is strong enough steadfastly to behdd. How 
rich has life become to them, how full its storehouses of know- 
ledge, power, and love. Trace it on ; at seventy, the puling, 
helpless, possessionless infant, has grown into a patriarch, 
whose white hairs are a crown of honour, before which b1\ men 
joyfully bow. The sons and the daughters^ have each grown 
into a band of children ; and Httle infants, of whom he has all 
the joy and none of the care, come climbing around his knees, 
and twining soft throbbing tendrils around the boughs of his 
strength, lending to his age the grace and the charm of youth 
again. His wisdom has grown ripe with large experience, 
his affections and sympathies rich with frequent ministries, he 
fills the place of a prince in his circle, and when he falls, a 
wide company of men feels beggared for awhile by his loss. 
And the link between the two ends is uprightness— the godly 
uprightness, the nprightness of the man who has an eye 
heavenward, who looks up where he was meant to look to 
heaven and to God. But of all the treasures which a man 
can gather, there are two which are transcendent — knowledge 
and love ; and of these the supremely excellent is love. That 
which is stored in the mind, that which is stored m the heart 
is the true treasure ; the rest is mere surplusage. God gives 
it, but the devil can steal it. The man who has ik is none the 
richer, the man who loses it is ncme the poorer, in the esti- 
mations of the heavenly world. There are men around us into 
whose lap fortune has poured her golden treasures with lavish 
hand; "they have more than heart can wish,'* "their eyes, 
stand out with fatness," they have the world, cap in hand, at 
their feet. But they would give at this moment half their 
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fortune, how joyfully ! to have the disciplined and well stored 
brain of that poor student whose cupboard is empty, and 
whose jerkin is threadbare ; they would give it all, ten times 
over, to have the troop of children who fill that poor work- 
man's home with their merry voices, or the throngs of friends 
whose benedictions haunt that genial spirit's modest fireside. 
To know and to love ! These are the directions in which to 
seek our riches. Blessed is the man who has his storehouse 
full o£ them ; these are the riches that bring no sorrow, " which 
moth and rust corrupt not, which thieves break not through to 
steal," which death despoils not, but only transfigures, and 
inscribes in the book of the treasures of eternity. And how 
to win them ? " Mt/ son, forget not my law ; hut let thine heart 
keep my commandments : for length of days, and long life, and 
peace, shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake 
thee : hind them about thy neck ; write them upon the tahle of 
thine heart : so shalt thou find favour and good understanding in 
the sight of God and man. Truest in the Lord with all thine 
heart ; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge Sim, and Se shall direct thy paths. Be not 
wise in thine own eyes : fear the Lord, and depart from evil. 
It shall he health to thy navel, cmd marrow to thy hones. Sbnour 
the Lord with thy suhstance, and with the first fruits of all thine 
increase : so shall thy harns he filled with plenty, and thy presses 
shall hurst otU ujith new wine. My son, despise not the chastening 
of the Lord; neither he weary of His correction : for whom the 
Lord loveth Se correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he 
delighteth. Mappy is the man thatflndeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth trndersta/ndi/ng. For the merchandise of it is hetter 
than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than fine 
gold. She is more precious than ruhies : and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to he compared unto her. Length of days is 
in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour. Ser 
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toays are way» of pleasatUness, and all her paths are peace,*' 
(Ftoy. iii, 1 — 17.) This is life's secret; this the sphinx- 
riddle read. "Whoso knoweth this hath life, whoso will not 
know it — will have none of G-od's counsel, must die the death, 
and his treasures must be scattered in the dust. There is no 
other way to make life a progress, but to root it in God. That 
which is rooted in Him, has the principle of everlasting growth, 
expansion, and widening riches, as the ages roll on ; that which 
is rooted in nature only, in the will of the flesh, in the word 
of the world, must share nature's conditions, and return, like 
all that is bom of nature, to the dust from whence it sprang, 
to shrivel, wither, vanish, in the final flame. ^^ I have seen the 
wicked in ^reat power, and spreading himself like a green hay 
tree, yet he passed away, and lo ! he was not ; yea, I sought him 
cmd he could not he found. Mark th^ perfect man, and behold 
the upright, for the end of that man is peace,^^ The law of 
increase, the growing riches of the years. Who cannot take 
up the song of Jacob, the burst of grateful thanksgiving? 
^^ And Jacob said, O God ofmyfatlier Abraham, and Qod of my 
father Isaac, the Lord which saidst tmto me, Return unto thy 
country, and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee : 
lam not worthy of the least of all the mercies, a/nd of all the 
truth, which Thou hast shewed unto Thy servant ; for with my 
stdfjf I passed over this Jordan ; and now I am become two 
bam^dsP (Gen. xxxii, 9, 10.) Yes, but the growth may be 
ended in a moment, and all its increase may be gathered by 
death. This introduces us to — 

II. The higher development of the law of increase, the 
deeper and more solemn sense in which, through the ministry 
of the angel of death, we become " two bands." I say the 
a/ngel of death. Christ has stripped him of the cloak of terror 
which to man, the transgressor he wore ; to man, the redeemed 
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child, his face has become as the face of an angel ; God haa 
made him the minister of the highest development, the most 
intense and most lasting joys. Christ '' hath abolished death." 
Death, the executioner of judgment, is no more to those who 
are in Christ, to those who do not wilfully put from them the 
inheritance which He won. Death, the angel-guide into " the 
place which he hath prepared," remains with us; the most 
blessed, the most benign of the angels, whose commission is to 
guide- us home. Death, as a physical experience, a trans- 
formation, a translation, a change of form and place, remains 
with us, blessed be God! "ybr we who are m this earthly 
tahemacle do groan, hemg burthned.^* But there is nothing 
in this ' aspect to make him terrible ; all that we know of the 
death which is around us in nature, and which physically we 
share still, though the spirit may be redeemed &om its power, 
speaks to us of courage and hope. There is no destruction in 
the death of nature ; nothing perishes, but that it may be 
reborn. All things die ; '^ ashes to ashes, dust to dust,^* is the 
legend on the brow of every creature ; but that dust is sacred ; 
God fails not to rebuild it in fairer forms, and to nobler use. 
The dead leaves of autumn are the cloak of winter, and the 
nourishment of the germ of glorious spring; no material is 
dissolved but that it may reappear in braver aspect ; no type 
is broken but that it may be recast in more heavenly moulds. 
Through death there has been a constant progress in the forms 
and aspects of creation. The huge, coarse, unwieldy types^ 
which ruled of old in both the animal and vegetable worlds, 
hav« vanished, and out of their ashes the young phcBuix of 
creation has sprung, which is the meet satellite of man. And 
why should we fear it ? Why should we dread that the law 
which rules through the whole sphere of creation should stop 
with man, and that death which transfigures nature — the 
butterfly is surely something like the transfiguration of the 
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worm— must despoil and devastate the human world ? Why, 
but because man is a spirit, and his spiritual relations are 
supreme, and they, if they are out of harmony with Grod, 
make dread and discord through all his sphere. Man, the 
child of God, need dread death as little as the creature, nay, 
as he sees the glory to which it can conduct him, he can 
rejoice, exult in the prospect, and strain to the embrace of 
death, as a child strains to a mother's bosom, or a pilgrim of 
long years, returning, strains forward to his home. And this 
is the counsel of God ; to make the darkness of death beautiful 
with us ; to make it the one way home ; to show us that the 
progress is not rounded, but prolonged and completed, and 
that the increase is not gathered, but consecrated by death as 
the possession of eternity. The great witness of this is the 
living God-man, the elder brother of the family, in heaven. 
" Let not yowr Jiewrt he trotibled : ye believe m Ood, believe also 
in me. In my T'other* s house are mawy mansions : if it were 
not so, I would have told you, I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go a/nd prepare a place for you, IwiU come again,, and 
receive you unto rrvyself: that where I am, there ye may be also, 
. . . Jestis saith tmto her. Touch me not ; for I am not 
yet ascended to my Father ,• but go to my brethren, and say unto 
them, I ascend tmto my Father, and your Father ; and to my 
God, and your Ood, . . . Then said Martha unto Jesus, 
Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I 
know, that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of Ood, Ood will 
give it Thee, Jesus saith unto her. Thy brother shall rise again, 
Martha saith tmto Him, I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day, Jesus said unto her, I am the 
resurrection, and the life ; he that believeth in Me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live : and whosoever liveth and believeth 
in me shall never die, Believest thou this? She saith tmto 
Sim, Yea, Lord : I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
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Oodf which should come into the world. (John xiy, 1—3; 
XX, 17 ; xi, 21—27.) 

Death is ded,d. Life and immortality are hrotcffht to light hjf 
the Gospel. " Blessed be the Ood and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which according to his abtmdant mercy hath begotten us 
again unto a Uvelg hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead,^* (1 Peter i, 3.) This witness of resurrection, this 
demonstration of the fetemal life of the believer, underlies all 
others. I am about to speak of many precious subsidiary, 
auxiliary proofs which God gives us, but remember they all 
rest on this, from the truth of this they draw all their power. 
And I say that God is daily abolishing death and completing 
His purpose of enriching us — ^making us heirs of two worlds — 
by gathering a band of dear ones, those whom our heart holds 
fast, on the further side of the river of death. 

His great purpose is to make us live as the heirs of a 
heavenly kingdom, and bring eternity, the powers of the 
world to come, to bear on all that we do within the limits of 
sense and time. The man who lives for to-day, and seeks from 
the moment all his inspiration, and in the moment all his 
rewards, lives like a fool according to the Divine judgments : 
the wise man, th^ man, is he whose world is the great universe, 
and whose day is eternity. To bring heaven easily within our 
reach, God separates the bands — part have crossed the flood, 
part are on the hither side, approaching its margin, and the 
instinct of both tells them that they are one. Death is a reve- 
lation of life t6 those who can wisely look at it. Life never 
becomes earnest, sacred, solemn, as> it was meant to be, until it 
has passted under the shadow of death. 

I believe that a family lives but a half life as a family until 

it has sent its forerunners into the heavenly world. Until 

those who linger here for a time in thought can cross the river, 

and fold transflgured and glorious forms in the embrace of 
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their human love. A shadow on earth's sunlight is essential j 
else we might forget the banishment from Eden. The shadow 
of death in a home is the darkest of all earthly shadows. No 
agony like Eve's, Jacob's, David's, Mary's, when the joy of 
the heart, the light of the life, lay dead. But behind it, 
within it, let us say, if we fear not to enter the cloud, is the 
glory ; the fullest effulgence of the Divine glory that shines 
out in this lower world : " Said I not tmto thee that if ihcu> 
wouldst believe thou shouldst see the glory of Ood?\^ And those 
who have watched by the death-bed of a noble Christian suf- 
ferer, who have seen how the powers of the world to com» 
have possessed and sustained him, how his dying eye was. 
nuiging beyond the: bounds of the world of sense, and was lit 
by a gleam that was caught from some sphere beyond oiir 
sight, and then watched the light fade from the eye, and the 
&ce settle into the awful but beautiful serenity of death, till it 
put on the aspect as of a warrior taking his rest on the breast: 
of victory, have known a moment of joy which has haidly 
Mien short of transport, have seen a vision which we can n^Hie 
by no other name but glory, and have gone down to their 
common world again, like Moses, with the luistre still lighting 
their countenance, and with a sacred power to stir the depths 
in the hearts of their fellow-men. Those who know most of 
the higher aspects of death know most of the higher aspects of 
life. To them the common ground becomes sacred, for saintS: 
in heaven have trodden it ; the common duties become holy, 
for they mingle the thoughts and energies of two worlds- If 
G-od has made a breach in your home circle, understand the. 
loving reason — that He may make the one into two bands, 
retaimng their oneness, and so marry the two spheres. The 
little home that has sheltered you in its sunny nook has 
expanded. There is one home now everywhere — those who 
are ''bone of your bone and flesh of your flesh'' are roaming 
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through the celestial spaces. How often, as you gaze longingly 
on those far stars, do they cross the line of your sight ! How 
lovingly will they one day welcome you to its strangeness, and 
guide your steps through its unaccustomed paths. The joy of 
bringing you into their home will be one of their purest plea- 
BDres; they wait, they share the expectant attitude of the 
universe ; God has prepared some better thing for them ; they 
without you wiU not be made perfect. 

The mother who has seen the awful pallor steal over the 
brow of her nursling knows then, and never till then, the 
sacredness of those who are left to her. She understands then 
iAi&t she has to train thdm for two worlds — ^no, one! — that 
godly life which is life eternal, and in which the two worlds 
are one. Nor will the aged pilgrim who has sent all his 
dearest on before him tremble when he stands on the brink of 
the river. His heart is wellnigh bursting with joy at the 
thought, ^' One gasp, one plunge, I shall fold them to my heart 
once more." Eachel came back to Jacob as he drew near the 
dark, rolling river. " There I buried Rachel," were among the 
last words on his dying lips. His eyes were dim with age, and 
the forms around him were fading ; but I think I see them 
lighting with a strange lustre, flashing with a glorious joy, a;s 
he saw her across the river, and said to his heart — his lips 
moved, but none caught that inward word — "there I shall 
find her again, my living Eachel, and fold again her trans- 
figured form to my heart of hearts." 

But who assures it ? How shall I know them ? What 
forms do they wearp The dear familiar forms, or strange 
ones? The Lord's resurrection is the answer. The fact of 
His resurrection is the assurance of their resurrection, of ours; 
the familiar converse of the risen Lord with ^is human friends 
is the assurance of the familiar intercourse of those who have 
known and loved on earth, in the higher world. There are 
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those wlio talk drearily about a disembodied state, a sleep of 
the soul in serene unconsciousness until the morning of the 
resurrection. A soul never sleeps, and there is not in this 
universe a disembodied man. Man is an embodied spirit, a 
disembodied man ifl no man — a shadow, a ghost ; and if the 
Lord aimed definitely at anything during the wondrous forty 
days which He spent in His risen form about the pathways of 
this world. He aimed at imparting the assurance that those 
who have passed through the veil are anything but bloodless, 
bodiless ghosts. If that wondrous history of the communion 
of the risen man with His friends has any definite meaning, it 
must mean that all that is dee|>est and richest in human 
relations lives on through death, that love reweaves its bands 
more tightly round those whom it clasps on the eternal ^hore. 
Precisely as we know the fact of immortality, we know the 
recognition of friends and kindred in the sphere of the im- 
mortals. Whole narratives of Scripture are instinct with it ; 
deny it, doubt it, and believe, if you can, that G-od delights to 
mock our deepest longings, to frustrate our dearest hopes, and 
blot the most precious chapters out of the "Word of G-od. But 
what forms do they wear ? Perhaps not so unlike these, with 
all that mars purged out of them ; not so unlike what we have 
seen in our loved ones, when the fret and the waste of life 
have passed, and their faces have caught a solemn and holy 
beauty, an ideal expression — all the possibilities of the nature 
expressed — through the transfiguring touch of death. That 
God has some fit tabernacle ready for the spirit, a meet organ 
of its intercourse with its fellows and the great universe, is 
plain from the necessities of things and the triumphant lan- 
guage of Saint Paul : " For we know that if owr earthly house 
of this tabernacle^ were dissolved, we have a huilding of Qod, an 
house not made with hemds, eternal in the heavens* For in this 
we groa/n, earnestly desiring to he clothed v^on with our house 
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which is from heaven : if so he that heing clothed we shall not he 
found naked. For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, heing 
burdened: not for that we would be tmclothed, but clothed upon, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life^ (2 Cor. v, 1 — 4.) 
They wear the form, they wear it now, which fits them to mingle 
in the great congress of the first-bom in the New Jeruilalem ; 
though nothing even there as yet is final. The final form of the 
glorified spirit, the glorious body of the resurrection, still waits 
the developments of that last great day of G-od, the day when 
the great work of redemption shall have been completed — the 
day of the full and final manifestation of His sons. 

" And then shall they he before the throne of God continually, 
and shall serve Sim da/y and night in Sis temple.*^ One band 
once more, met again, and met for ever. Hearts long sun- 
dered knit again in immortal fellowship; the struggles of 
earth are its most sacred memories, the " far off interest of 
tears," won at last, its most precious possessions, while its con- 
secrating priest is Death. 

And who are the reunited ? " WTiat are these which are 
arrayed vn white robes, and whence came they i"' Whence that 
shining and jubilant company who are singing the song of 
Moses and the Lamb ? They are clothed in white triumphal 
garments; they are crowned like kings, and they wear the 
palm. They are the conquerors in life's battles. They came 
through great tribulation, they overcame by the blood of the 
Lamb. " Se that overcometh shall inherit all things,'*^ " To 
him that overcometh will I give to sit down on my throne.''^ 
^' And who is he that overcometh the world but he that helieveth 
that Jesus is the Son of Ghd?^^ Have you sent some dear ones 
on before you, who have passed up by a shining track, whom 
you have watched to the very gate of heaven ? Ask them by 
what faith they conquered, by what strength they rose, by 
what right they reign ; and follow, if you would not make two 
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bands for ever — the breacli of the faitkful and the faithlese 
through eternity— foUow the steps of their faith to victory. 
Search for the rock they stood on, bow to the Saviour they 
served, take to you the weapons they wielded, fight in the 
field in which they won their victory, and meet them, when 
the %ht is over, triumphant, and make the two bands one, 
complete, not one wanting, through eternity. 
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" Mark the perfect man^ and hehold the upright^ for the end 
of that man is peace, ^^ — ^Psalm xxxvii, 37. 

The end of what — of the man himself, or of his discipline, 
his groanings, watchings, weepings, sufferings, sicknesses, and 
death ? I do not think that David would have troubled himself 
to ask whether a man's end were a stormy or a peaceful one 
if it was the final end of him. What matters a gasp, a pang, a 
throb, more or less, if the final end, the oblivious darkness, is 
so near ? "We are wont sometimes to think and speak lightly 
of the thoughts which these men had of immortality. There 
are many illustrious proofs in the Old Testament Scripture 
that some of them, at any rate, had a firm and realising grasp 
of it. Hezekiah's song must not be taken as the gauge of the 
view which such men as Abraham, Moses, David, and Isaiah, 
were able to take of death and the immortality beyond. And 
to me it is one of the very grandest proofs of their faith in the 
great truth which was brought out into the clear daylight by 
the gospel, that they were able to speak of it as the crown of 
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a godly life that tlie end of it is peace. Who cares what 
the end is, if it is to be extinguished at once and for ever ? 
Who ever cared to chronicle the dying experience of the brute ? 
Whether it dropped — 

'^ As an eagle on the plain 
Drops, when the life deserts her brain, 
And the mortal lightning is veiled again ;" 

or pined away through long, wasting sickness ; or agonised for a 
few moments under the butcher's knife — who cares to write its 
history ? It is but a few moments, more or less, be it of the 
worst agony that a creature can endure, and then it is over, 
and there is the long rest of annihilation to balance the 
account. Let us be sure that if the great ones of old could 
exult in the thought that the end of an upright man was peace, 
it was because they knew that that end was but a beginning — 
that the peace was prophetic — that the men who had thus 
ended their course with joy had reached the shore of the great 
ocean, calm, sunlit, infinite, over which lay their life-course 
of eternity, whose waves broke softly and lovingly at their feet. 
It was a man who, from some mountain summit to which 
his believing soul had climbed, could strain his gaze far over 
that broad and placid ocean of eternity, and who had lost for 
a moment the sight and the sound of the moaning and rushing 
life-river at his feet, who wrote these words : — " I have seen the 
mcked in great power, and spreading hvmself like a green 
hay tree. Yet he parsed away, cmd, lo, he was not: yea, I 
sought him, hut he could not he found, Mark the perfect man, 
and hehold the upright : for the end of that man is peace. ^* 
(Psalm xxivii, 35—37.) 

There would not be much in his spirit in tune with Heze- 
kiah's moan— the cry of a weak man in a degenerate age — when 
he had come forth from the near vision of death. We are 
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much too prone to take such words as his as the key to the 
thoughts of the wise and the great of old about eternity 
instead of the glorious inspiring words of David : — " I have set 
the Lord always before me : because he is at my right hand, I 
shall not he moved. Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth : my flesh also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell ; neither wilt thou staffer thine Soly One to 
see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of life : in thy 
presence is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore''* (Psalm xvi, 8, 11.) " From men which are 
thy hand, O Lord, from men of the world, which have their 
portion in this life, and whose belly tJiou fillest with thy hid 
treasv/re: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their 
substance to their babes. As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness : I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy like- 
ness.^' (Psalm xvii, 14, 15.) Or the still deeper and more 
solemn utterance of Job, which struggles out of a sorely tried 
and, but for that hope, a desperate heart : — '* O that my words 
were now written ! oh that they were printed in a book ! That 
they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the rock for 
ever ! For I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth : and though after my 
skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see Qod : 
whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and 
not another ; though my reins be consumed withm me,''* (Job 
xix, 23 — 27.) And, now, brethren, " mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace, ^^ 

I. The character here presented for our study. 
II. "What is prophesied of his end. 

I. The character here presented : — " The perfect and upright 



man. 
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And this is in a book which declares that in ^^many 
things we offend, ana in all come short of the glory of GodP 
" That there is none good hut one, that is God*^ " That there 
is none that doeth righteousness ; no, not one.'' 
' It is an interesting and important question, what is the 
Bible definition of human perfectness ? What does the book 
mean when it speaks of a man as perfect and upright, while, 
on the other hand, it contains, and not sparingly, such passages 
as these ? Do the words " All have sinned*' admit of limita- 
tions ? Does the Bible use these words vaguely and generally, 
allowing of certain exceptions from the universal charge ? 
Does it allow that there are those on earth who are absolutely 
free from the taint of imperfection, in whom the evil one finds 
nothing by which he can lay hold of them and lead them into 
sin, while the great mass of their fellow-creatures round them 
are the confessed children of darkness and of the devil, on 
the way rapidly to their own place ? Do we, as matter of fact, 
find these broad, absolute distinctions among men — a sin- 
less class, palpably pure ; a sinful class, palpably impure ; sons 
of God and children of the devil, to be distinguished as clearly 
at a glance as midnight and noon p 

I answer, in the first place, — 

1. That the Scriptural term, " the perfect man," whatever it 
may import, does not set before us, at any rate, the model man of 
the imagination, as portrayed in fiction and song. The man of 
angelic qualities, who moves among his weak and sinful 
fellows as Una among the " salvage folk,'* as Arthur amid the 
intrigues and corruption of his realm, or as the angels among 
the reprobates of Sodom, or the Lord among the publicans and 
sinners of the world. Alas ! for us, friends, if the only man 
whose end is peace be the man of ideal loftiness, purity, and 
nobleness ; whose transparent sonl is stained by no tinge of 
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evil, whose life is all lustrous with the radiance of benignity, 
virtue, holiness, and truth. The world holds not these model 
men. One it had, and one alone. We may dream of them, 
but we find them not around us here. The perfect man of the 
Psalmist was not a man shut off from us by a gulf over which 
we have no hope of passing ; no angelic spirit dwelling serenely 
on eminent heights of holy meditation while we are left to 
struggle, suffer, and alas! sometimes grovel in the dust and 
darkness of this lower world. 

2. The proofs of this are abundant in the Bible. Not one of 
its holy ones is a " model man." There is not one of them who 
did not prove by some great lapse his exposure to the tempta- 
tions and experience of the sins which make up so much of the 
history of our lives. It will be enough to point to Job, David, 
and Peter as exemplars. Whatever be the definition of " the 
perfect and upright man," at any rate it must include these. 
The Lord bore witness to them that they were men whom he 
approved and loved. Of Job it was testified that he was " a 
perfect and an upright man," in the most explicit terms; of 
David, that he was " a man after God's own heart ;" while Peter 
occupied the position of eminent honour under the new dispen- 
sation, and was marked by the special confidence of the great 
Head of the Church. And yet there are few passages in litera- 
ture so terrible as the chapter in which Job curses his day, and 
dooms it to oblivion in a perfect frenzy of despair, hurling in 
the sharpness of his agony furious and almost atheistic defiances 
at God. Let any one read carefully the third chapter in the 
book of Job, and the earlier portion of the nineteenth, if he 
would understand the depths of unbelief and despair into which 
one named " perfect and upright" J?y God's own lips may fall. 
David at one dark moment became one of the world's chief 
sinners, as he was surely also one of the world's chief saints ; 
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but his saintliness did not save him from being betrayed into a 
specially flagrant adultery, which he was tempted further to 
cover by the murder of his friend. Though about David's dark 
transgression let us say in passing, that we cannot be too 
thankful for the moral safeguards with which the manners, 
habits, and settled principles of Christian society surround us. 
We have helps against such daring and desperate sin as 
David's which were not within his reach. In an early and un- 
settled state of society men pass much more easily frt)m the 
heights to the depths at a bound. We may almost say that society 
has made such advance since David's time that it would be 
impossible in these days for a man with one tithe of David's 
godliness to be betrayed into David's sins. But there they 
stand. Job and David, perfect and upright men, according to 
the express testimony of Grod. For — 

3. Grod in estimating man and man's life, discerns what 
is hidden from us, the root out of which it springs, and 
is not shut up, as we are, to a casual and often imper- 
fect observation of what appears on the surface of the life. 
He discerns the central core of the being ; as that is to Him, 
the man is. If that be right with Him, the man is right with 
Him. There may be more or less of unruly passion to be 
tamed, more or less of practical grace or virtue to be developed, 
more or less of the natural man to be transformed into the 
image of the Saviour, but that which is radical in the heart, 
the deepest principle of its life, will display itself outwardly — 
the innermost will become outermost in time. " As a man 
thinJceth in his heart, so ishe" and so he^will be seen to be of 
all when his life course is ended, and the essential character of 
the man gives form and tone to the body, which will be at once 
the shrine and the organ o&the spirit through eternity. What 
that is in the man which makes his essential character God 
sees clearly, man but dimly and partially, and His estimate of uf». 
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is based on the knowledge of what is deepest and most vital in 
us ; He sees Christ formed in the heart of him who is but a 
child in faith, and beholding Christ's perfectness, justifies 
through Christ him who believes. 

4. ' The essential principle of this perfectness of which David 
speaks is a heart right with Him, a life whose root and whose 
aim is God. And this marks put the Scripturally perfect man 
firom the man of natural grace, goodness, and nobleness of 
character on the one hand, and the man of mere model per- 
fectness, with all the virtues and none of the faults and stains, 
on the other. It is the man, with more or less of native 
beauty, goodness, and nobleness of nature, whose heart is right 
with G-od. 

The underlying principle here seems to me to be this. There 
is very much that is naturally graceful, beautiful, pure and 
noble, in humanity. I do not believe that all eminent saints 
have been murderers in embryo, nor that the purest maidens, 
if madness unseals their lips, will utter terrible words of pollu- 
tion and shame. There are dark diversities in men and women, 
in natural -quality and tendency, the secret of which it is impos- 
Jtible for us to fathom ; enough for us to know that '' His ways 
are equal" who created and rules the world. There are beautiful 
natural features of character, there is much natural grace and 
goodness, around us here, and God does not refuse to recognise 
it. To Him we may well believe it is good and beautiful, with 
aVL the flaws which His piu'e eye discerns — good and beautiful 
SB the verdure of earth, the breath of flowers, the splendour of 
.fitars, and all the grace and glory of the world. But to Him it 
is simply the blooming of the germs which He has hidden in 
the heart of man as well as in the bosom of the world ; it is so 
far but the fruit of nature, which, beautiful as it is, fades and 
perishes, it lacks the life which makes it enduring and eternal. 
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All that is "natural" perishes. " All flesh is grass^ and all the 
glory of man is as the flower of grass ; the grass wither eth, and 
the flower thereof falleth away ;" God, and that which is bom of 
God, alone is eternal. The glory of the natural virtues, fair 
as its promise may be, fades like the nature from which they 
spring. They only become real, living, and fruitful, in the 
highest sense, when they have sought for themselves a deeper 
root, when by faith they have connected themselves with Christ, 
and have become infixed in Bjs life. 

And this is the true human goodness and perfectness, the 
true glory of man, the partaking of the nature and life of the 
Lord. Man was not meant just to bloom fair and fragrant as a 
flower, according to the bent of its nature ; he was made to aim 
at and attain a godlike perfectness, through the free activity of 
his intellect and will, which perfectness can only be sought 
and found by faith in God. The perfect man is the man who 
has received the stream of a Divine inspiration, and has the 
flow of a Divine life through his nature ; the root of whose 
endeavours draws its nourishment from the fountain of God's 
grace in Christ, the flower of whose life seeks to unfold itself 
in the heaven of His light and His love. The man who has a 
principle to fall back upon when tempted, which is deeper and 
stronger than his own resolution ; a power to recover himself 
when fallen, in the formed habits of godly action and the hoped 
of a glorious future, of inestimable worth ; he cannot rest in 
the sty, though he may enter it for the moment ; he cannot sink 
in the slough, though he may touch it with his foot ; he has a 
purpose and a hope which connect themselves with God, which 
are redeeming, which are the hold of God upon him by which 
He uplifbs and redeems his soul. The question is simply, what 
is the innermost thought, bent, and law of the heart ? Is it 
God ? To do God's will, to walk in God's way, to aim at 
God's ends, to come to God's home — this, where it lies but 93 
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a germ in the Heart, is the principle of perfectness, stains may 
blot, blemishes may mar, sins maj defile the spirit ; but there 
is that within which will conquer and purge them, and present 
the being faultless, stainless, not having spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing — ^worthy to mix with the holy ones, white- 
robed, in the temple on high. 

This is the essential principle of the perfectness. The extent 
of its manifestation is not the question ; if the principle be there 
the manifestion will be a growing one, and will be visibly 
glorious at last. The grace, beauty, and virtue of nature get 
sadly dimmed by the wear and tear of a rough world like this ; 
they soon show that they have no deep root, and are doomed to 
die. While "the righteous shall flourish as the palm- 
tree, he shall grow like the cedar in Lebanon." " The path 
of the just is as a shining light, which shineth brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day." That which is inner- 
most comes outermost through life's daily discipline, and 
it shines out at last with victorious splendour in death. And 
if to this essential heartrightness be added the grace of a 
high-souled, harmonious, and beautiful nature, there you have a 
spirit which I will not say is angelic — we have no right to sup- 
pose that there is anything like it among the angels, who have 
never been purified by discipline — but made like unto the Son 
of God. 

I have known such — I have one in my mind's eye now. 
They leave a light behind them when they pass which reveals 
to us who knew them our own littleness, and how great, through 
Christ, we may become. A man "perfect and upright," 
whose integrity is inwoven with his very existence and is 
fed by his every breath ; whose lofty superiority to all selfish 
motives, aims and ends, is as conspicuous as a planet in the 
midnight sky ; who could not do a mean, base, tricky action, 
or take an unfair advantage of his rival, though a world were 
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the prize. And he can tell us why he could not. " 1 have set 
the Lord always before me ; because he is at my right hand, I shall 
not be moved.** A man who amongst his companions and 
coadjutors has manifestly no selfish purpose to fulfil at their 
expense, and who is their wise, their trusted counsellor and 
guide ; for it is self which perverts judgment ; the selfish eye is 
inevitably a partial one, and he who can purge his sight from 
that humour of self-seeking has qualified himself most effec- 
tually for the service of his fellow-men ; one whose nature is so 
well compacted and balanced, and realises such a just harmony 
of all the faculties and qualities which make the rich endow- 
ment of man, that all find in him a vivid sympathy, and yet a 
soothing, purifying, elevating, and harmonising power ; whose 
soul being set on higher things than the men of this world 
strive after sees through all the petty ambitions of the moment, 
without scorn of those who aim at them, regarding them 
rather with a pitying love which may help to lift their con- 
templations to higher and more enduring things. A man who 
is just, "to the estimation of a hair," while generous to the 
verge of lavishness, yet not beyond it, that he may be the more 
largely generous ; conspicuously temperate, yet not abstinent, 
and therefore able to invest temperance with a grace and 
charm which extremes can never wear ; full of genial, playful 
tenderness, with a ready smile for all gladness and a ready 
tear for all sorrows of his friends ; flinging the veil of a delicate 
humour round all the roughnesses and acerbities of life ; with 
vivid interest in all that makes the life of this world worth the 
living, but with a calm, self-controlled aspect which looks 
beyond it ; saved from a too fond idolatry of the creature by 
the serene presence of heavenly and eternal things. I say I 
have known such a one, and marked him well, and the end of 
that man was peace. 

One other word to complete the portraiture of the Scrip- 
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turally perfect man. He must be one whose outward pro- 
fessions and practices are consistent with the innermost be-< 
liefs, aspirations, and desires of his heart. There will be no 
hiding of the light which is in him, no suppression of the name 
of the God whom he serves and the Saviour whom he loves. 
The word which he believes he lives. Any witholding of 
utterance or profession weakens godliness unspeakably. The 
things which are precious to us ought to be held forth in our 
lives, our whole speech and work ought to be redolent of them, 
our closest associations should' be with those who share our 
love for them, our great life work is to make them known to 
our fellow-men. No secret disciples of Christ can attain to 
this stature, can grow nobler, stronger, more peaceful, as the 
life sweeps on towards the bourne of death. It is the public 
habit of the life which gives boldness — calm, unwavering con- 
fidence — in that hour. Mark the perfect man — the man whose 
outer and inner life are welded into one — ^the end of that man 
is peace ; peace, with a glow of glory round it, which marks the 
end of the earthly, the beginning of the heavenly, life. The 
sun which leaves a fading glory behind it here has risen and 
shines on superior worlds. 

II. Having thus considered the Scriptural idea of the perfect 
and upright man, we will now study, though it must be 
briefly, what is prophesied of his end. 

The end of that man is peace ! 

"What is peace, and what are its conditions ? It is surely 
not " the ignorance which is bliss ;" the veiling of a fact which^ 
if it crossed us, would startle and scare us ; the hiding of the 
skeleton which they tell us is shut up in the secret chambers 
of every life. No man is at peace with God, or with himself, 
who is afraid to look all round him ; who cannot contemplate 
all that is actual and all that is possible, with serene assurance 
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that they are all in the hand of One who is able and willing to 
make them work together for his good. A man sleeping on the 
edge of a lava flood is quiet enough ; a drunkard afloat upon a 
rapid, fascinated by the deep music of tLe waters which are 
sweeping him on to his doom, is something more than quiet, 
he may even sing and shout in a vnld delirium of joy, but the 
reality will disenchant him, and soon. But " peace" is of far 
other complexion, and issues from far deeper springs. Two 
conditions, at any rate, are essential to it— certainty and hope. 
A man must know where he is and whither he is tending, and 
have a free, clear hope about the future, if he is to be at peace. 
And death is the trial of the certainty and the hope, it is the 
hour when the soul cries out for certainties, and strains on 
through the gloom for a vision of the reality beyond. 

" Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright," when the 
last hour draws near, sustained as none but he can be sus- 
tained by certainty, and inspired as none but he can be 
inspired hj hope. Por — 

1. He knows whom he has believed, and is persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which he has committed unto Him 
until that day. 

His whole life has been the knowing Him, and when the 
last hour comes he has the whole experience of life to fiall 
back upon. His whole life has been a trusting of that which 
is most precious to the Saviour ; he will not faint when he has 
to receive the deposit, and possess it through eternity. 
" Eighty and six years," said the old confessor, when they 
moved him to deny his Saviour, that they might save him from 
a terrible death, " eighty and six years have I served him, 
and he has never done me anything but good, and shall I deny 
him now, my Lord and Saviour ? Lead on." "What can shake 
the man who knows that the angel of death is the minister of 
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the Saviour, and that as the shadow deepens he is being drawn 
closer to the embrace of His love. No wonder that such a 
man remains calm and steadfast when all around are trembling 
and sobbing ; no wonder that he can sustain and animate them, 
himself sustained and animated by Christ. Such calm assur- 
ance as he has that to die is to be with Christ, which is far 
better, a thousand grisly shapes of terror, with hell to back 
them, could not weaken, far less destroy. " For I am now 
ready to he offered, and the time of my departure is at Tumd, I 
havefougJit a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me 
at that day : and not to me only, hut unto all them also that love 
his appearing, , . . At my first answer no man stood with me^ 
hut all 'men forsooh me : I pray God that it may not he laid to 
their charge. ^Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and 
itrengthened me; that hy me the preaching might he fully hnown^ 
and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out 
of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall deliver me from 
every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom : 
to whom he glory for ever and ever. Amen.^* (2 Timothy, iv, 
6 — 8, 16 — 18.) " For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tahernacle were dissolved, we have a huilding of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this 
we groan, earnestly desiring to he clothed upon with owr house 
which is from heaven : if so he that heing clothed we shall not he 
found naked. For toe that are in this tahernacle do groan, heing 
hurdened : not for that we would he unclothed, hut clothed vpon^ 
that mortality might he swallowed up of life. Now he that hath 
wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given 
unto tis the earnest of the Spirit, Therefore we are always con- 
fident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the hody, we a/re 
absent from the Lord ; (^for we walk hy faith, not hy sight :} 
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we are cof^dent, Isay, and willing rather to he ahsent from 
the body, and to he present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, 
that, whether present or absent, toe may be accepted of him J* 
2 Cor. V, 1—9.) 

2. He knows to what he is passing — to a world which is 
brighter, a bliss which is deeper, than even his most vivid dreams. 
His life, remember, has been a longing — " even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of 
the hodyy He knows that groaning well — life has been one long 
struggle, one cry for deliverance, redemption, glory. Death is the 
one pathway to the end. He has long known it, and death has 
long been for him abolished by the vision of the glory that is 
beyond. To him it is not the outer gate of life, but the inner 
gate of heaven, the gate of its innermost and holiest joy. As 
earth fades, the vision brightens. "There! there!*' I have 
heard them say as the vision of something beyond our sight 
flashed before their dying gaze; I have seen the eye kindle 
and the cheek flush with a strange exultation, and heard words 
of triumph murmur on their lips before they grew cold and 
rigid in death; and 1 have fancied that if we could but catch 
one gleam of what the Lord was showing them in that hour 
we should understand, as no words can make us understand, 
what the Psalmist meant when he said, " Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
peace,'* 
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Oh, could we die with those that die, 
And place us in their stead. 

How would our spirits learn to fly, 
And converse with the dead. 
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" How we should scorn these clothes of fleshy 
These fetters, and this load ; 
And long for evening, to undress, 
That we might rest with God." 

3. The rest — and a man has other cares at such hours — he 
leaves. He believes in the Fatherhood of God. To him the 
words have an infinite meaning, and he builds on them in con- 
fidence, not for himself only, but for all that he holds dear. 
To be able, not nominally, but really and believingly, to trust 
the dear ones whom he can tend no longer to that fatherly 
love is an infinite solace ; to be able to cast the care on Him 
who he knows will care — care with a tenderness of which earth 
has no measures — is peace, the peace of God in the contem- 
plation of the future of our beloved. "What mad provisions 
men make for their dear ones ! What accumulated hoards, 
what careful dispositions ! In a year the lawyers have got it hHy 
and there is left to the children nothing but a legacy of bitter- 
ness and hate. But to leave them to God, to be their guide 
as he has been ours — " Father, I leave them in thy hand, for 
they are thine," this is peace, this is certainty, this is hope of 
a blessed reunion, in a home which shall be broken up no more 
by death. "Maek the peefeot man and behold thb 

UPEIGHT, FOB THE END OF THAT MAN IS PEACE." 



" Jerusalem ! my glorious home I 
Name ever dear to me ! 
"When shall my labours have an end, 
In joy, and peace, and thee ? 
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** When shall these eyes thy heaven-built v, 
And pearly gates behold ? 
Thy bulwarks with salvation strong, 
And streets of shining gold ? 

•* O, when, thou city of my God, 
Shall I thy courts ascend, 
"Where congregations ne'er break up, 
And Sabbaths have no end P 

*' There happier bowers than Eden's bloom, 
Nor sin nor sorrow know : 
Blest seats ! through rude and stormy scenes 
I onward press to you. 

** Why should I shrink at pain and woe ? 
Or feel at death dismay ? 
I've Canaan's goodly land in view, 
And realms of endless day. 

** Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there, 
Around my Savour stand ; 
And soon my friends in Christ below 
Will join the glorious band. 

** Jerusalem 1 my glorious home ! 
My soul still pants for thee ; 
Then shall my labours have an end, 
When I thy joys shall see." 
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" Why sayest thou, Jacob, and 8j>eakest, O Israel, My way 
is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my 
God r—l&AijLK^, 27. 

These was no man living at that time in Israel, or on earth, 
who had such reason to be hopeless as the man who wrote 
these words. Let no man, let no age, dare despair, if Isaiah, 
when those words were penned, was able to hold fast his faith 
in God. There is reason to believe that they were written 
early in Manasseh's reign. The last twenty-six chapters of his 
prophecies constitute one sublime poem, the grandest ideal 
poem in the world — Isaiah's Paradise regained. His other 
prophecies are fragmentary ; state-papers, composed at various 
times, and as the varying circumstances of his people called for 
them. They have been arranged confusedly, without any 
regard to chronological order, though with some kind of refer- 
ence to the subjects and the peoples with whose fortunes they 
concerned themselves. But these last chapters are a grand 
whole, composed as a whole, and having an internal unity a« 
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deep and strong as the unity of any epic in the world's litera- 
ture. They form the epic of Messiah's reign. I believe this 
work to have been composed in the early years of the reign of 
Manasseh. Hezekiah was buried with his fathers, and his 
reformation was buried with him. The brief gleam of splendour 
which lit the decline and fall of the Jewish state and church 
was shrouded in gloom again; and to the eye of the old 
prophet, who had been the author and mainspring of Heze- 
kiah' s reformation, the darkness was denser and drearier than 
ever — an Egyptian darkness, a darkness which might be felt. 
The picture of the times is drawn by a graphic hand in the 
twenty-first chapter of the first book of Kings. I believe 
Hezekiah to have been far too weak a man to originate and 
conduct a reformation ; Isaiah was the hero of it, and he wrote 
its epitaph. Doubtless there was a crowd of courtiers who 
hated Isaiah while they fawned on him, who cursed his refor- 
mation while they conformed to it, and pleased themselves with 
visions of idolatrous orgies, and frantic revelries, which should 
repay the self-denials he had imposed on them, when the old 
hero's head should be laid helpless in the dust. The day came 
at length when the tide turned, and bore the brutal idolaters 
on its fiood to power. It is probable that in the second year 
of Manasseh' s reign the grand old prophet sealed his prophecy 
with his life-blood, under the savage sentence of the impious 
king. Jewish tradition tells the tale, that ^* some were sawn 
aswnder ;^^ in the epistle to the Hebrews, is Isaiah's epitaph. 
But he lived to write this prophecy, to utter the sublimest. 
words of hope and aspiration, to assert the eternal faithful- 
ness of the Most High, the might of His hand, the purpose 
of His heart to redeem and glorify humanity, in words which 
for power and splendour are unmatched in the literature of 
mankind. I picture the aged man — fourscore years old — 
shutting himself up with his Bible and his God, shutting out 
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the blasphemies and obscenities wliicli had usurped the air, 
and banished the hymns and litanies with which Hezekiah had 
filled it, and, far from abandoning his great hope, projecting it 
on the far future : — " For unto us a child is horuy unto us a son 
is given : and the government shall he upon his shoulder : and his 
Tuxme shall he called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Frince of Peace. Of the increase 
of his government and peace there shall he no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to esta- 
blish it tcith judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts mil perform this" (Is. ix, 
6, 7.) This he had been inspired to preach in the dark reign of 
Ahaz. Judaism might seem to perish, the world itself might 
seem to go. to wreck, but nothing should kill the hope of the 
reign of that Divine Bedeemer and King of Men, whose advent 
he had been commissioned to announce to the world. Earth 
may suggest no hope, the floods of evil are out, and they sweep 
every trace of a Divine reign ruthlessly away, but they do not 
sweep away God : — " Fven the youths shall faint and he weary, 
and the yotmg men shall utterly fall : But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength ; they shall mount up with 
tvings as eagles ; they shall run, and not he weary ; and they shall 
tvalk, and not faint." (Is. xl, 26 — 31.) 

If this picture be true, no man then living had such reason 
to feel worn and weary, sad and even desperate, as this man. 
And yet, I know of no work which is charged with a hope so 
profound and yet so elastic, a joy so buoyant and exulting, as 
this song of the aged seer, whose every earthly hope had 
withered, and who was watching the toils of his tyrants closing 
steadily round him, and dragging him to a cruel and bloody 
death. Verily, it is from the deepest wells men see the stars 
most brightly. The lowest valleys grow the fairest, freshest 
flowers, whose odours fling far and wide on the breezes the 
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breath of their beautiful and joyous life. The words of richest 
cheer are ever spoken to us bj the • men who by all human 
standards should be the most cheerless. It is not racks and 

* 

flames, pestilent dungeons, stripes, or torments, which can kill 
the hope of a man who has learnt that man's hope — the world's 
hope, is in the living God. 

I. Isaiah here reaches and I'ests upon the very foundations 
of the faith, trust, and hope of mankind — ^the living God. 

Creation rests on His hand ; man, the child of the higher 
creation, rests on His heart. That there is a mighty Divine 
hand behind and beneath all the apparent confusion of crea- 
tion, the order of its disorder, the constancy of its change, the 
progress of its monotonous cycles, ruling the strife of its birth 
and death, its decay and regeneration, and holding in calm un- 
swerving control the orbits of its stars, is the ground of our 
belief in the permanence of nature — the maintenance through 
days and nights, years, generations, ages, and milleniums, of 
the constitution which regulates the whole life of this lower 
world. We rest on nature with the most trustful assurance ; 
no shadow of a doubt saddens our gaze on the sunset splen- 
dour, lest for the last time the glow of its glory was being 
flung over the wearied world. In truth we are resting on 
God. Our minds search behind the veil of the visible for a 
mind with which ours may claim kindred, to whose wise and 
benign decisions we can trust with an absolute confidence 
which no fortuitous concourse and concert of atoms could 
inspire. Beyond the fact, the ultimate fact of creation, the' 
vnll of the living God, none of us can penetrate. We come 
here to the end of creation, an end which is endless ; all our 
convictions, assurances, hopes, find there their ultimate foun- 
dation ; they have no root, if they are not rooted in Him. 

What His power is to the material universe, His moral 
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nature and character are to the spiritual universe. There the 
apparent confusion is worse confounded. The death struggle 
of good with evil fills the universe with the clang of conflict ; 
the wailing of the vanquished, the shouts of the conquerors, the 
meanings of misery, the desolations of war, are ever before the 
eye and the ear of the angels and of God. This earth, the 
darling of creation, is the scene of the deadliest discord. The 
good seem to be bom into it but to suffer and to die. The 
battle seems ever to end in the victory of the evil one. Eefor- 
mations, revivals, fade after a brief lustre, and the night rarely 
fails to be denser than before. Those who will live for man, 
to lead him, to teach him, to purify him, to save him, must die 
for man, and what becomes of their work ; with whom can they 
leave it, to guard and complete it ? Is not the battle of truth 
and virtue a losing one, is not night the essential atmosphere of 
this material creation ? It emerged from night once, is it not 
settling down to night again ? No ! No ! No ! Thus saith the 
living God : — " O Zion, that hringest good tidings, get thee up 
into the high mountain ; Jermalem, that hringest good tidings, 
lift up thy voice with strength ; lift it up, he not afraid : say 
tmto the cities of Judah, Behold your Ood ! Behold, the 
Lord Ood will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for 
him : hehold, his reward is with him, and his work hefore him. 
He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs 
with his arm, and carry them in his hosom, and shall gently lead 
those that are with young ^ (Is. il, 9 — 11.) There Isaiah 
rested, beyond that he could not carry it ; there he must rest. 
The Lord liveth, " The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice,^* 
This is the one ultimate answer of the Bible to all the questions 
which perplex and bewilder the intellect of man, the one solu- 
tion of the mysteries which baffle his heart. " ITave faith in 
Gody There are times when it is blessed to fall back and rest 
upon it, times when the intellect gives up in despair the effort 
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to trace the methods of Grod's mysterious ways with creation 
and with man. '' I cannot understand. It is all a wild sea of 
confusion, which becomes denser as I gaze. But I believe in 
Thee, O, my God ! Lord, help Thou mine imbelief. There is a 
living God above, beyond, beneath, all this; there must be a solu- 
tion somewhere. He knows what He does, and why ; that know- 
ledge shall content me. Besting on Him I can suffer and wait 
in hope, a hope deep-rooted as His own being ; indestructible 
^ His own life. Let that faith fail me, and all around me is 
darkness —horrible, profound." The utter darkness is that in 
which a mind and heart are buried, when faith fails to furnish 
the key to the mysteries of nature and of life. But let us have 
faith, let us hold fast to the living God, and a thousand tender 
voices round us at once burst forth to guide and cheer. Crea- 
tion lives by faith unconsciously, and all her voices to our 
intelligent ear iterate and reiterate " Save faith in God.** The 
heavens and the earth, the winds and tempests, the stars, the 
flowers, the fountaiuG, the rivers, the great murmuring ocean, 
all join in the hymn of trust and hope, which to the believer 
becomes articulate, and fixes more surely Ihb faith in God. If 
that be the deepest thing in a man's nature, if its roots reach 
where no fires of trial can reach them, where the keenest tor- 
ments cannot search out and destroy them — that man is 
blessed. Blessed ! though like Isaiah he has to reach his 
martyr's crown through a bloody and agonizing death. 
Isaiah, shut out from the present, compelled to leave that in 
the devil's hand awhile, wrote for the gloomy and dreary ages 
which he foresaw, when even the pious might fear that God 
had forgotten His promise and forsaken His world. And he 
spends a wealth of eloquence and earnestness unmatched 
perhaps in any literature, in painting the power and splendour, 
the truth and the faithfulness, of Him whom their faithlessness 
might be tempted to deny. (Bead Is. xliii, 1—7.) 
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II. Have faith in God. 

Yes ! it is an easy exhortation, and soon said. But what do 
I know of G-od that I should trust Him ? How know I that 
this awful being is not at the bottom of the confusion — that 
His will is not my suffering and death ? 

I have directed you to what I believe, what the Bible declares, 
is the one ground of the hope of man. This is the one sure 
rock on which man can plant himself. If his difficulties, 
sorrows, struggles, be not such that Q-od and the development 
of Q-od's counsel can help him out of them, there is no hope 
for him. But if his life and his hope be linked however feebly 
with God, then He must bear his servant on with Him in the 
path of his triumphal progress, and bring his battle and 
suffering to a victorious issue at last. But again, what do we 
know of God that we should trust Him p what aspects does He 
present to us P do they encourage or discourage the hoping 
against hope in Him P "We have two sources of knowledge — 
what He has said to, what He has done for, man. 

1. His word. 

There is something unspeakably sublime in the appeal in 
Isaiah xl, 26 : — " Lift up yov/r eyes on highj and behold who hath 
created these thinySy that hringeth out their host hy number : he 
calleth them all hy names by the greatness of his mighty for that 
he is strong i/n power ; not onefaileth,^^ It is Heaven's protest 
against man's despair. Nor is Isaiah the only sacred writer 
who utters it. There is something very strikingly parallel in 
Job. Here we have a desperate age and people, there we hav« 
a desperate man. And in both cases God's appeal is to the 
grand and stedfast order of the vast universe, which He sustains 
and assures. Eead Job xxxviii. 

It is difficult to discern at first sight the reason of this appeal. 
Where is the link of connection between stars and men ; what 
comfort should the contemplation of the power and fixedness 
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of His purpose in creation, bring to one careworn, burdened, 
miserable, hopeless human heart ? I believe that the link is 
here. God does not explain himself to the stars. He does to 
you. Why ? why should He come forth to explain and justify 
Himself? why hot continue to pursue His own course with 
you as with the creation, and leave it to explain and justify 
itself in time ? Why ? but because you are of more value than 
many stars. I believe that this was the substance of God's 
answer to Job. It was not the picture of God's glorious ways 
in the creation — though it helps us when brooding over our 
particular grief to look wide afield, and contemplate the ex- 
cellent wisdom and loving-kindness of the Lord ; but it was 
the fact that God so loved His servant as to come to him in 
person and paint the picture before his sight. Then Job's 
faithless cry was answered. "I cannot find Him," the sufferer 
cried, " before, behind, on the right hand, on the left, I search 
for Him, T feel for Him, but He is not there." And God came 
and stood before his face, and said ; *' I am here, it is more to 
me to explain and justify myself to thy agonized heart, my up- 
right servant, than to listen to the choral hymns of the con- 
stellations, and to lead out on the wolds of space the troops of 
stars. And then Job had rest. God tells us, if words can 
tell, that all the hosts of heaven are attendant on the fortunes 
of mankind. They were made, they are sustained for man, and 
the unfolding of man's life. They all live that God's deep pur- 
pose concerning man may be accomplished. If Israel perish, 
if God's purpose. His sovereign purpose of redemption, which 
rules all other purposes, be frustrated, then this great universe 
has been created and sustained for SBons of SBons in vain. It 
seems that man's life-battle and life-work are but slight things 
and obscure, amidst the procession of the powers which carry 
on the vital activities of the great universe, which stretches out 
around him into the infinite on every hand ; but God's word 
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affirms, with an emphasis, an intensity of reiteration and force 
which might carry conviction to the most sorrowful and de- 
spondent heart, that grand as are the interests inyolved in the 
order and procession of starry worlds, they shrink to nothing 
before the interest of the struggle of truth against lies, good- 
ness against evil, in one individual human heart. God's works 
praise Him in all places of His dominion, but man can glorify 
Him. On the issues of man's life — the end of this deadly moral 
struggle, of which this world is the theatre — He has staked 
interest and hope of which creation has no measures ; in truth 
He has staked the existence of His eternal kingdom on the 
results of this grand moral experiment, on the making a. 
cosmos — a glorious spiritual immortal creation — out of the 
confusion and discord into which the devil has plunged the 
world. He has given us the right to say, so closely has He 
bound our moral interests with His own, that if He forgets 
His promises, if He forsakes His world. He forgets. He forsakes 
Himself. (Read Isaiah liv, 6 — 10 j xlix, 13 — 18.) 

God declares here that we are not only involved inextricably 
in the fulfilment of His deepest and most cherished counsels, 
but that we are needed to satisfy the yearnings of His Father's 
heart. 

It is hard for the spirit to realise all that is meant by the 
fatherly love of God. To dare to appeal to a Being of such 
awful power, of such infinite elevation, as to a human parent ;^ 
to confide to His ear as to a Father's, every aching want, every 
moan of pain, seems perilous presumption ; and so we hedge 
round with respectful Mmitations and qualifications the great 
fact, the central fact, of human life, the Fatherhood of God. But 
God reiterates the word, and gathers around it all the associations 
which can strike the chord of filial love in our hearts. He will 
not have us limit it or qualify it. It is so essential that to limit 
or qualify it, is to limit or qualify Hvm, He declares His 
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love as a Father ; His yearning as a Father over the prodigal 
and rebellious also ; He tells us that He loves them the more 
tenderly for their sufferings, but the more longingly for their 
wanderings. " Is JEphraint my dear son ? is he a pleasant child ? 
for since I spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still : 
therefore my bowels are trovhledfor him; I will surely have 
mercy upon him, saith the Lord." (Jeremiah xxxi, 20.) "It is 
hard to credit such love in such a Being ; but the word Father, 
God's own word, carries it all ; why should we dare to question 
it when that cry of a father's heart comes to us down the glades 
of time. " O my son Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom ! 
would God I ^had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my sonP^ 
(2 Samuel xviii, 33.) Is there nothing in our human experience 
which can help us to comprehend that Father's joy, and that 
exulting strain : ^^ Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet : And bring 
hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry : 
Ibr this my son was dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is 
fownd^ (Luite xv, 22 — 24.) So it is for His own sake, and 
for the sake of something deeper in BLim than His purposes, 
He seeks us. He seeks to bind us in our sins and sorrows, our 
sufferings and struggles, by the cords of love and by the bands 
of a man to Himself. ' 

For the love of His heart, He seeks us and cannot lose us — 
no tear falls, no sigh is breathed, no blow is struck through 
aD. this long agony of strife, which we name earth's history, 
unmarked on high. But is it in word only? May I 
know by any surer token the love of God ? Has God 
done anything as a Father which should banish this faith- 
less desponding cry for ever from our hearts? Brethren, 
the " agony and bloody sweat, the cross and passion, 
the precious death and burial," speak to us when stars are 
dumb, and tell each suffering, struggling, human spirit, with a 
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tone of truth and tenderness which is the joy of heaven, and 
the despair of hell, to believe, to hope, to rejoice with joy un- 
speakable, and full of glory, in the living God. Isaiah's grand 
appeal to the immutability of the counsels of the eternal ex- 
pands through Christ into Paul's exulting strains. For I am 
perstcaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, norprind- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come. Nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord,^^ 
(Romans viii, 33—39.) 
Thus much we know of God. 

III. Let us apply these principles to the seasons of our ex- 
perience when faith in the living God is the one thing which 
stands between us and the most blank despair. 

1. The deep waters of personal affliction, when " deep calleth 
unto deep at the noise of Sis waterspouts, and all His waves and 
billows are gone over w«." No one with any depth of nature, 
capable of great suffering and therefore of great joy, passes 
through life without knowing moments when the deepest root- 
fibres of his faith in God are strained, and ready to loose their 
hold. I am not speaking of common troubles, which like a 
<salt-bath brace the frame when the first shiver is over. " Why 
should a living man complain,^^ says Jeremiah to the faint 
heart's which moan the moment a cloud comes saiHng over 
their sun. But there are calamities which touch, not life only, 
but what is more precious than life, what lends to life all its 
charm, without which it is a dark, starless waste, which wring 
the moan, " Oh that I now might die,^^ from the overprest 
heart. Job remains to us the type of all such sufferers, Job 
xix, 6 — 12, will illustrate it, or Psalm Ixxxviii, 6 — 8. It is 
idle to talk in the ear of such sufferers the common topics of 
consolation. It passes by them as the idle wind, or if reite* 
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rated, as by Job*B three friends, it lashes to a frenzy which is 
prone to break out in wild and impious arraignments of the 
wisdom and love of God. The eye is blinded by the mist of 
tears, it cannot behold Him, the heart-strings are twisted and 
knotted with anguish, it is idle to say that He is near. The 
sufferer gets reckless, " no sinner can suffer worse than I suffer, 
where is the profit of my fidelity to God, where is the fruit of 
my faith ? there is no fruit, it is all bitterness and wrong." 
" My God, wy God, why hast thou forsaken me!*^ broke from 
the lips of the most faithful sufferer, at a moment when no 
shadow of doubt rested on His righteousness, His single- 
hearted devotion to the work which the Father had given Him 
to do. Happy if in- such moments there does not rise in the 
spirit a bitter question of the worth of the unseen things for 
which we have been striving, of the very existence of the. 
spiritual realities for the sake of which we have plunged into 
the floods and fires. Argument at such moments is useless ; 
we cannot argue witb ourselves, we cannot tolerate the argu- 
ment of others. " Have faith in God," is the one word that 
helps us. Cease striving to understand the reason of this 
calamity which is crushing you, relax the strain of endeavour, 
have faith in God and rest. Suffer, believing that, deep 
as may be the depth to which He has plunged you, the ever- 
lasting arms are beneath you still, and the counsels of His 
love. Hear the serene and solemn voices which stream dovm 
on you from beyond the stars. " Consider Sim who endured 
stwh contradiction of sinners against H.imself^^ and hold on. 
" Though Se slay me, yet will I trust in Him.'^^ It helps us 
not in such seasons to search for the reason of the special 
affliction ; we must be brought, as Job was brought, to rest 
on the absolute unchanging love and fidelity of God. 

2. In the weary search of the intellect for truth, the struggle 
to comprehend the incomprehensible, to know the inscrutable, 
140 



HAVE I'AITH IK GOD. 13 

to see the invisible, which is part, and not the least heavy 
part, of the discipline of a man and of mankind. There are 
moments when the sphinx-riddle of existence seems utterly 
insoluble, when the meaning and end of life seems utterly- 
inscrutable, when the secret of nature seems absolutely undis- 
coverable, and the devil is close by with his suggestions ; "there 
is no truth behind the veil of the visible, there is no eternal 
basis of duty, there is no intelligent mind and hand within 
the phenomena of creation ; be content with the visible and 
tangible, make your own scheme of life, your own theory of 
the universe, and rest." But man cannot rest in his own 
ideas. He knows that he was made to comprehend and work 
out Good's ; and the weary struggle begins again. What is 
truth, what is duty, what is life, what are the thoughts of 
Q-od ? The sense of the mystery, the painfulness of the effort 
to know, presses the most disciplined and powerful minds most 
heavily. Their circle of light is wider that ours, but also and 
inevitably their circle of darkness. If we can gain a little sphere 
of light around our daily habits and actions, and can walk 
fairly in the light with relation to our work-day lives, all 
round this sphere there is a belt of darkness where our in- 
tellects would lose themselves utterly. Each new element of 
truth we master shows to us new aspects of the unknown; each 
new conviction we establish about God brings us in front of 
new questions which till then had never come within our 
sphere, and offers fresh and graver perplexities to our struggling 
minds. And we faint under the sense of the infinite difficulty 
of knowing all that man longs to know, has a sense that he 
was made to know about life, nature, and God. " Have faith 
in God " is the best word of help which can reach us at such 
moments. He sees what you cannot see. He understands what 
y#u cannot grasp. He has a method though you cannot seize 
it, He is truth, though but here a line and there a line of the 
141 




14 HAVE FAITH IN GODs 

perfect form of truth is imyeiled. Nor is this the silent 
abandoniDeiit of the problem in despair. To rest in the thought 
** God understands what defies my comprehension, God has a 
reason and method which evades my sight," is to say that Gtod 
intends me to uilderstand it in time. For faith is the discern- 
ment of invisible things, and faith which is the fruit of the 
Spirit searcheth all things, even the deep things of God. Faith 
in God is the beginning of the soul's education in the diviner 
knowledge ; the lifting of the soul into that higher region in 
which, when the work of discipline is ended, the soul shall see 
the inner mystery of God and of all things face to face, and 
know even as also it is known. 

3. In dark crises of human history, when truth, virtue, and 
manhood, seem perishing from the world. 

There is a tide in the moral as well as in the physical order 
of the world. The ebb and the flood of the great wave of 
moral progress follows in its moonled marches the pathway of 
some orb in the world of spirit which escapes our sight. There 
are ages when the heavenly currents seem to flood the channels 
of the world's activity, and ages when they seem to ebb again 
and leave the human coasts dry and bare. There are genera- 
tions when the devil seems to break loose and rage and storm 
through the world at will ; and ages when some strong restraint 
seems to bind or at any rate limit his powers. All great 
reformations have been bom in an age of fearful corruptions, 
all great movements have been cradled in something like 
despair. In the ages of moral darkness and desolation the 
pious are tempted to give up the hope of progress, and to 
expect some dread catastrophe, to cry out for the advent of 
God the avenger, and to prophesy that the great and terrible 
day of the Lord is near. In the days of Amos, the days of 
the second Jeroboam, the cry " the day of the Lord is come Jf 
spread terror through the land. The age of the captivity, the 
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age of the destruction of Jerusalem, the age of the dissolution 
of the Eoman empire, the tenth century, the fifteenth century, 
were confidently regarded by the earnest spirits of the time as 
the last days of earth's sinful history, the day of a sudden and 
terrible advent of the Lord. And the cry is rife now, in 
these mammon-worshipping days. Coming tribulation, coming 
judgments, coming redemption of the elect by the strong 
btem hand of the King, who shall rule the nations with a rod 
of iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel, are the 
cries that fill the air. " Have eaith in God." The world 
has lived through all these ages, and come forth from them 
brighter, fresher, stronger, younger,^ for the baptism of suffer- 
ing it had endured. " Wh^ sayest thou, O Jacob, and speaJcest, 
O Israel, My woaj is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is 
passed over from my Chd?^^ God rules by methods long 
matured and mightily though silently developed. Not by 
catastrophes but by vital impulses, by currents of vital force 
which He sends surging through the innermost channels of 
the human world, He is working silently, but swiftly and 
resistlessly, the regeneration of mankind. The struggle may 
be deadly, awful ; it must be. "We may even now be entering 
a cloud, and may fear as we enter the cloud, but our age, the 
great world of men, shall come forth purged of some selfishness 
and worldliness by the process, and the fair aspects of that 
kingdom which " is righteousness, peace, a/nd joy in the Soly 
Ghost, ^^ shall smile up more broadly, more brightly in the face 
of heaven.- " For as the earth hringeth forth her hud, and as the 
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring fryrth ; so 
the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth 
lefore all the nations. ^^ 

I know but one limit to the reliance of man on the sustaining 
strength and help of God, and that is, that what is helped, what 
we commit to His hand be bom of Him ; if it has His life in it, 
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however feeble its pulae, it cannot die. But that condition is 
absolute. This very fixedness of God is set with deadly certainty 
against every vice, every passion, every scheme of the carnal 
heart, every gelf-willed lust of flesh and mind, every Babel 
which man would build up in despite of Q-od. " Ufb wp yov/r 
eyes now and heholdy who hath created these things.''^ Can you 
struggle against that awful power, are you ready for that 
dread conflict with the Eternal? "jBe wise now,^^ submit, 
" kiss the Son,^^ make' His will yours and build on His founda- 
tion, and then, however tremendous the conflict, however 
sharp the pain of life, there will be voices all round you to 
preach to you hope and to prophesy triumph. Down from 
on high, from beyond the stars, from those who have fought 
and conquered, and are walking in white before the Lamb, 

Mortal ! they softly say, 

Peace to thy heart, 
"We too, yes mortal, 

Have been as thou art. 
Hope lifted, doubt depressed, 

Seeing in part. 
Tried, troubled, tempted. 

Sustained as thou art. 

Or in words of infinitely grander and sublimer strain — 
"Wheeefoee seeing we also aee compassed about with 
so geeat a cloud op witnesses, let us lay aside eteet 
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and 

LET us EUN with PATIENCE THE EACE THAT IS SET BEFOEE 
US, LOOKING UNTO JeSUS THE AUTHOE AND TINISHEE OP 
OUE PAITH ; WHO POE THE JOT THAT WAS SET BEFOEE HIM 
BNDUEED THE CEOSS, DESPISING THE SHAME, AND IS SET DOWN 
AT THE EIGHT HAND OP THE TUEONE OP GOD. (Hcb. xii, 1, 2.) 
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WORTHY TO OBTAIN THAT WORLD. 



" Worthy to ohtain that worlds — Luke xx, 35. 

The demonstration, not of the resurrection only, but of 
immortality, which this passage sets forth, is one of the few- 
formal arguments of our Lord. Rarely do His discourses tend 
to establish or overthrow dogmas ; they rather aim at the cor- 
rection and the purification of the evil heart out of which 
ultimately all false doctrines spring. For it is most pro- 
foundly true that all false doctrine has false desire as its coun- 
terpart, or rather as the basis on which it stands, the ground 
out of which all its nourishment flows. " Their foolish heart 
was darkened :^^ what a world of suggestion is here. The 
aberration of the spirit darkens the intellect. Wish is father 
to the thought in all the great developed heresies of the world. 
If man knows not God it is because he desires not the know- 
ledge of Him or of His ways. Let the heart be^set right, and 
the daylight, the daylight of God, streams over all the objects 
which the intellect can discern or pursue. " Blessed are the 
pwre in heart, for they shall see God.** " Se that will do his 
will shall hnow the doctrine.** I have no belief that a man 
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who desires rightly can go far astray. A man may think that 
his desires are right when they are rain and selfish — ^that is 
another matter ; such a one may fall into grievous error, and 
learn by what he suffers to correct the desires of his heart. 
But he whose desires are pure, whose spirit is heavenly, is in 
the way to know the truth as they know it on high. 

Hence in all our Lord's discourses there is a distinct aiming 
at that moral wrongness out of which all perversions and 
misapprehensions spring. Very rarely does He undertake to 
sustain by argument a fact or a doctrine without, at any rate, 
seeking to relate it directly to the spiritual life of those whom 
He addressed. To get the will of God done was the great aim 
of His life and of His death agony in our world. But here 
the denial of the doctrine was so outrageous, so in the teeth of 
the simplest and plainest declarations of the word which they 
professed to believe, and by which they professed to be bound, 
that our Lord seems to have felt that the mere confounding 
them and putting them to silence was an object well worth 
seeking, that their confusion would be a righteous penalty on 
their self-willed ignorance of the plainest testimonies of the 
Word of God. 

The argument here is a very profound one. It is inconclu- 
sive unless we look deeper than the logical meaning of the 
words. Logically, I have always felt that there was great 
difficulty in apprehending the real force of our Lord's demon- 
stration. That it was a demonstration, a conclusive demon- 
stration, is palpable. It carried conviction to every heart. 
So complete was the discomfiture of the Sadducees, that they 
had not a word to answer, neither '* after that durst they ask* 
Him any question." 

Let us read the narrative: — ^^Then came to Mm certain 
of the Sadducees, which deny that there is any restirrection ; 
and thej^ asked him, saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, 
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1^ any marCs hroiher die, having a wife, and he die without 
children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed 
v/nto his brother. There were therefore seven brethren : and the 
first took a wife, and died without children. And the second 
took her to wife, and he died childless. And the third took her ; 
and in like manner the seven also : and they left no children, and 
died. Last of all the woman died also. Therefore in the resurrec- 
tion whose wife of them is she I for seven hud her to wife. And 
Jesus answering said unto them. The children of this world m,arry , 
and are given in marriage : but they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage : neither can they die any 
more : for they are equal u/nto the angels ; and are the children 
of God, being the children of the resurrection. Now that the dead 
are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord 
the €hd of Abraham, and the Ood of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. 
JEbr he is not a Gid of the dead, but of the living : for all live 
unto him. Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, 
thou hast well said. And after that they durst Tiot ask him 
any question at all.** (Luke xx, 27 — 40.) Now, strictly 
speaking, if we look only at the verbal force of the terms em- 
ployed, " I am the G-od*' may mean "I am the being who was 
the God" of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and that would carry 
no demonstration of the resurrection, nor of immortality. The 
real question is, what did God mean when He called Himself 
the God of Abraham ? How much were those words felt to 
imply ? The whole argument appears to me to turn on this. 
God is the Creator of the heavens and the earth, the Creator 
of everything that hath life. He is the God of man, and of 
man alone. There is something in the word " I am the Lord 
thy God*^ which could not be spoken of a mere creature. 
There is a relation recognised here, a covenant established, 
which could only exist between God and a being immortal aa 
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Himself — a being made in His image, and into whose nostrils 
He had im breathed the breath of life. Miss that thought, that 
the being who can speak of the Lord as "the Lord his God" 
must be immortal, and you miss the whole force of the argu- 
ment. To the same effect precisely is the argument of St. 
Paul in the Epistle to the Hebrews : — " These all died in faith, 
not having received the promises, hut having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they 
that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 
And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from 
whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have 
returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an hea- 
venly : wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God : for 
he hath prepared for them a city.^^ (Heb. xi, 13 — 16.) So sacred 
a name involves a permanent, eternal relationship. Q-od is not 
tlfe God of the dead, but of the living ; not of the mortal, but 
of the immortal, for all whose God He is, whom He knows 
by name, who have found favour in His sight, live to Him, 
live with Him ; His life is in them, they cannot die. They 
know Him, " whom to know is life everlasting." If God calls 
himself the covenant God of any man, of mankind, it means 
that man is immortal as Himself. Thus much on the general 
bearings of the passage. Let us now concentrate our thoughts 
on the text, " Worthy to obtain that world." 

I. That world. 

The world He spake of was the world from which He came, 
and to which He was about to pass. His home — the home of 
His Spirit, where all things are square to celestial measures ; 
the world of the resurrection, where God is all and in all. 

Picture to yourselves the consciousness of a seed stirring, 
feebly in the early spring-time in the bosom of the dark, damp 
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earth : pushing up its shoots blindly and painfully to where it 
feels that some warmth and light — what it may be, this warmth 
and light, unknown as yet — are wooing it. Then picture it 
emerged into the brilliant sunlight, resplendent in colour, fra- 
grance, and form, kissed by the warm sunbeams, fed by the 
sweet dews, smiled on by the stars from their infinite depths, 
consciously part of the vivid, glowing, blooming, blessed life of 
the great living universe of God. Brethren, " your life is hid 
with Christ in God, and when Christ, who is your life, shall 
appear, you also shall appear with him in glory. ^^ The life is 
hidden now, as the seed in the winter- time ; living, stirring, 
with a world within it, and a world in tune with its present 
need all round it. But it is a world of death, that is, that 
death which is the first stage of life. The world to come, the 
world to which the Saviour visibly passed, that world where 
Abraham and Israel are with G-od, is the world of life, the 
world of the resurrection. To the spirit's eye the Lord who 
spake these words was the most glorious being in this universe. 
Essentially, none so glorious as He. And yet in form and 
aspect, in all that could be seen of Him, there was none on 
earth so sad, so worn, so desolate. The spirits saw the glory 
even of His humiliation. Moses and Elias, when they came 
in their radiant forms, could find no theme of converse but " the 
decease which Se should accomplish at Jerusalem^ But the 
prophet painted the human vision of Him in the pathetic pro- 
phetic words, " Who hath believed our report ? am>d to whom is 
the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall grow up before 
him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground : he 
hath no form nor comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there 
is no beauty that we should desire him, Se is despised and 
rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and acquainted mth grief: 
and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and 
we esteemed him not.^^ His glory was there, but earth could 
149 



6 WORTHY TO OBTAIN THAT WOBLD. 

not manifest it. As far as earth was concerned, it was hidden^ 
as the whole glory of the flower is hidden in the seed which i» 
cast into the dark ground. That world, the world of the 
resurrection, showed Him openly to be glorious, it was the 
world in which His glory was native and at home. 

But it is neither the glory, the immortality, nor the blessed- 
ness which strikes me most forcibly when I meditate on the 
world of the resurrection. I rather dwell on the thought that — 

1. It is the world which shall image purely the idea of Q-od. 

It is a world — not a mere state, whatever that may mean — 
it is a world of relationship, society, life. A city, a country, a 
world, are the descriptive images. That on which the apostle 
dwells with peculiar fondness is the " city." He was a man of 
cities. A man made to mix with the human throngs and live in 
the crowded forum of life. All that is highest in man's life is 
developed in society. Where society is closest, where the life 
of society is most vivid and fruitful, such a man as Saint Paul 
would most willingly dwell. He carried the thought upwards. 
" The city that hath foundations, whose huilder and maker is the 
Lordy^ the life of which shall fuM the Divine idea. Here 
God*s idea, life as He would have it, as man pines for it, is 
buried, fearfully marred by sin; a rent, dishonoured, storm- 
beaten, corrupt, and corrupting fragment of a Divine idea. 
Once it was fair and pure and brilliant as heaven, though with 
that dazzling morning brilliance which quickly fades. Its very 
atmosphere bathed the being that lived in it in bliss. The 
world was the glory of Grod the Creator, the dress of His per- 
fect thought about the home and theatre of life. Now its 
very atmosphere is laden with curses, be the cause what it 
may ; we at any rate have not to go far to seek it. There are 
myriads, millions, of God's children on earth at this moment 
cursing their day, moaning and wailing over life, persuading 
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themselves with the Hindoo that creation is either a disease 
or an abortion of the Supreme, longing only to lay down life 
and its burdens, if even in the lap of eternal, oblivious death. 
In the resurrection the world shall rise, purged of all that 
disfigures, distorts, and defiles, out of the wreck of the present. 
That world will be the extrication of the Divine idea out of all 
that drags it down here to the dust and the darkness of death. 
It will be the resurrection — the standing up — of God's idea of a 
spirit's home, from which all that emanates not from Him shall 
be expelled for ever. The very memory of earth's dark night 
shall be eclipsed by the burning splendour of the new creation. 
Eden will rise transfigured in the world which we name heaven. 
Blessed thought to the pilgrims who have trod the bare desert 
bravely and known all its hardships, and who have stifled 
the moan which was ofttimes ready to burst forth as they 
gazed round them on this unhomelike, unheavenly world ! 

2. It is the world where man's life shall be delivered &om 
its travail, and shall be bom into a sphere which shall give free 
room to all his possibilities, hopes, and powers. " The Spirit 
itselfheareth witness with (mr spirit, that we are the children of 
Ood : and if children, then heirs ; heirs of Ood, and joint- 
heirs with Christ; if so he that we suffer with him, that we may 
he also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time a/re not worthy to he compared with the glory 
which shall he revealed in us. JBbr the earnest expectation of 
the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of Ood, 
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not unlUngly, hut 
hy reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope. Because 
the creature itself also shall he delivered from the hondage of 
corruption into the glorious liherty of the children of Ood, For 
we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. And not only they, hut ourselves also, which 
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have the Jirstfruits of the Spirit^ even we ourselves groan toithin 
ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
hody. For we are saved hy hope : hut hope that is seen is not hope : 
for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for ? £ut if we hope 
for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it^ 
(Eomans viii, 16 — 25.) The whole philosophy of it is there. 
We want what the world wants — redemption. And its redemp- 
tion, like its fall, waits on ours. "What heart of man has not a 
hope larger than any possibility of fulfilment here? What 
human spirit does not sometimes groan over the narrow limits 
of its inward world? What son of God, loftier in name and 
birthright than an angel, has not often to groan, ^^ I am as a 
least hefore thee'^ ? We plod daily through the weary tasks, 
patient, contented that it should be so for a time, but know- 
ing, or we ought to know, that within us there is capacity for 
tasks which might strain the strength of an angel. We are 
bound by ties too tight to be unloosed to beings, things, tasks,, 
which, however bravely we may take the discipline, do ever 
mock our yearning desires, passionate longings, inalienable 
liopes. Who has not his eye on some black line which 
twines in with and often hides the golden thread of his destiny ; 
some cross which presses most crushingly where it is hardest 
to bear, and which will press on till death ? And whose heart 
does not bound to hear of a world of resurrection, where the 
incubus will be cast off, where the captive shall be free, where 
the spirit's will shall have lordly exercise, the soul*8 election 
absolute validity, the noblest powers their widest scope, the 
most soaring aspirations their fullest satisfactions, the most 
latent possibilities of the being their developed and fruitful 
life. The world where all this is is that world — the world of 
the resurrection. 

3. The world wherein all being, all possession, shall but 
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expand and intensify through eternity. Death shall be dead, 
buried in the wreck of the world which he deflowered ; vicis- 
situde shall be banished by the reign of that Divine Word which 
liveth and abideth for ever. Exhaustion will be unknown to 
spirits baptized to immortal youth in the risen life of the 
Saviour, while limit will vanish everywhere in the infinite 
fulness of God. " Woetht to obtain that woeld." 

II. Who are the worthy, and wherein does their worthiness 
consist ? 

The form of the sentence is noteworthy. " Worthy to 
obtain.'^ This is not exactly high doctrine — it is not "the 
marked for that world," irrespective of quality and fitness, but 
those who have a fitness which may be spoken of even by Him 
who knew what was in man as a " worthiness." Further, the 
word " obtain" is suggestive. It does not hint at sitting still 
and waiting till some celestial gale shall waft them to its gates. 
The image is rather one of a combatant, a runner, trained with 
consummate diligence, and contending with desperate energy 
to obtain the prize. This is the class of thoughts with which 
the " obtaining " is associated. " Know ye not that they which 
run in a race rum all, but one recdveth the prize ? So ru/n, that 
ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the ma^stery is 
temperate in all things. JVbw they do it to obtain a corruptible 
crown ; but we an. incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as 
uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air : but I 
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection : lest that by 
any mecms, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
castaway.^' (1 Cor. ii, 24 — 27.) " Wherefoyre gird up the loins 
of your minds, be sober, and hope to the end, for the grace that is 
to be brought u/nto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.^* 

The answer to the question, ** Who are the worthy?" is a 
very simple one, and very near at hand. 
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1. Thej are those who can enter into God's counsel ahout 
this world, and do enter into it, who become " worthy to obtain 
that world." 

All that Q-od asks is that we shall look at this life as He 
looks at it — accept the pilgrim condition, put ourselves under 
the guidance of the angel, and lift our hearts to that world as 
our home. The worthy in His estimation are those who live 
in, and are " saved by, hope." God looks on this world as a 
world in which the things which He loves are in travail, in 
which, with great effort and sorrow, they are but beginning to 
be. He asks you to think with Him — ^to make this your seed- 
time, and reap your harvest with ffim on high. 

Man may easily frame a totally different scheme of life. He 
may set himself to get out of the present just as much satis- 
faction as it can yield to him, balancing carefully the pain by 
the pleasure, and concluding that, on the whole, it is a very good 
and pleasant sort of world, sinking deliberately all hope in 
enjoyment, and losing aU faith in sight. This is what we m^an 
by " the way of the world." It is the cry of the millions 
— "Make the 'now' as rich in enjoyment as possible, and let the 
future take care of the things of itself. Now is the eternity of 
lust." There need be no reckless, wanton, passionate indul- 
gences. The wisest men of the world know perfectly that 
excess is the worst form of pain. Epicurus was as moderate 
and temperate in his theory of life as thQ Stoics. But the 
essence of it all is, the present against the future — ^the claim 
of the insatiate " now." 

That there are those on earth who say, " If I had in absolute 
possession all that man has ever dreamed of having, still this 
would be a dark, sad world to me. Still I could not under- 
stand this contrast, which is universal, between hope and 
reality, aspiration, vision, and life. My dream reaches higher 
than 'having.' I might have all things, and he a wreck. 
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' Whai shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world and lose 
his mon soul, or what shall a man give m exchange for his soul ?* 
I see everywhere, and no glossing over the surface can 
obliterate the traces, the fell work of sin. Thence this schism 
between the idea and the reality — the image of life in God's 
"Word, which in idea is in me also, and the reality I see around 
me and within me in man. I see how all here is marred by 
transgression, how its dark stain is inwrought into the very 
texture of life. My Lord found no Eden here, and made none. 
He was content to suffer, and He calls me to suffer ; He was 
content to wait, and He calls me to wait ; the world to live in, 
to rest in, the world of the resurrection — ^the world of life — is 
beyond. I believe Him. Blessed be God, I can accept the 
law of my present. I elect to be a sufferer here, a conqueror 
there. Others may seek here their conquests, I resign them. 
All that the world could offer would not satisfy my spirit, and 
I accept joyfully the gospel which tells me that if I take this 
as the scene of my discipline, and hide my life with Christ in 
God, there is a glorious development in store. ^Who are 
these that are clothed in white robes, and whence came they ?* 
said one who prevailed to look upon the shining company in the 
celestial world. * These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed thieir robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Xamb, and therefore they are before the throne 
of Ood.* I eileot to join that company. I elect to let the 
^ present pass ; nay, rather to welcome its sharpest pains. Help 
me, O my God." The men who can say that with a humble 
trust in Him who is able to keep them from falling are the 
worthy to obtain that world. " Lord, thou knowest all things, 
thou knowest that I love thee,** lies at the root of the whole of it; 
and to such the rack, the flame, are but as the prophet's fiery 
chariot, to bear them more swiftly to the world of the resur- 
rection, the bosom of their Lord. 
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This leads me to observe — 

2. There is something beyond this, underneath it, which 
makes this suffering, this patience of hope, possible for man. 
It is a relation to a person essentially, not to an idea or a set 
of ideas. To know Christ is to know essentially God's counsel. 
" He is made of God unto us wisdom." To love Christ is to 
choose essentially the good, the true, the eternal, and to let the 
visible and the perishing slip. Those shining ones were there so 
radiant, "ybr they had washed their rohes and made them white 
in the hlood of the Lamb," They believed ; they rested on the 
atoning sacrifice for pardon ; they believed in His mediation 
as the one channel of intercourse between man and the Father; 
they believed in His resurrection and ascension as that of 
man's forerunner to the risen world ; with Him they recog- 
nised in sin the broadest fact in man's present existence — 
fatal, damning, unless purged away. They saw by faith His 
deadly struggle, Hid glorious victory, and strong in faith they 
grasped the fruits. To them life was not a scene of suffering 
only, but of earnest and resolute struggle, fighting under the 
great Captain to get Satan down underneath their feet. It is 
this which makes the patience of hope a grand reality, a reality 
whose root is Christ — Hatred of sin. His conquest of it 
here. His glorious, eternal triumph over it on high. They lived 
by loving faith in the Son of God, and this was the victory that 
overcame the world, even that faith. And your life, if you are 
worthy to live among them, is a risen life already ; the home of 
your redeemed spirit is now where He is, in the world of the 
resurrection. * ^y^ ^^^^ ^^ risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God, 
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God, When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear unth 
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him in glory. Mortify therefore your members which are upon 
the earth ; fornication^ uncleanness, inordinate (iffection, evil con- 
cupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry : for which things^ 
sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of disobedience : 
in the which ye also walked some time, when ye lived in them. 
But now ye also put off all these ; anger, wrath, malice, blas- 
phemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to 
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds : 
and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge 
after the image of him that created him : where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor tmcircumcision, Barbarian, Scy- 
thi€m, bond nor free ; but Christ is all, and in all." (Coloss. iii, 
1 — 11 .) Live iu the strength of your own soul's aspiration, your 
own spirit's longing, for something more fair and bright than this, 
and the patience of hope will dwindle into a puling sentiment, 
and the ghost of it will haunt your unsatisfied eternity. Live 
by faith, and the life of God passes into you, the hope which 
inspires you is His hope, the strength which sustains you 
is His omnipotence, the life which quickens you is His 
eternal life. 

And thus boasting is excluded. There is a worthiness for 
that world. God is not glorified in contradicting in His ways 
every principle which He has'taught us to cherish, and pouring 
scorn on the judgments which He has taught us to form 
about the right and the vrise in both human and divine things. 
To gather together all the vainest, idlest, emptiest, most 
useless souls in creation, and glorify them by the act of His 
sovereign will, is the notion of His ways which some delight 
in, but to me it would simply glorify a sovereignty from the 
sway of whose sceptre one would desire passionately to be free. 
There is a worthiness for that world, there is an unworthiness 
— " unworthy of everlasting life !" The worthiness is to be won 
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and worn as a wreath of dignitj, a crown of glory. And the 
noblest, strongest, wisest, shall stand next the throne, "^br one 
star differ eth from another in glory, ^^ But the worthiness 
has its root in Christ, not in us — '* Christ is trs," the hope 
and the earnest of glory. It is the partaking of the worthiness 
of Christ, for out of Him we are nothing, in Him we are 
glorious. The crowns we wear are the crowns he won for us 
by His victory ; and as we pass at last, having been found 
worthy to obtain that world and the resurrection, in shining 
ranks before His throne, we shall cast those crowns before His 
feet, and join in the jubilant anthem of the redeemed. 

" And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the hook, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and 
hast redeemed vs to God hy thy hhod out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our God 
kings and priests : and we shall reign on the earth. And I 
beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels rotmd about the 
throne and the beasts and the elders : and the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ; 
saying with a loud voice. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in heaven, 
and on the earth, and under the eaHh, and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying. Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever,^* 

The consecrated cross 1*11 bear 

Till death shall set me free, 
And then go home my crown to wear, 

For there's a crown for me. 
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Upon the crystal pavement down, 

At Jesu's pierced feet, 
Joyful 1*11 cast my golden crown, 

And His dear Name repeat. 

And palms shaU wave and harps shall ring 

Within heaven's arches high ; 
" The Lord that lives," the ransomed sing, 

" That lives, no more to die." 

precious cross ! glorious crown ! 

resurrection day ! 
Blest Saviour, send some angel down 

To bear my soul away. 
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^^ Study to show thyself approved imto God.*^ — 2 TiM., ii, 15. 

The Epistles to Timothy are about the most inspiring words 
that have ever been spoken or written by man. There breathes 
through them that most convincing of spirits, an intense con- 
viction. There, at any rate, is earnestness in its essence — a soul 
of matchless energy and capacity, bent on an object which 
tasks worthily every faculty to the utmost, and filled with 
a love which stirs and strains to fuUest tension every latent 
fibre of the heart. Earnestness is a grand thing when you can 
get an object which is worth being earnest about. Indeed, 
conviction is an essential element in it; mock earnestness 
rings false on every ear. Conviction rises to the highest 
dignity and certainty when it has God to rest on, when it 
concerns itself with the great realities of being which He has 
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revealed. Then the -whole soul is possessed and inspired ; 
then men can conquer or subvert a world. Paul was an old 
man, a veteran of the cross, when he wrote these Epistles. 
More than thirty years had he spent in proclaiming the Gk>spel 
in the chief countries of the Eoman Empire. A life it had 
been of matchless toils and perils, a life such as only a man of 
heroic blood could have endured. " Are they ministers of Christ ? 
{Ispeah as a fool) lam more; in lahours more abundant, in stHpes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews 
Jive times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten 
with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwrecTc, a night 
and a day I have been in the deep ; In journeying s of ten, in perils 
of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen^ 
in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren ; 
In weariness and painfulness, in watchvngs often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those 
things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily^ 
the care of all the churches^ (2 Cor. xi, 23 — 28.) But his 
joy in Christ, his glory in the Gospel, grew with his suffering. 
Xowhere does he speak with such passionate ardour of his 
Saviour, nowhere does he exhort the young soldiers with such 
inspiring tones, as when he was about to close a martyr's life 
for Christ by a martyr's death. Ah, my friends ! my young 
friends ! give me the hope, the joy, that years and sorrows will 
not rob me of, that will stand the strain of this life's wear and 
tear of the spirit, will waken gladder and yet gladder thanks- 
givings that ever I was led to seek it as the body yields to the 
assaults of mortal sickness, and will burst out into a shout of 
unspeakable joy and triumph when it passes under the cold 
shade of death. Paul, the aged, exulted in the service which 
had worn out the energies of perhaps the noblest spirit that 
ever yoked itself to duty. Standing on the narrow verge 
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between two worlds, bis spirit could take clearer views than you 
or I can of what it is good to live by and to die by, and here 
is the result. " But godliness mth contentment is great gain. 
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
ca/rry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us he there* 
with content, JSut they that toill he rich fall into temptation and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the root 
of all evil : which while some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
But thou, man of God, flee these things ; and follow after 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Fight 
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 
thou art also called, and hast professed a good profession hefore 
mcmy witnesses. I give thee charge in the sight of God, who 
quicJceneth all things, and hefore Christ Jesus, who hefore Fon- 
tius Filate witnessed a good confession ; That thou heep this 
comfnandment without spot, unrehukeahle, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ : Which in his times he shall shew, who 
is the hlessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, aitd Lord 
of lords: Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light 
which no man can approach tmto ; whom no man hath seen, nor 
eon see : to whom be honour and power everlasting. Amen.^^ 
(1 Tim., vi, 6 — 16.) What man of the world, what man of 
''millions," has ever made such good confession of joy in the Past 
and hope of the Euture, as Paul made from his prison-house, 
with the rack and the block in sight ? Tes, brethren ; this is 
the gift of Christ to His followers, a growing conviction that 
they have well done in serving Him, a growing hope of a 
glorious immortal recompence when the hope of other men is 
withering like the grass in the furnace, a vision of a crown of 
glory, when around worldlings the dense darkness is gathering, 
through which com© mutterings of the storm of fiery iudigna-> 
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tion, whicli shall devour the adversaries of Christ at last. It 
is a glorious thing to hear an old man who has Hved nobly, and 
has won the prize of it, inspire his young disciples to the same 
career. No talk reaches so far as that of the man who has won 
experience by suffering, and has tried through a long life the 
truths he proclaims. It rings like a trumpet-call over the field 
of life's battle, it stirs the blood to heroic effort and achieve- 
ment, it prophesies certain victory. The truth to which such 
a man as Paul after a life like his bore earnest witness, must 
conquer upon earth, must reign in heaven. Compare his end 
with the end of the most notable worldlings, and make your 
election. See that proud old man, once the strongest man in 
England, holding more fully perhaps than any other man of 
his day in his hands the destinies of Europe, cast off in his old 
age by the king whose interests he had served with singular 
devotion, unpitied by the country at whose glory he had aimed, 
bursting forth in his hour of mortal sickness into the pas- 
sionate lamentation, " 0, had I but served my God as I have 
served my king. He would not have forsaken me in my gray 
hairs ;" and then turn to the death-struggle of this veteran 
champion of the cross. " JBbr I am noio ready to he offered^ 
a/nd the time of my d&pa/rtwre is at hand, I have fought a good 
fighty I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Senee^ 
forth there is laid wpfor me a crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that da/y : and not to 
me only, hut u/nto all them also that love his a/ppearvng?^ (2 Tim., 
iv, 6 — 8.) And again, I say, make your election. Choose 
which life you will have, and understand you are choosing 
which death — which eternity. 

I. Paul assumes that a man must serve some one master ; 
seek to be approved by some one in whom he believes and hopes. 
No man can serve Hwo masters, though it is the constant 
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struggle of the life of a multitude of men to do it. But man 
must serve one. Complete independence is not within his 
reach, and would be a curse to him if it were. Man, by his 
nature and constitution, is a servant in a house, a soldier in an 
army. He needs leaders, he needs a cause to inspire him, he 
needs a good word from one whom he honours to cheer him, 
he needs a prize from a master at last. The one question open 
to him is — shall it be God's household in which he serves, or 
Satan's ? Shall his captain be the devil, or the Lord ? The 
man who most boasts of independence is the man who, if you 
watch him closely, you will find most abjectly dependent upon 
others. The man who never does what he is asked is easily 
managed by always asking the reverse of what you wish. I have 
seen them get pigs on shipboard at Liverpool by always pulling 
them backwards ; I have often been amused at the illustration 
which it offers of the independence of large classes of mankind. 
Tou are living for the world's praise or God's. Paul is putting 
the case of a preacher : preaching is a great power, the easiest 
way, too, to influence and fame. In art, in literature, in 
science, in statesmanship, men must serve a life-time of labour 
before they attain to eminence and influence. In preaching, 
boys, if they have but wit and words enough, may leap at once 
to such fame and power as words can give. Hence, in every 
age, the multitude of talkers for the sake of notoriety and 
power — the men who prophesy pleasant things, make their 
hearers think that they are all right, while the rest of the 
world is all wrong. Crowds of such rose up in the apostolic 
age, lovers of themselves rather than lovers of God. Against 
such seekers of the praise of this world by the dilution of God's 
truth, Paul cries out — " Bememher that Jesus Christ of the seed 
of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel : 
Wherein I suffer trotihle, as an evil doer, even unto bonds ; hut 
the word of Chd is not hound. Therefore I endure all things 
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for the elecfs sokes, that they may also obtain the salvation which 
is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It is a faithful saying : 
For if we he dead with him, we shall also live with him : If we 
suffer, we shall also reign with him : if we deny him, he also 
will deny u-s : If we believe not, yet he dbideth faithful : he can* 
not deny himself Of these things put them in remembrance^ 
charging them before the Lord that they strive not about words to 
no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers. Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to he 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. ^^ (2 Tim., ii, 
8 — 15.) And the same truth runs through all things. In 
art, in literature, in trade, there are two great companies, — the 
one seeking truth, the other seeking success. The one not 
daring to say a word, draw a line, sell a bale, othe^rwise than 
by the strictest measure of truth and righteousness ; the 
other daring to do anything tricky, mean, smart, and popular, 
if it only wins even the reputation of success. "Why there are 
men of high eminence in commerce who dread the whisper of 
the commercial world, — " such and such a house is falling off 
in its returns ;" there are men in the artistic world who dread 
the sentence, " such and such a picture, statue, book, won't 
take," as few Christians dread the displeasure of God. The 
man who goes the least out of his own brute nature, dreads 
the ban and covets the praise of his class or set with unspeak- 
able anxiousness. We all move in troops, and strive for the 
first rank by instinct, and to none of us is there a sensation so 
sweet as to hear " well done" from the leaders in the field in 
which we strive. It is a glorious element in man's nature, if 
he would not degrade himself to strive for the well-done of a 
world that is far beneath him. It makes him feel that he lives 
not to himself, but as a member of a community, a child of a 
family, a soldier of an army, in which he must look out of him- 
iself— God grant that you may look above yourself — ^for the 
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object of his life. It parades all the faculties in their finest 
attitudes, and strains all the muscles to their firmest tension. 
It is this instinct of man's nature which makes that busy hum 
of intense activity in all the highways of life, whence come 
works of such beauty and power that earth grows richer daily, 
and enriches heaven. The saddest sight on earth is the man 
who has not found his master, standing idle in the market- 
places because he finds no leader to enlist him in the troops 
of labour. When a man enters business, or begins to toil in 
some intellectual creation, he ceases to be, his own master. 
Things have claims on him which he dares not negative. The 
world prescribes a course which he dares not widely forsake ; 
and then for a time he works cheerily, for a time he is 
happ^. The mere getting to work, getting under orders, has 
a joy in it ; happiness is the atmosphere of healthy activity ; 
a lazy body cannot be healthy, a lazy soul cannot be happy. 
Work — and all work is under orders — for a time gives happi- 
ness to man, but watch on and see whether it endures. See 
if it is the mere sensation of the surface of his being, or the^ 
experience of its innermost core ; whether it be the tingling 
of the skin with the pleasure of a new impression, or the 
bounding of the heart under the inspiration of a glorious work. 
If the world be his master — ^the first ; and soon you will see it 
fail him. The noblest faculty in him will be rusting, the 
deepest spring stiU unsealed. You will see his soul sickening, 
bis heart hardening, his character demoralising, the stature of 
the moral man dwindling, himself becoming that saddest and 
most hopeless of all things in this universe, a spirit which the 
world has worn out, broken down, and flung aside to perish. 
If he serves God it will be the last. Watch — his happiness is 
hourly deepening, his glory in his Captain and his vocation is 
glowing more intensely daily, and it glows on for ever, 
** Study to show thyself approved wito OodJ' 
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II. The conditions to be observed by a workman. 

1. Understand fully that your chief vocation upon this 
earth is to be the servant of the Lord. 

There are a thousand things which seem to claim a man ; 
wife, children, business, daily bread, society, the future ; but 
there is one calling which underlies all of them, and unites 
them all into the only unity which man can fully realise — the 
service of God. Life is manifold when we look at it with the 
eye of the understanding, from the standing ground of the 
world. " A changing woof," verily it is, as Goethe sings, to 
him who looks at it from the outside ; but how simple, clear, 
harmonious, beautiful, when a man can say, " Well, I have just 
one thing on earth to do — to serve the Lord." He will do a 
thousand things daily, but they will not distract and oppress 
him ; they will all be brought into a harmony, and compose 
but one thing, which, too, the stars and suns and seraphim are 
accomplishing — the service of the Lord. I do not wonder that 
a man who sees not this principle of unity in his life, gets sick 
at heart utterly when he considers the ceaseless duties, the 
conflicting claims, the difficult decisions, the dangerous actions^ 
to which each day's sunlight calls him. It is this pressure of 
life, moral, social, commercial life, upon the naked intellect 
and will of man, with no hope of throwing off the responsibility, 
no mode of getting release from the burden or help to bear it; 
which makes the Hindoo thinker long for sheer annihilation, 
the utter loss of individual consciousness and responsibility in 
God, as the " summum bonum" of the universe. There is but 
one thing, young friend, which can make life easy and joyful, 
and that is what makes it simple, single — ^the sense " I am a 
servant of God." Whether I handle the brush, the pen, the 
chisel, or meat, or flour, or linens, I am God's servant to do 
faithfully what I undertake to do ; my chief concern is that He 
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maj praise me ; that I may hear from heaven His well done 
murmurmg each night above my piUow, and hushing me to 
slumber ; and in His hand my wise, faithful, almighty friend 
and master^ I can safely leave the results. 

2. Make truth and right your one success. 

I think the devils must laugh sometimes when they hear men 
counting up their successes. One man prides himself among 
his set upon the number of his fellow creatures whom he has 
betrayed to ruin; another upon the number of profitable 
tricks he has played in the day's business ; another upon th§ 
clever snares he has made to trap the unwary ; another, and 
this is held most legitimate and laudable, the number of pounds 
he has added to his account at his bankers, or the sums he has 
laid up, perhaps in Eoyal British Banks, against a rainy day. 
The first classes are succeeding simply in ensuring and 
hastening ruin. "Shame shall be the promotion of fools," 
and damnation the success of gamesters, whoremongers, and 
knaves. But even in the last case, in which wise and good men 
felicitate themselves and each other, how many of our brilliant 
successes " heap up to us temptation and a snare ;" how many 
will be regretted bitterly on a dying pillow ; how many will be 
cursed through a lost eternity ! Where are the wise ones, who 
reckon their successes thus — " This day I have withstood that 
wrong and upheld that right with all the force of my spirit ; 
I have fought against, and for the day, at any rate, have con- 
quered that vanity, that meanness, that hypocrisy, that selfish- 
ness, that lust^ in my own nature ; I have borne that witness 
for truth ; I have helped that case of struggling merit ; I have 
put bread into that hungry mouth ; I have let that chance of 
dishonest gain go by with scorn. This is my servant's duty, 
and thank God I have so far done it. These are my day's 
successes by God's goodness, of which I shall not be ashamed 
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on earth nor in heaven.'* "Who keeps such books in a dear 
conscience, and knows a thrilling bounding joy in keeping to 
truth, resisting error and evil, putting down selfishness, 
vanity, and lust, in himself and in the world, such as none of 
your successful merchants know in their Tybumian mansions 
— " Such as the vncJced know not, when corn and wine and oil 
increase,"*^ That is a grand success. God has sent no man 
into the world to get on. He has sent every man to work in 
truth and uprightness, and leave the getting on to Him. If 
simple, clear, decisive, uncompromising truth will not get you 
on before men, bethink you of the angels, what they think of 
your clever tricksters, in their proud successes ; what they 
think of the poor laggards in this world's race because of their 
uprightness, and how through all their shining ranks there 
echoes over all such failures a brave " well done." " Very 
fine, very romantic," say some of you, " a great deal too high 
for such a world as this." Christ's life is the arch-romanee if 
this is romancing. God does not understand this world, if 
this be not the truth about godliness, which thus, and thus 
only, " hath the promise of this life that now is, and of that which 
is to come J* ^ Square your transactions by measures that are 
standard in the world of spirit, and count successes by the 
rule of the angels if you would ^^ Study to shew yourself 
approved unto God,'* 

3. Study, 
. It is most essential to all noble fruitful life — life that can 
"shew itself approved tmto Ood'* — ^that it should be fruit of 
study ; that is, on clear principles, with a matured plan, and by 
patient, persevering, intelligent toil. " Study'* — give thy mind 
to it, give thy hand to it, intelligently day by day. More 
lives go to wreck for want of study than would be believed. 
If you are in business study how you can manage it, so as to 
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compass as maay of the higher ends which a soul should be 
seeking as may he possible. Do not inherit or borrow 
methods; do not put up with a great deal which does not 
satisfy you, because you suppose it cannot be mended. Study 
it ; pray over it, make it your daily meditation, " how may 
I conduct the affairs of life so as to save my soul by 
them, not save my soul from them, but make them the means 
daily of promoting its elevation and education." A man must 
study for the counting-house, study for the bar, study for the 
church, the hospitals, the army, and think you there is no 
need of studying for heaven ? Eemember you are a student 
for that career life long, and must meditate prayerfully daily, 
how daily life maybe made the theatre of spiritual achievement 
and success. Many for want of study live a disjointed shambling 
sort of life. They never examine the days, they never correct 
faults, deplore failures, and link day to day by wise resolution 
and persevering toil. Thought is the fly-wheel which main- 
tains the machine of life in harmonious and balanced motion. 
Therefore Stud^/ to shew thyself approved unto God, Many 
would say make God*s glory your end, if you would be 
approved of Him. Surely God's* glory will be the end of all 
that is right and good. But I think that a good deal of weak 
thought and weak life is often covered under the vague term, 
" Do all for the glory of OodJ^ We have, I think, simply to 
be faithful servants, and leave Him to care for His glory. The 
sun glorifies Him in fulfilling His commands. All that serves 
Him is manifestly glorious and glorifying. Ask simply " what 
mlt thou have me to do,*' and do it, and be sure that your life 
will shine with a glory with which the servant angels shine not, 
and will speak in tones beyond the compass of even the 
heavenly creature, the praises of your King. Study to show 
thyself approved unto God; or, as St. Peter exhorts — ^^ And 
beside this, giviny all diligence , add to. yon/r faith virtue ; and to 
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virtue knowledge ; And to knowledge temperance; arid to tem^ 
perance patience ; and to patience godliness ; And to godliness 
brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity, M>r if 
these things be in you^ and abotmd, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knoioledge of owr Lord 
Jesu^ Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from 
his old s^lns. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make 
your calling and election sure : for if ye do these things, ye shall 
never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abimdantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord cmd 
Saviour Jesus Christ. (2 Peter i, 5 — 11.) 

III. The blessed result. 

This is the only guarantee of thoroughness in work. !N"o 
man will do his best, but he who knows that God expects his 
best. The man who yokes himself to his work as the Lord's 
servant, is the man who can do it nobly, and fruitfully to him- 
self and to mankind. Sum up the lives of the world's chief 
benefactors, and tell me how many of them have wrQught on 
alone, in darkness, far ahead of the daylight of the common 
world, lonely pioneers in the backwoods of time, sustained 
simply by the thought, " This is my Lord's work and it must 
be done." This sustained Livingstone in his dreary African 
desert ; this sustained Elisha Kane in his Pranklin search, in 
one of the most desperate hand to hand conflicts with peril and 
death which has ever been fought in this world. Livingstone 
is gone back to his A&ican mission, and I know this sustains 
and leads him on; "may I but say, I have fought the good Jight^ 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith ; henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness that fadeth not 
awayT The only hope for man's life against the tricky and 
tinsel character of the present generation, in which every man 
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by advertisements, by shouting, by tomfoolery, or any how, is 
trying to crane his neck above his fellows, and show himself, 
if only for a moment, before the world — I say, the only hope 
for man's life lie^ in the assurance that the number is daily 
multiplying of those who have taken up the burden of life in 
the spirit of God's servants, and taught themselves to believe 
that their mission is not to be popular ministers, tricky 
artists, taking writers, or successful merchants, but faithful, 
honest, God-fearing men and women, in whatever calling God 
has placed them — ^men and women who believe in God, who 
believe in righteousness, who believe in the company of saints 
and angels who watch their warfare, who believe in the Amen 
of heaven. And work done thus has a glory which is all its 
own, a glory before which your tinsel success looks like a rush- 
light in the face of the sun. This world yields nothing com- 
parable for a moment to the joy of the man who has fought in 
his worldly business a spiritual battle and gained a spiritual 
victory. The man who has conquered a vice or meanness, 
helped the weak, or saved the poor, is the man whose success 
the angels envy. Into these things, the mysteries of freedom, 
they desire to look; not one of those bright spirits but would 
joyfully bear your pangs and denials, might he but taste the 
rapture of your triumph, and clothe himself at last in the 
brightness of your glory. Show thyself to God each night. 
Have no secrets from Him. Throw open the inner chambers 
to His entrance — the secret ledger to His eye ; and hear Him 
say, as He giveth His beloved sleep, " well done, good and 
faithful servant," and you have a portion which you would 
be a fool to change for the empire of ten thousand worlds. 

It is the one thing that can save you from the agony of 

spirit, and the waste of energy which is involved in the remorse 

in which every other course must issue. What wealth of 

energy, of life, is spent on earth in the simple experience of 
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remorse. Sooner op later Grod's measures, the ways of life 
which He approves, will be seen to be the right ones. God 
grant that for you it may not be too late. Spare yourselves an 
awakening which at best can leave but a shred of your native 
pith and manhood to be spent on Him. The first fresh vigour 
of the spirit, the fire of its youth, once wasted, can never be 
recalled. Baptise it to immortal strength and freshness by 
yielding it as a servant to Him. Have Him to appeal to 
amidst all the injustice, wrongs, malignities of earth — be able 
to commit your cause to Him that judgeth righteously beyond 
the stars, and who will one day bring forth your righteousness 
as the light, and your judgment as the noon day, to shine on- 
undimmed for ever. Be prepared to be wronged, maligned, 
evil spoken of, for your best deeds, your best gifts to the- 
world. But what harm, if God approves you ? His voice 
could be heard through the thunders of a world in arms against 
you ; in the stillness of the deep dungeon His whisper, like a 
gush of celestial music, would break upon your ear." " Where 
is the fury of the oppressor .^" to the man whom God is sus- 
taining ? " Who is he that shall harm you if ye he followers of 
that which is good .'"' I wish you would taste once the sweet- 
ness of this conviction, " God approves me." You would sell it 
no more for all the world's gold-heaps or shouts of applause. 
It has a present satisfaction, strength, glorious joy, which are 
unspeakable, and it heralds a " well done" before the assembled 
universe, when the dooms and destinies of eternity are hanging 
on the sentence of the Judge. " We must all appear before the 
judginent seat of Christ ^ There all your successes will be 
weighed again in the eternal balances, and all your schemes will 
be finally reviewed. And, then, how many of your merchant- 
princes will be torn by exulting fiends from the gold-heaps 
in which they have sought to hide themselves ^^from him that 
sitteth on the throne^'* and from the Lamb, to stand up before 
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Christ tlie confessed beggars and outcasts of the imiverse for 
eternity. And then every noble work will be crowned with 
Christ's benediction ; every tear that has been shed, every sigh 
that has 'been breathed, in this dread spiritual conflict will be 
mightily repaid. I see a great company that no man can 
number, wending as in triumph to the gate of the heavenly 
city, to the palace of the Eternal King. I knew them on earth, 
you knew them, as the tear-stained, the toil worn, the humble 
hearted, the faithful, of their own generation; the world's pity, 
jest, or scorn, while they trod life's pathways, but there the 
glory of the universe, the elders of eternity. Study to present 
thyself at last amongst them. Balance all losses,, heart-aches, 
acorns, and wrongs, by the glory of the moment when the 
Lord from the midst of the throne shall greet you with the 

last " WELL DONE." " ThOTJ HAST BEEN EAITHFUL IN PEW 
THnTGS, I WILL MAZE THEE ETJLEE OVEE MANY THINGS, 
ENTEE INTO THE JOT OP THY LOED." 
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^^ JBut Dcmiel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself with the portion of the Icing's meat, nor with the wine 
which he drank : therefore he requested of the prince of the 
eunuchs that he might not defile, himself ^^ (Daniel i, 8.) 

Daiteel and Joseph are the two men in whom the character 
and capacity of the Jewish race stand out with peculiar pro- 
minence ; and who, moreover, did in a measure the work which 
Q-od called the Jews to do for the world. Daniel and' Joseph 
were missionaries to the heathen, as the whole Jewish nation was" 
intended to be ; and they produced by the combined influence 
of their wisdom and piety a profound effect upon the minds of 
the highest and most despotic monarchs in the world, and upon 
the policy of their reigns. Not willing missionaries altogether — 
each of them was carried as a captive into the land in which he 
was to bear witness for God. Sut when there, each of them 
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took up his testimony with singular clearness and honesty, and 
compelled from heathendom an attention to Grod's truth, which 
is altogether unparalleled in missionary history. I do not 
profess a full acquaintance with the records of missionary 
enterprise, but I have read a good deal about it, and I never 
read anything like this. The first monarch of the world, moved 
solely by DanieFs influence on his mind, writing to all peoples 
thus — " Then king Daritts wrote v/nto all people, nations, and 
languages, that dwell in all the earth ; JPeace be multiplied unto 
you, I make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom 
men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel : for he is the 
living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the 
end. He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and 
toonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from 
the power of the lions.^^ (Daniel vi, 25 — 27.) Joseph produced 
a similar impression upon Pharaoh — " And JPharaoh said tmto 
his servants. Can we f/nd such a one as this is, a m>an in whom 
the Spirit of God is ? And Fha/raoh said tmto Joseph, JEbras- 
much as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet 
and wise as thou art : Thou shalt be over my house, and accord- 
ing unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne 
will I be greater than thou. And IPharaoh said unto Joseph^ 
See, I have set thee over all the land of^gypt. And Fharaoh 
took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon JosepVs hand^ 
and arrayed him in vestures of fine li/nen^ and put a gold chain 
about his neck ; And he made him to ride in the second chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him, JBow the knee : cmd he 
Tnade him ruler over all the land of Egypt, And JPhcMraoh said 
unto Joseph, I am JPharaoh, and without thee shall no m^a/n lift 
up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt, ^^ (Gtenesis xli, 
38 — 44.) Men speak and think of Judaism as an exclusive 
and selfish thing. The Jews made it so. But who does not 
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pride himself on his faculty and possessions until humbled, and 
taught that all he holds, he holds as a steward under the Lord. 
But I can find no trace that God intended it to be so, in the 
Mosaic law or the Jewish history. The laws of Moses speak 
most tenderly of the stranger, as long as he made no attempt 
to be preacher of a poorer and falser faith — then they are stem 
and pitiless as death. But the stranger was to share their 
festivals, to partake pf their bounty, and to be admitted freely, 
if he would share their spiritual conditions, into all the arcana 
of their religious life. God lit up a lamp for the oriental 
nations, when He set up the Jews in the land of Canaan. 
Every nation was to see by the light of it how to walk in wise 
ordinances and statutes of national life. The Jews made it 
a dark lanthom, they fitted dark slides to it, they made it 
useless to others, and at last, of course, as a natural conse- 
quence, useless to themselves. The man who fails to fulfil his 
mission to others, fails to find the end and meaning of his own 
life. Cease to do good, and you will soon cease to be good, 
and will make shipwreck of your personal hope. The Jews 
were God*s witnesses of this. Instead of making all nations 
love them, and seek to walk in the light of their life as a people, 
they managed to make all nations hate and persecute them — 
with a hatred, moreover, that deepened with the ages, and at 
length wrought their utter ruin. Tou may say that this was 
the inevitable result of the position of a godly people in the 
midst of a heathen world. At first it might be so, but not 
permanently. Christianity has won its way, first to toleration, 
then to honour ; Judaism never did ; and yet the peoples around 
were far from indisposed to receive its impressions. Joseph 
won his way at once at Memphis, Daniel at Babylon. And 
Joseph and Daniel had nothing but what Judaism had. They 
were Jews to the heart's core; and the history of their 
missionary work stands in everlasting record to shame their 
179 



4 DANIEL AT NEBUCHADNEZZAH^S COURT. 

countrymen, and to justify the ways of Grod, when " the wind 
bound up the self-centred and exclusive people in her wings," 
and bore them into a far captivity, where, unless they were 
prepared to renounce their nationality, they must bear witness 
for God, whether they would or no. 

The likeness between Joseph and Daniel, even in the details 
of their history, and influence on society, is quite remarkable. 
Let me beg of you to examine it at large. ^Consider these two 
passages just as specimens — " And Joseph was brought chum to 
Hgypt; and JPotiphar, an officer of JPha/raoh, captain of the 
gtui/rd, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the Ishmeelites^ 
which had brought him down thither. And the Lord was with 
Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of 
his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord 
was with him, and that the Lord made all that he did to prosper 
in his hand. And Joseph fotmd grace in his sight, and he served 
him : and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he 
had he put into his hand. And it came to pass from the time 
that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he 
had, that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's h<mse for JosepVs 
sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in 
the house, and in the field. And he left all that he had in Joseph's 
hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did 
eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured'* 
(Genesis xxxix, 1 — 6.) — ^^ And it came to pass in the morning 
that his spirit was troubled; a/nd he sent and called for all the 
magicians of Egypt, and all the wise msn thereof: and Pharaoh 
told them his dream ; but there was none that could interpret 
them unto Pharaoh. Then* spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh^ 
saying, I do remember my faults this day : Fharaoh was wroth 
with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the 
guard* s house, both me and the chief baker : And we dreamed a 
dream in one night, land he; we dreamed each man according 
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to the interpretation of his dream. And there was there with us 
a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; 
a/nd we told him, and he interpreted to us owr dreams ; to each 
man according to his dream he- did interpret. And it came to 
pass, as he interpreted to us, so it was ; me he restored unto mine 
office, and him he hanged. Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, 
and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved 
himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And 
Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there 
is none that can interpret it : and I have heard say of thee, that 
thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. And Joseph 
answered Pharaoh, saying. It is not in me : €hd shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace.^* (Gtenesis xli, 8 — 16.) 

And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain ; 
and they sought Daniel and his fellows to be slain. Then Daniel 
answered with counsel and wisdom to AriocJt the captain of the 
hinges guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of 
Babylon ; Se answered and said to Arioch the hinges captain, 
Why is the decree so hasty from the king ? Then Arioch made 
the thi/ng known to Daniel. Then Daniel went in, and desired of 
the king that he would give him time, and that he would shew the 
king the interpretation. Then Daniel went to his house, and 
made the thing known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his 
companions: That they would desire mercies of the God of 
heaven concerning this secret ; that Daniel and his fellows should 
not perish with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. Then was 
the secret revealed vnto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel 
blessed the God of heaven. Daniel answered a/nd said. Blessed 
be the name of God for ever and ever : for wisdom and might are 
his^: And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth 
kings, and setteth up kings : he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and 
knowledge to them that know understanding : BCe revealeth the 
deep and secret things : he knoweth what is in the darkness, and 
181 



6 DANIEL AT NEBTJCHADNEZZAE's COUET. 

the light dwelleth with hiin, I tha/nh thee, and praise thee, 
thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom and might, 
and hast made known tmto me now what we desired of thee : for 
thou hast now made Tcnown tmto us the hinges matter, therefore 
Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king had ordained to 
destroy the wise men of Bahyhn : he went and said thus tmto 
him ; Destroy not the wise men of Babylon : bring me in before 
the king, and I will shew unto the king the interpretation. Then 
Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste, and said thus 
tmto him, I have fotmd a man of the captives of Judah, that will 
make known unto the king the interpretation. The king an- 
swered and said tmto Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, Art 
thou able to make knovm unto me the dream which I have seen^ 
and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answered in the presence 
of the king, and said. The secret which the king hath demanded 
cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers^ 
shew tmto the king ; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth 
secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy 
head upon thy bed, are these.*^ (Daniel ii, 13 — 28.) They 
were both men, like most Jews, of immense capacity for busi- 
ness, men of the highest genius, manifest in childhood ; yet, 
as is the case with all men of the highest genius, with singular 
adaptation for the management of affairs. Bernard, Dante, 
Shakspere, Milton, are such men as I mean — men whose lives 
stand in everlasting refutation of the shallow sneer that there 
is something essentially inconsistent between genius and the 
dry, dull business of life. The men of the loftiest genius have 
ever been the most capable men in the management of the 
things of this life. You doubt it perhaps. Shakspere is gene- 
rally regarded as an instance to the contrary ; a poor, strolling, 
vagabond player, too full of genius to do anything successful, 
is the conmion notion of him. The truth is that Shakspere 
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is the only actor probably of his day, who made his profession 
pay. He alone, of all his great peers — and they *' were gianU 
on earth in those days^^ — ^made a moderate fortune by his 
management, and settled, in an early prime, in his native town, 
upon the competency which his talent and industry as a 
manager had won. Daniel is a great biblical instance of this. 
In him shine out the clear and manifold intelligence, the tena- 
nous purpose, the unconquerable patience, and the personal 
:)ower over persons — a kind of fascination in its highest form — 
ivhich are characteristic of his race. It was this which made 
them, in the apostolic age, the only people whom the Eomans 
really dreaded and honoured with their hatred ; a hate and 
A dread which the middle ages have perpetuated and handed 
down to our own times. Study the lives of Joseph and Daniel, 
if you wish to understand Judaism ; they only grasped and 
wielded the power which God had put into it, to enlighten, to 
purify, and to save, all the nations of the heathen world. 

I wish to draw from this passage some practical lessons 
about life and its conduct, and I beg you to observe : 

I. The respect which honest and open minds, even worldly 
or heathen minds, cannot help entertaining for spiritual prin- 
ciple and power. 

Nebuchadnezzar was a man of imperial capacity. "We know 
but little of him, either through sacred or profane history; 
but what we do know leads to the conviction that he was one 
of those rare men who are bom for imperial rule. He was 
a man not immindful of the duties of a ruler as well as the 
enjoyments ; a man reverent, too, and pious towards the only 
gods he had ever heard of, or, before he came across the greater 
spirit of Daniel, had a chance of knowing. He had conquered 
the Jews with difficulty, for no nation ever won an advantage 
over them without tremendous cost; but when he had con- 
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qaered them, he began to think he could turn them to use. The 
selection of youths which he made to be trained for the 
public service, and the singular attention he shewed them — 
" And the king spake tmto Ashpenaz the master of his eumichs, 
that he should hrmg certain of the children of Israel^ and of the 
hmg's seed J a/nd of the princes ; Children in whom was no 
Flemish, hut^well f avowed, and skilful in all wisdom, and cv/n- 
ning in knowledge, and u/nderstandi/ng science, and such as had 
ahility in them to stand in the kvng*s palace, and whom they 
might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. And 
the king appointed them a daily provision of the king's meat, and 
of the wine which he drank : so nov/rishing them three years, that 
at the end thereof they might stand "before the MngP (Daniel i, 
8, 4, 5.) — I say this was something beyond the ordinary habit 
of an eastern monarch, to train captive youths to occupy 
places about his person and court. Evidently he had great 
hope of these Jewish children, and looked for large service 
from them ; and as evidently it was the reputation of the nation 
which had inspired it, and which prepared him for the influence 
which Daniel was to exert both on his empire and on his heart. 
Nor was Nebuchadnezzar singular in this. Cyrus, one of the 
world's great kings, had the same reverence for the Jewish 
people. Alexander, be the cause what it may, treated the 
Jews, poor and weak as they were in his day, with a clemency, 
with a respect, which no other eastern people inspired. 
Antiochus the Great, and Ptolemy Soter, shared this universal 
impression about the superiority of the Jewish people, and 
their capacity for intellectual and political service ; but none of 
them saw, what it is given to us to discern, that this character of 
the people which commanded the world's chief commanders, was 
based upon their knowlejdge of and intercourse with the living 
God. God gave them that strange commanding power. They 
knew what the world ^9J& feeling after. They had been nourished 
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by the bread of life to the full stature of a people ; and they 
held forth a powerful attraction to all who had life enough in 
them to desire to be and to gbow. Let us do justice to the 
virtues of a heathen mind. Nebuchadnezzar sought light for 
himself and for his people; and no narrow prejudice was 
suffered to shut it out from him. His distinguished considera- 
tion for t^e Hebrew captive children, shows that he was a 
seeker of wisdom, of guidance, could any man show it him; a 
type of how many poor heathen outcasts, publicans, harlots, 
prodigals, whom we thrust out of our synagogues, because they 
are too honest and single-hearted to affect the decencies and 
formalities, while they feel they are destitute of the life, of our 
moralities and beliefs. But the one great secret of power, of 
living and lasting power, is godliness. The man who is known to 
live with God, to be acquainted with Him, to be possessed in 
soul as well as profession with the principles of the Bible, is 
the man who lays the basis of the most powerful and lasting 
influence which a man can exercise on his fellow-man. The 
man who leaves this memory behind him, leayes the most pre- 
cious legacy which a man can leave to his children. Who 
would change the power of such a man as Arnold for a sceptre? 
"What stores of gold can be so precious to his children as his 
name P Godliness, when you can find it, is profitable for this 
world. If the best of this world be a fortune, then the assertion 
is daily confuted ; but if the best of this world is an honoured 
name, a smile and a blessing from every one, full security 
against want and wearing care, and a noble legacy to leave 
your children, which shall stand them in better stead than piles 
of gold, get godliness up to the mark of Daniel's, and you 
have it aU. 

n. Daniel's way of getting and doing good was other and 
higher than the king's. 
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Poor Nebuchadnezzar had no higher notion of the way to 
foster the growth of mind and character than to feed it daintily. 
A portion of meat and wine from the king's table was the 
great expression of the good will of the king. And let us not 
despise him, while we are guilty of the same. I wish I could 
tell you how many times a year my soul is grieved to see some 
bright young child, capable of feeling something of the moral 
glow of goodness, rewarded for some good deed or some clever 
word by a tit-bit at table, establishing a connection which, 
perhaps, is not broken through life, between jam and virtue, a 
bit more pudding and a cheerful countenance, submission to 
authority and dainty food. It is one of the most grievous 
wrongs which you can do to your children, to suffer even the 
most transient connection to be established between moral 
acts and the pampering of the appetite. The coaxing of a child 
to be quiet or to be good by something nice, means coaxing it 
early to be selfish, lustful, dependent, and gluttonous through 
life ; it is like plunging a hardy young plant, which only asks 
light and air enough, into a dung-heap, forcing it into gross 
and sickly precocity and premature decay. 

Daniel knew that mind and character had to be fed, he fed 
them on the bread of God. 

" But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile 
himself vnth the portion of the hinges meat, nor tvith the wine 
which he drank : therefore he requested of the prince of the etmuchs 
that he might not defile himself ^^ I believe this to be one of 
the wisest resolutions ever taken by a young man in this world. 
I shall endeavour to set forth the grounds on which I conceive 
it to rest. They are plainly these : 

1. Ceremonial ; 2. Physical ; and 3. Moral. 

1. Ceremonial. This will need but few words. We are 
not under a " touch not, taste not, handle not " gospel ; nor, let 
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me add, in a " touch not, taste not, handle not^^ climate. Cere- 
monial defilements fill a large place in the Mosaic books, and 
in the religions of all eastern peoples. The Brahmin of to-day- 
is as rigid about food, dress, and contact, as were his ancestors 
3000 years ago, or as was Daniel at Babylon. "We, Englishmen 
and Independents, are very apt to indulge a sneer at this ; but 
it is better to treat seriously, even solemnly, a matter which 
exercises such an influence upon human minds. The Jew of 
old, the Brahmin now, would rather die than eat certain food, 
or do, to us, quite unimportant and harmless acts. Eeligion 
has consecrated certain abstinences and made them the terms 
of salvation. But, in nine cases out of ten, those very absti- 
nences are enjoined by prudence, and rest on considerations 
which, in hot climates, are very closely connected with health, 
perhaps life. There is a natural as well as a religious reason 
for most, I do not say all, ceremonial injunctions of a religious 
character ; and we, who deny the religious importance, must 
be careful not to lose sight of the natural foundations, of which 
the devotees themselves may not have the faintest idea. Daniel 
in this case rigidly kept to his law. The nature and ground 
of that law is not now in question, it was his law, hallowed by- 
old associations ; and among strangers he sought to honour it 
by express obedience. I do not know whether, as a Jew, he 
would have incurred any sin by breach of the law in his help- 
less condition as a captive. But his law was part of the plat- 
form by which his highest belief, his highest life, was supported, 
and he could not afford to dispense with its aids. Very- 
important are associations which have grown round our reli- 
gious belief; very precious and helpful while vitality is strong, 
very dangerous and delusive when the life is low in the soul. 
Like the ivy, they clothe a strong tower with a charm and 
grace which relieves its hard outlines, and adds something to 
its stability ; like the ivy, too, they hold together in trembling 
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cohesion many a rotten old fabric which is safer in the dust. 
Daniel's soul was full of health and vigour. He felt that the 
old discipline of bis country and fathers would brace and tighten , 
the joints of his manhood. Many a man, having lost the living 
faith of his fathers, would keep up the same discipline and 
cheat himself into the belief that it was a sign that he was 
still living to the Lord. How f3ar godly habits, chapel going, 
singing familiar hymns, uttering familiar words of prayer, and 
the like, supply the place of living godliness, how much you 
value them simply because they nourish it, and in so far as 
they nourish it, answer now to your own conscience before 
God. 

2. Considerations of health. 

The word pulse includes vegetable diet generally, and in 
Chaldea the best diet on which to keep health and be fit for 
work. The most terrible scourges with which the East is 
afficted in the way of disease are the fruit of gross living — eat- 
ing as well as drinking — ^perhaps the first most. Men in those 
climates cannot bear it ; students cannot in this. To khep a 
•jlear eye, a firm hand, a steady brain, were more to Daniel 
than pleasures of the palate. I venture to say, that no man 
has ever greatly distinguished himself whose body was not in 
Irm control. It is not enough to follow nature, and never be 
excessive ; nature wants curbing, and unless young men take 
their bodies in hand, and compel them sometimes to abstain, 
md obey the mastery of the will, it is impossible to keep the 
oody in due subjection, and make it the eager and rapid hand- 
maid of the soul. Fasts are good things in youth, simply as a 
^oral discipline ; as a man in training for a race abstains from 
all which might imperil his hope of a prize. The Eomanists 
abuse them to superstitious ends, and the peril of doing so is 
great ; therefore the Protestant churches, wisely, I think, let 
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them alone. But you miist master the body ; you mv^t make 
its limbs to move to the music of temperance and chastity ; 
and there are times when pulse and water will be the fittest 
nourishment, and leave the spirit free for aspiration, and the 
mind clear and strong for work. 

8. Altogether the highest piirpose of his abstinence was 
moral. He felt himself in a seductive atmosphere. The splendour 
and luxury of an oriental court are fearfully demoralizing. 
The rapid demoralization of the oriental royal races, compared 
with the European, proves this conclusively, even did we not 
see clearly that it must be so. Daniel felt that a habit of life 
out of tune with the court-life would be a great safeguard to 
him — ^that if he began to yield, even in trifling things, to the 
court customs, he would be swept intOjthe vortex and hurried 
away. To save the crown of his spiritual manhood, he set up 
his bulwarks — ^things trifling in themselves, but full of moment 
and interest when we see that a soul is using them as barriers 
to guard its honour and its life. Not what they are, but what 
they defend, becomes then the question. They become keys 
of a position which, if it be lost, a soul is destroyed. This 
raises an important moral question : the use of things indif- 
ferent, of habits, customs, scenes, associations, in guarding the 
integrity of the moral life. Doubtless, a perfect soul can hold 
its integrity and battle against all adversaries ; it needs no 
outwork, no system of defences ; it has within it, like Christ 
and by Christ, a strength that overcomes the world. But who 
is so mature in strength and character that he can go any- 
where, look on any scene, read any book, enjoy any pleasure, 
mingle in any associations, and get just the good that God 
intends him to get out of them, and reject all the evil with which 
the devil charges even the, most perfect and beautiful works of 
God. Alas ! for one who walks abroad with naked purity to 
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shield him, ten thousand have to lie behind bulwarks, and 
to think themselves happy if they can resist the first insidious 
advances of the foe. These bulwarks are habits, associations, 
resolutions of abstinence and denial, where the devil may be 
met and beaten easily; while, if he enters and assails the 
citadel, it must fall. Every man must study for himself, as 
Daniel did, the relation of things indifferent in themselves to 
his own life. One man may adopt a mode of life, allow himself 
certain pleasures, ti*ust himself in certain places, where another, 
honestly desirous to live soberly and godly, would not be safe 
for an hour. Let every man mark what is helpful, what is 
hurtful, in the thousand indifferent things which he handles, 
and scenes which he frequents, day by day. And then let him 
build his bulwarks, and remember that the keeping of that is 
in most cases the keeping of the soul. Keep the devil at arms* 
length, and fight him at a distance. Suffer him, in easy security, 
to draw near, and resistance is over ; the citadel of your soul 
is won. Nine tenths of the gross, degrading, damning sins, into 
which people are betrayed, are committed without premedita- 
tion, nay, with a clear purpose against them ; but a man or a 
woman has toyed with temptation — just thus far I can 
venture, and stop short of foul and fatal sin. And then, as the 
poor bird when he sees the bait in the trap, Satan knows he 
has you fast ; he knows that those encroachments are never 
staid. The art of godly living in its earlier stages is an art of 
wise defences, a constant, earnest vigilance at the outworks of 
the spirit, that they may never be stormed or sapped by the 
foe. Gradually, as a man grows in grace and God-likeness, 
the outer defence may be abandoned. Paul, the aged, could 
look steadily in the face many a peril which Paul the neophyte 
would have wisely shunned. But let the young pilgrim of life 
beware, and if he feels himself in an atmosphere of temptation, 
let him raise bulwarks of habits and self-denials by which the 
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pestilent foe ''may be kept as far as may be from the near 
neighbourhood of the soul. The saving of the soul is the one 
grand object of thought and effort for every man ; I mean the 
daily saving of it from the snare of Satan and the slough of the 
flesh. " For wliat shall it profit a man if he gain the whole 
world and lose himself or he castaway. ^^ Every day you may be 
losing or saving a bit of its faculty, a pulse of its life. Eeckon 
this nightly as well as your day books — How much of my soul, 
of myself, has been this day lost or won ? Daniel is one of the 
rare men who have brought the crown of spiritual manhood 
undimmed out of the battle — a man who occupies an eminent 
throne among the royalties of the celestial world. The whole 
secret is here : here is the hinge of his character, of his eternity. 
(Prov. vi. 20—23.) 

Learn to purpose things in your heart that are noble and 
godly, and keep covenant with yourself. Learn that you have 
that within you which neither kings, nor employers, nor syrens, 
shall rob you of; for to lose it is to be cast away — cast away 
on that rock-bound shore on which the waves of death are ever 
dashing, and on which I see strewn and shattered the wrecks 
of many a noble and mighty vessel that set forth gallantly on 
the voyage of life. Beware ! " Trust in the Lord with all 
thine heart, and lean not to thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acJcnowledge JSim, and He shall direct thypaths.^^ And then 
God will lift up the head of his faithful servant in the bright- 
ness of the celestial world. " Go thou thy woaj tmtil the end he : 
for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.^^ 
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